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Elective Qutline: 1 of 2

Introduction: Why Study Bible Backgrounds

The Big Picture of Bible History & Geography
Old Testament History: Creation to Jacob

Old Testament History: Egyptian slavery to David

Old Testament H
What Happened
New Testamen
New Testamen
New Testamen

10 What Happened

11 Pre-Flood Culture

12 Post-Flood & Pa
13 Egyptian Culture

istory: Solomon to Malachi

Between the Old & New Testaments
History: The life of Christ

History: The book of Acts; Peter & Paul
History: The life & times of John
After the New Testament Era

riarchal Cultures
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14 Assyrian Culture

15 Babylonian Culture

16 Persian Culture

17 Greek Culture

18 Roman Culture

19 Jewish Culture

20 Other Biblical Cultures

21 Case Studies: It's a family tradition

22 Case Studies: Never talk about religion & politics except
23 Case Studies: Slaves again?

24 Case Studies: I've been workin’ on the...

25 Case Studies: The heavens and the earth

26 Case Studies: The seven churches of Revelation





[image: image3.png]What are Bible Backgrounds?

» History: the * Culture: the various
history of the cities, cultures behind the
peoples, nations, biblical text, either
empires, & key referenced directly
individuals in the in the text or as
Bible or related to indicated by a
those in the Bible study of the text

Geography: the connection between
history & culture in the context of the land



[image: image4.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

Creation 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC 0100 AD

« The contents of ¢ Old Testament
both the Old & New Written seeeseannnnns
Testaments refer ~1400 BC - 400 BC
back to historical « New Testament
events beginning at written -
the Creation to the ~40 AD - 95AD

time of their writing.



[image: image5.png]Cultural backgrounds of the Bible

* Culture includes * Cultural insights are
patterns of learned both provided in the
human belief, values, text of Scripture, as
communication & well as derived from
behavior. outside of Scripture.

» Cultures vary as to
time & location, so
are specific to a span
of time & geography.



[image: image6.png]Why study Bible Backgrounds?

» Bible backgrounds <+ Secondarily, an

are needed to understanding of
complement Bible backgrounds
language study in supports the defense
order for us to place  of the faith (called
our understanding apologetics), since

of the original Bible  we see that the
texts in line with the  backgrounds fit
original authors & the details of

readers. the biblical text.



[image: image7.png]UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURE

Observe
\V4

Interpret
v

Apply



[image: image8.png]This critical first step we call
“‘observing” means looking at...
» Language & literary context
« Historical & sequential context
» Cultural context

Together these allow us to arrive
at the true meaning of the text



[image: image9.png]So that’s why...

We investigate the grammar & sentence
structure in Scripture

We seek to understand the original
meaning of words in context

We read the verses before & after the
verse we are studying

We look at the larger context of Scripture
as well — beyond the immediate book
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» \We look for the historical sequence
of events in Scripture.

» \We look for the key events in Scripture
that changed things that follow after
those events — cause & effect.

» Because history matters — God is the
God of the past, the present & the future —
God’s purpose is being fulfilled in time &
space.



[image: image11.png]So that’s why...

« We examine the culture of the nations,
regions & communities in the Bible.

* We look for cultural insights into the
meaning & significance of the words
of Scripture.

» We check to see if there are applications
to our own lives & churches because of the
cultural context of the words in each Bible
passage.





[image: image12.png]Eaer_le_sis 511, Does it help
This is the book to know that. ..

of the generations

of Adam.” * It is quite likely

that none of the
From there, only 32 approximately 40
verses follow about authors of Scripture
Adam’s descendents, ever saw anything
& only a few chapters like what we call

precede it. How much  “g book”.

of a “book” is that? - Our English Bibles
use the word “book”
for almost any
written document.



[image: image13.png]All books are not created equal

* The word
‘book’ in English
describes a series
of pages bound
on one edge.

* But books in
biblical times
included clay
tablets, scrolls,
& sealed papyri.



[image: image14.png]Numbers 33:51-523a,
"Speak to the sons of
srael and say to them,
When you cross over
he Jordan into the land
of Canaan, then you
shall drive out all the
inhabitants of the land

rom before you...

Joshua 6:21, “They utterly
destroyed everything in
he city, both man and
woman, young and old,
and ox and sheep and
donkey, with the edge

of the sword.”

Does it help
to know that...

» The Canaanites
were spiritually &
morally corrupt in
the extreme.

* These kinds of
spiritually corrupt
practices are
targeted in the rest
of Numbers 33:52.



[image: image15.png]» Deuteronomy 12:31,

"You shall not
behave thus toward
the LORD your
God, for every
abominable act
which the LORD
hates they have
done for their gods;
for they even burn
their sons and
daughters in the
fire to their gods."

The
Canaanites

» Canaanite ‘religious’
rituals included:

1.Child sacrifice,
some of it in fire

2.Incest
3.Bestiality
4 Homosexuality

5.Male & female
cultic prostitution
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A substantial
portion of the
Mosaic Law forbids
the socially &
morally destructive
practices that were
ingrained in the
Canaanite culture
(e.g., Deuteronomy
18:12; 23:17; 33:29)

« The historical books

of the Old Testament
record the assaults
against & seductions
of the Canaanite
religion, to the extent
that Israel had failed
to drive out the
Canaanites (Judges
6:25-32; 1 Kings 3:2)



[image: image17.png]Matthew 6:9-13, 'Our
Father who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
10 'Your kingdom come.
Your will be done, On
earth as it is in heaven.
11 'Give us this day our
daily bread. 12 '‘And
forgive us our debts, as
we also have forgiven our
debtors. 13 'And do not
lead us into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom
and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.'

Does it help
to know that...

*\What has become
known as “The Lord’s
Prayer” is so traditional
in Christendom that to
say that it is not written
directly for Christians
almost seems like
heresy, but when we
look at the prayer’'s
very Jewish
background...



[image: image18.png]Qaddish prayer: for the
Synagogue

Exalted and hallowed

be His great name in the
world which he created
according to his will. May
he let his kingdom rule in
your lifetime and in your
days and in the lifetime
of the whole house of
Israel speedily and soon.
Praised be his great
name from eternity to
eternity. And to this,
say:. Amen.

Two Jewish
prayers

Morning & evening
prayer

Bring me not into the
power of sin,

And not into the power of
guilt,

And not into the power of
temptation,

And not into the power of
anything shameful.



[image: image19.png]Then, when we examine context

* The Jews are
addressed as a
group quite apart
from the Gentiles
(Matthew 5:47,
6:7,32)

* The Mosiac Law
is a major subject
(Matthew 5:17-48
vs. Romans 6:14,15)

» After the context of
the “Lord’s Prayer”,
the twelve, & then
Christ himself, are
said to be sent to
the lost sheep of
Israel, & explicitly
not to the Gentiles
(Matthew 10:5,6;
15:24)



[image: image20.png]* The Greek tradition, Does it help

in writing such
descriptions, is to to know that...

describe what things
look like, such that
the composite has
an integrated
appearance.

« The Jewish tradition
is to write what

things mean — _
regardless of how Revelation
puzzling the 1:12-16

composite appears.
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