[image: image1.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.




[image: image2.png]Introducing a short series:
Beholding the Lord through His word

e 2 Corinthians 3:18, « 1 John 1:1-4,

“But we all.... “we have seen

beholding... the with our eyes...

glory of the Lord” the Word of Life”
e John 1:1-18, “we ¢ Hebrews 12:1-2,

saw His glory... “fixing our eyes

full of grace and on Jesus”

truth Seeing

the Living Word of God
in the written word of God



[image: image3.png]Why would we do such a thing?!

e 2 Corinthians 3:18, « 1 John 1:1-4,
“being transformed “our fellowship
into the same image  is with the Father,
from glory to glory” and with His Son

« John 1:1-18, “of His ~ Jesus Christ’
fullness we have all « Hebrews 12:1-2,
received, and grace “run with endurance
upon grace” the race that is set

before us”



[image: image4.png]The next three slides are from...

The HHBC doctrinal statement,

available on the Holly Hills Bible
Church website:

www.hollyhillsbiblechurch.org




[image: image5.png]The Bible - We believe that all the authors of
the entire Old and New Testaments wrote by
the guidance of the Holy Spirit (i.e., verbal
inspiration). Those books are completely
inerrant and infallible in the original writings.
They are the final authority for faith and
practice, and the means through which
believers behold Christ




[image: image6.png]The Life and Walk of Believers - We believe
that every believer possesses the life of Christ
and grows in the grace and knowledge of Christ
through the Holy Spirit, who fills the believer with
the things of Christ. This occurs as the believer
beholds Christ in the word of God, as he walks
by faith, moment by moment abiding in Christ.
The believer is to walk and rest in the eternally
established identity that he possesses by virtue
of his faith in the crucified, buried, resurrected,
ascended and seated person of Christ (his
position) and his identification with Him in these
things. Christ’s life is then lived in the believer,
which is evident to those who do not know
Christ and to those who share Christ’s life.




[image: image7.png]Dispensational Interpretation - We believe
that Scripture is to be interpreted according to
its grammatical and historical context, including
that God, Who does not change, deals in a
different manner with the Gentile nations, the
people of Israel, and the God-created body of
heavenly saints called “the Church”. We
believe that all who are saved of all time are
saved entirely by faith in Christ, either looking
forward or back to the cross.




[image: image8.png]Understanding Scripture

Observe
\
Interpret
\
Apply
\
Appropriate



[image: image9.png]This critical first step we call “observing”
means looking at...

« Language & literary context
« Historical & sequential context
 Cultural context

Together these allow us to arrive at the
true meaning of the text




[image: image10.png]So that's why...

» we seek to understand the original
meaning of words in context

* we investigate the grammar & sentence
structure in Scripture

« we read the verses before & after the
verse we are studying




[image: image11.png]So that's why...

« we look for the historical sequence of
events in Scripture

* we look for the key events in Scripture
that changed things that follow after
those events — cause & effect

* Because history matters — God is the
God of the past, the present & the future
— God’s purpose is being fulfilled in time

& space



[image: image12.png]So that's why...

* We examine the culture of the nations,
regions & communities in the Bible

« we look for cultural insights into the
meaning & significance of the words
of Scripture

« we check to see if there are applications

to our own lives & churches because of
the cultural context of the words in each

Bible passage



[image: image13.png]Beholding Christ clearly in 2 Timothy 2:15

Be diligent to present yourself approved to
God as a workman who does not need to
be ashamed, accurately handling the word
of truth.

These Greek word translated ‘accurately
handling’ (KJV: rightly dividing) means to
cut straight. It was used in at least a couple

of contexts which might be helpful for us to
examine more closely: 1) Roman roadway
design & construction, & 2) in tentmaking.




[image: image14.png]Some reasons not to pursue
accurately handling the word of truth

* To greatly improve
your arguing skills

* So that you can be
right all the time

« So that you can
have a biblical basis
for being impatient
with the people in
the church as well
as those in the world

Because it improves
your own self-image
& also how you are
viewed by the other
people in the church

So that you can
know lots of Bible
stuff (& win trivia
games & get lots of
cash on Jeopardy)



[image: image15.png]Some truly biblical reasons to pursue
accurately handling the word of truth

* The call to diligence
in our accurately
handling the word of
truth is for approval
before God alone

« Every time God
calls for something
from us, it is by His
empowerment &
enabling & willing

Maturity is made
evident by a healthy
spiritual diet along
with a well trained
application of God's
word, showing itself
in true discernment

Beholding the Lord
clearly is the means
of transformation



[image: image16.png]Colossians 1:28-29

We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and
teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we
may present every man complete in Christ. 29
For this purpose also | labor, striving according
to His power, which mightily works within me.

Paul expressed his own working in his
ministry to the point of exhaustion, even as

an athletic level of effort, from a human
perspective. Yet the empowering & the
mighty effort had God as its ultimate source.




[image: image17.png]Philippians 2:12-13
So then, my beloved, just as you have always
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now
much more in my absence, work out your
salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it
is God who is at work in you, both to will
and to work for His good pleasure.

Paul urged the believers at Philippi to work
out their position in Christ to its ultimate
conclusion in their daily condition. But just

as he did so, he assured them that God
would be the one working in them & even
willing its coming about (see Philippians 4:9).




[image: image18.png]Hebrews 5:13-14

For everyone who partakes only of milk is

not accustomed to the word of righteousness,
for he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for the
mature, who because of practice have their
senses trained to discern good and evil.

There is no question. Milk is exactly the right
thing for an infant, & the spiritual analogy
holds true as well: those who are very

young in the Lord should have spiritual milk
because it's the very best thing for them!
Solid food is just not the right thing for a
young infant — physically, or spiritually! But...




[image: image19.png]Hebrews 5:13-14

For everyone who partakes only of milk is

not accustomed to the word of righteousness,
for he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for the
mature, who because of practice have their
senses trained to discern good and evil.

Eating biblical ‘solid food’ is appropriate to
those who are beholding the Lord through
the Scriptures intended for those who have

matured in the Lord. How did that spiritual

maturity come about? The word ‘trained’ is
translated from a Greek word conveying
‘athletic training’




[image: image20.png]The chiasm of 2 Corinthians 3:17-18

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty.

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror [a process+]

are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, [a process++]
just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

* Typically the point of emphasis in a chiasm
+ our action, by the ministry of the Holy Spirit
++ God’s action, as we behold Lord’s glory



[image: image21.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

The word pair “we all” refers to all believers,
as it also does in 1 Corinthians 10:17 &

James 3:2. Paul is applying this to all
believers. Every believer here this morning

is included in what Paul is about to say.




[image: image22.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

In the earlier part of the chapter, wearing a
veil meant still being under the Mosaic Law,
& the veil over the heart was & is removed
when a person turns to the Lord in faith,

calling upon the Lord's grace — not upon the
works of the Law (2 Corinthians 3:13-16).
The believer's beholding of the glory of the
Lord is not enhanced by the Law — a veil.




[image: image23.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

These four words are translated from just
one word in the Greek: katoptrizomai.

This is the word for looking into a polished
first surface mirror, & mirrors from Corinth

were famous. Paul also used the word for
mirror (espotron) in 1 Corinthians 13:12,

as did James in James 1:23. In all three
passages, the mirror represents God's word.




[image: image24.png]James 1:22-24

But prove yourselves doers of the word, and
not merely hearers who delude themselves.
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and
not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his
natural face in a mirror+; 24 for once he has
looked at himself and gone away, he has
immediately forgotten what kind of person
he was.

+ mirror: Greek - espotron



[image: image25.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding

as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory

to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

The glory of the Lord is the center of Paul's
chiasm — the center being typically the focal
point of the chiasm. Glory is the radiant

essence of who God is. All glory is derived
from God, since He is the ultimate source.
Glory is not a thing or a commodity — it is
personal, radiating from His own essence.




[image: image26.png]Our Lord even prayed
in the final hours of His earthly life
that we would see His glory,
which will be ultimately fulfilled when
we see Him face to face

John 17:26

"Father, | desire that they also, whom You have
given Me, be with Me where | am, so that they
may see My glory which You have given Me,
for You loved Me before the foundation of the
world."




[image: image27.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

The Greek word translated “beholding as in
a mirror” is a present tense verb, conveying
ongoing action on our part. The Greek word

translated “are being transformed” is a
present passive indicative verb, conveying a
real ongoing action which is the Holy Spirit's
work upon each of us.




[image: image28.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding

as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Beholding as in a mirror (the glory of the
Lord, through His written word) is something
we do, by the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
On the other hand, being transformed is not

something that we do, but is something that
is done to us, also by the ministry of the Holy
Spirit. The words “are being transformed” is
translated from the Greek metamorphoé.




[image: image29.png]Position, process & completion
in Romans 8:28, 29

And we know that God causes all things to
work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are called according to His
purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew,

He also predestined to become conformed

to the image of His Son...

The present process in Romans 12:2

And do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind



[image: image30.png]The present process in Philippians 3:10

that | may know Him and the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death;

The future transformation of our bodies
in Philippians 3:20-21
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of
our humble state into conformity with the body

of His glory, by the exertion of the power that
He has even to subject all things to Himself.

Add to these the references to spiritual growth



[image: image31.png]About being transformed. ..

¢ The pagan Greek
myths contained
stories of gods
being transformed
into some physical
entity, such as a
dragon, or a tree

* The pagan mystery
religions claimed
to transform their
devotees into a
god-like form

« But, the early church
authors rarely wrote
about believers
being transformed
into the image of
Christ, even though
the apostles wrote
about it - often!

« It may be that the
authors were afraid
of sounding like the
pagan religions



[image: image32.png]2 Corinthians 3:18
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being

transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

“The words “into the same image” refers to
the image of the Lord Jesus Christ, similar
to what we read of in Romans 8:29. So what

does “same image” mean? Does it mean that
we will all end up looking like 30 year old first
century Jewish carpenters from Nazareth?




[image: image33.png]God is working on ‘changing your image’!

¢ In New Testament ¢ The word ‘image’

times the Greek (Greek: eikon) in
word eikon, which the context of 2

is translated as Corinthians 3:18 &
‘image’, referred to Romans 8:29 refers
a representation to being changed

of something or into Christ's spiritual
someone in some character, not His
respect, but not to earthy appearance

an exact likeness at His 1%t coming



[image: image34.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

‘from glory to glory” is Paul's expression of
increasing, from one level to another: Just a
chapter earlier, Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians
2:15-16, “For we are a fragrance of Christ to

God among those who are being saved and
among those who are perishing; 16 to the
one an aroma from death to death, to the
other an aroma from life to life...”




[image: image35.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

The growing glory — from glory to glory —
is not the result of our trying really hard to be
glorious or to be worthy of Christ’s glory, but

is a process resulting from the ministry of the
Holy Spirit, bringing the word of God to us,
bringing us to the word of God, & bringing
about the transforming process in each of us




[image: image36.png]2 Corinthians 3:18 Expanded & Explained

But all of us who are in Christ, with a face

that is not veiled by the Law, having died in
relationship to the Law and living by God’s
amazing grace, are right now continuing to
behold as we read and hear the written word
of God, seeing as one who looks into a mirror,
the glory — the radiant essence of who Christ
is — the glory that comes from Christ Himself,
and we are in fact in the very the process of
being changed and transformed into the same
spiritual character, growing from one level

of Christ’s glory to the next, and every part

of this beholding and transformation is from
the God-given ministries of the Holy Spirit.
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