[image: image1.png]The chiasm in John 1:1-18

A The Word, in the beginning with God (1-2)
B All things came into being through Him (3)
C The Light of men (4-5)
D John+ came to testify about the Light (6-7ab)
E ...so that all might believe (7¢)
D’ John+ came to testify about the Light (8)
C’ Enlightens every man (9)
B’ The world was made through Him (10-13)
A’ The Word existed before (14-18)

+John in these verses refers to John the Baptist



[image: image2.png]The High Points of John 1:1-18

John 1:1-5 The deity of Jesus Christ
John 1:6-13 John the Baptist as a witness
John 1:14-18 The Word made flesh

John 1:14, “And the Word became flesh,
and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory,

glory as of the only begotten from the Father,
full of grace and truth.”




[image: image3.png]John 1:1-18 draws from
Old, Old, Old Testament passages

* John 1:1-10 draws
from Genesis 1:
“Inthe beginning”,
“light”, “darkness”,
“life”, “the world was
made through Him”

e John 1:11-13 draws
from Genesis 16:
Abraham, offspring
& his descendents

John 1:14-18 draws
from Exodus 33:

33.7 — presence, tent
33:8,10 - gaze, saw
33:13 - know God
33:17 — Moses’ name
33:18,22 - show glory

33:20,23 — cannot
see God directly



[image: image4.png]John the apostle uniquely calls Christ “the Word”
John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

1 John 1:1

What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life--

Revelation 19:13b
...and His name is called The Word of God.



[image: image5.png]Why John wrote this book: John 20:30-31

Therefore many other signs Jesus also
performed in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; 31 but these
have been written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing you may have life in His name.

The apostle John wrote with astounding
consistency. This verse is the last place in
the gospel of John where he wrote about

believing, having used the word (or some
variation of it) about 100 times! ‘Believe’ is
also the center of the John 1:1-18 chiasm.




[image: image6.png]Two Bible books starting with “In the beginning”

Genesis 1:1

In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth.

John 1:1-3

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into
being through Him [the Word], and apart from
Him [the Word] nothing came into being that has
come into being. (compare Colossians 1:16-17)

John 1:1-3 is a restatement of Genesis 1:1, plus
huge insights into the Word, who is Jesus Christ



[image: image7.png]John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All
things came into being through Him, and
apart from Him nothing came into being that
has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and
the life was the Light of men. 5 The Light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not comprehend it.

Though it may appear that John is being quite

repetitive, John has a very specific message
in each thing that he wrote in John 1:1 & 2.




[image: image8.png]What John 1:1 & 2 are saying:

Jesus Christ, God’s personal expression,
existed from the very beginning:

In the beginning was the Word, and

Jesus Christ, God’s personal expression, had
fellowship with the Father & the Holy Spirit:

the Word was with God, and

Jesus Christ, God’s personal expression was
indeed deity Himself;

the Word was God.

His fellowship with the Father & the Holy Spirit
was already there in the beginning:

He was in the beginning with God.



[image: image9.png]The Hebrew Poetry Pattern in John 1:3

First, the positive statement:
All things came into being through Him, and
Then, the negative statement:

apart from Him nothing came into being
that has come into being.

John’s statements about Christ as the
Creator are absolute: All things... nothing...
John’s choice of words about creation are
also absolute: Everything either came into
being through Christ or it never existed at all!




[image: image10.png]The ‘baton handoff of words in John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the VWord, and the

Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All
things came into being through Him, and

apart from Him nothing came into being that
has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and

the life was the Light of men. 5 The Light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness

did not comprehend it. (the Light: John 3,8,9,12)

John’s ‘baton handoff’ in John 1:1-5:

the Word > He or Him > the life > the Light
John passes identity & character verse to verse




[image: image11.png]John 1:6-10

There came a man sent from God, whose
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to
testify about the Light, so that all might believe
through him. 8 He was not the Light, but he
came to testify about the Light. 9 There was
the true Light which, coming into the world,
enlightens every man. 10 He was in the world,
and the world was made through Him, and

the world did not know Him.

In these verses, John continues to call Christ

‘the Light’ & then switches back to ‘He or Him’.
‘The Light’ turns to ‘the true Light’ (1 John 2:8).




[image: image12.png]John 1:6-10

There came a man sent from God, whose
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to
testify about the Light,[so that]all might believe
through him. 8 He was not the Light, but he
came to testify about the Light. 9 There was
the true Light which, coming into the world,
enlightens every man. 10 He was in the world,
and the world was made through Him, and

the world did not know Him.

In verse 7, “so that all might believe through

him” is John’s 15t use of ‘believe’ in this book,
telling why John the Baptist came to testify.




[image: image13.png]John 1:6-10

There came a man sent from God, whose
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to
testify about the Light, so that all might believe
through him. 8 He was not the Light, but he
came to testify about the Light. 9 There was
the true Light which, coming into the world,
enlightens every man. 10 He was in the world,
and the world was made through Him, and
the world did not know Him.

Christ’s relationship to the world (kosmos)

is given in verse 10: ‘in the world’, ‘made
through Him’, & ‘did not know Him’.




[image: image14.png]John 1:11-13

He came to His own, and those who were His
own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, even to those who
believe in His name, 13 who were born, not
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.

Now John on the one hand gets specific
within the world: ‘His own’ (the Jews), on the

other hand presenting a general summary of
the response of His own (the Jews) to His
coming to them: “...did not receive Him”.




[image: image15.png]John 1:11-13

He came to His own, and those who were His
own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, even to those who
believe in His name, 13 who were born, not
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.

There were those exceptions (‘But as many
as’) who did receive Him, & that receiving was

expressed in their believing in His name (not
just a set of sounds, but the Person), who
then became children of God (relationship).




[image: image16.png]John 1:11-13

He came to His own, and those who were His
own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, even to those who
believe in His name, 13 who were born, not
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.

So here’s how the ‘children of God’ (verse 12)
who became so by means of believing, were
& were not spiritually born (verse 13): ‘not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh nor of the WI||

of man, but of God. nal_[mas_mal.mea“




[image: image17.png]First, just what does John mean by ‘born’?

* We have the clue of <+ John will narrate a

context in verse 12 private conversation
that says that those between Christ &
who receive Christ Nicodemus in John
by believing in Him chapter 3, which will
become (ginomai) shed more light on
children of God. what was meant by
« ‘Bom’ is gennao, being ‘born’, or as
derived from the Jesus put it, being

word ginomai ‘born again’.



[image: image18.png]Then, let’s untie the ‘nots’

» Being born a child * In the phrase ‘will

of God is not of of man’, ‘man’ is
bloods (Gk: plural): andros, meaning
not just from a specifically male.
Jewish bloodline. « So, ‘nor of the will
» Being born a child of man’ points to
of God is not of fathering a child as
the will of the flesh - a strategy, as even

not of human desire Abraham once did
to have offspring. (Genesis 16 & 17).



[image: image19.png]John 1:11-13

He came to His own, and those who were His
own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, even to those who

13 who were born, not of
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will
of man, but of God.

Verse 13, if we set aside the negations for
a moment, says “...who were born...of God.’

This verse negates human strategies &
human means for being born spiritually — but
says that spiritual birth is ‘of’ or ‘out of’ God.




[image: image20.png]John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

God’s expression of Himself toward mankind
became flesh — born of Mary in Bethlehem;
He did not cease from being or having the
character of deity, but added humanity.

The particular word John chose for ‘dwelt’
meant ‘to live in a tent’. In the books of the
New Testament, only John used the word,
four other times, & in each case it is used
for God dwelling with men.




[image: image21.png]John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

In this case ‘among us’ refers to Jesus
having dwelt among the disciples & others

in their company, because it was those
same ones who saw (KJV: beheld) His glory.

The Greek word for ‘saw’ or ‘beheld’ means
to ‘look closely’. So John meant that he &
those in company with Christ looked closely
at His radiant essence, who was glorious
because of His deity.




[image: image22.png]John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

In order for us to understand the magnitude
& character of the glory John & the others in
company beheld, he wrote that it was a glory
‘as of the only begotten’ from the Father.
John used this word more than any other

New Testament author, & by it he meant

that Christ was ‘unique’. The Greek has

no definite article (equivalent to English ‘the’),
so John was focusing on the character of
Christ’s uniqueness.




[image: image23.png]John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among

us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

In keeping with the character of Christ having
been uniquely from God the Father, John will
later provide profound & unique insights into

the relationship of Christ with the Father, as
well as the ministry of the Holy Spirit, sent
from both the Father & His unique Son,
Jesus Christ.




[image: image24.png]John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John wrote that when Christ dwelt among
them, & they looked closely upon Christ’s
awesome unique glory, that Christ was

likewise full of grace & truth. Glory is the

radiant essence of who God is, & God is by
His eternal character also infinite grace &
truth. Christ’s capacity for & expression of

grace & truth was not partial or limited, but
instead was ‘full’.




[image: image25.png]John 1:15

John testified about Him and cried out, saying,
"This was He of whom | said, 'He who comes
after me has a higher rank than I, for He
existed before me."

John the Baptist was six months older than
Christ, by birth time & sequence, & apparently
began his public ministry before Christ did as
well. Yet John the Baptist himself proclaimed

that Christ was greater than himself because
Christ existed before him. John the Baptist’s
‘existed before’ statement was not just a
confusion of the facts, but a recognition that
Christ existed in eternity past (John 8:58).




[image: image26.png]John 1:16

For of His fullness we have all received, and
grace upon grace.

John the apostle & those who were in
company with Christ all received of the
fullness of Christ’s character (glory, grace,

& truth). Regarding the grace John said they
all received, he expressed it as ‘grace upon

grace’. But what does that mean? John is
picturing two things: both the abundance &
continuity of the grace that came from Christ,
& both of those abundantly & infinitely flowing
from His changeless character.




[image: image27.png]John 1:17

For the Law was given through Moses; grace
and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

John makes it pretty clear, doesn’t he?

Moses carried out his charge by passing
along the Law to Israel - all 613 individual
ordinances! Moses gave the Law, as moral &

spiritual information. But the grace & the truth
were not just given through Jesus Christ, but
the grace & the truth came in walking, talking,
living, breathing human form — flesh & bones
— through Jesus Christ.




[image: image28.png]John 1:18

No one has seen God at any time; the only
begotten God who is in the bosom of the
Father, He has explained Him.

If no one has seen God at any time, why
do we read of people seeing ‘God’ in various
forms in the Bible? What is John saying here?

The answer is that while God has taken on a
visible form at times - even Christ was God in
human form - no one can see God’s essence.
God is an uncreated spiritual being (John
4:24), & all of what humans see with their
eyes is matter that was created by God.




[image: image29.png]John 1:18

No one has seen God at any time; the only
begotten God who is in the bosom of the
Father, He has explained Him.

The one who is ‘only begotten’ in verse 14,
who is Jesus Christ, is here called ‘only
begotten God’. Jesus Christ is deity. He &
the Father are one in essence. John 8:59 &
10:31 record two instances where the Jews
picked up stones to kill Jesus because He
so clearly claimed to be God that they
thought it to be blasphemy.




[image: image30.png]John 1:18

No one has seen God at any time; the only
begotten God who is in the bosom of the
Father, He has explained Him.

When John wrote that he saw Christ (see
John 1:14 & also 1 John 4:1-4), he was not
saying that he saw the essence of God, but
that he saw Jesus Christ the person, who,
being deity, expressed that deity in human
form, revealing & explaining in the context
of real life the matchless & changeless &
eternal character of God Himself.




[image: image31.png]Remember the message of 2 Corinthians 3:187?

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Our reading about how John beheld the glory
of Christ in His first coming is our beholding

Christ through His word, transforming us from
glory to glory, all as a work of the Holy Spirit.




[image: image32.png]John 1:14 Expanded & Explained
in light of 2 Corinthians 3:18

And Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and God’s
communication of His essential being, came so
as to be born in human form, and though total
deity, He was dwelling in that human form even
while among us, and we beheld — Oh, this is
awesome! —we beheld His glory, that radiant
essence of God Himself, since Christ is the
unique Son of and expression from the Father,
full of the grace and the truth which are God’s
eternal & infinite character. As we behold John’s
description of how he and the disciples beheld
Christ, we are beholding Him as well, and as a
work of the Holy Spirit, are being made to grow
in and into the glorious character of Jesus Christ.
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