[image: image1.png]Introducing a short series:
Beholding the Lord through His word

e 2 Corinthians 3:18, <+ 1 John 1:1-4,

“‘But we all... “we have seen

beholding... the with our eyes...

glory of the Lord” the Word of Life”
< John 1:1-18, * Hebrews 12:1-2,

“‘we saw His glory... “fixing our eyes

full of grace and on Jesus”

truth Seeing

the Living Word of God
in the written word of God



[image: image2.png]Why would we do such a thing?!

e 2 Corinthians 3:18, <+ 1 John 1:1-4,
“being transformed “our fellowship
into the same image is with the Father,
from glory to glory” and with His Son

« John 1:1-18, “of His ~ Jesus Christ’
fullness we have all + Hebrews 12:1-2,
received, and grace “run with endurance

upon grace’ the race that is set
before us”



[image: image3.png]The Bible - We believe that all the authors of
the entire Old and New Testaments wrote by
the guidance of the Holy Spirit (i.e., verbal
inspiration). Those books are completely
inerrant and infallible in the original writings.
They are the final authority for faith and
practice, and the means through which
believers behold Christ




[image: image4.png]The Life and Walk of Believers - \We believe
that every believer possesses the life of Christ
and grows in the grace and knowledge of Christ
through the Holy Spirit, who fills the believer with
the things of Christ. This occurs as the believer
beholds Christ in the word of God, as he walks
by faith, moment by moment abiding in Christ.
The believer is to walk and rest in the eternally
established identity that he possesses by virtue
of his faith in the crucified, buried, resurrected,
ascended and seated person of Christ (his
position) and his identification with Him in these
things. Christ’s life is then lived in the believer,
which is evident to those who do not know
Christ and to those who share Christ’s life.




[image: image5.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

The word pair “we all” refers to all believers,
as it also does in 1 Corinthians 10:17 &

James 3:2. Paul is applying this to all
believers. Every believer here this morning
is included in what Paul is about to say.




[image: image6.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

In the earlier part of the chapter, wearing a
veil meant still being under the Mosaic Law,
& the veil over the heart was & is removed
when a person turns to the Lord in faith,

calling upon the Lord’s grace —not upon the
works of the Law (2 Corinthians 3:13-16).

The believer’s beholding of the glory of the
Lord is not enhanced by the Law — a veil.




[image: image7.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

These four words are translated from just
one word in the Greek. This is the word for
looking into a polished first surface mirror,
& mirrors from Corinth were famous. Paul

also used the word for mirror in 1 Corinthians
13:12, as did James in James 1:23. In all
three passages, the mirror represents God’s

word.




[image: image8.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Glory is the radiant essence of who God is.
All glory is derived from God, since He is the

ultimate source. Glory is not a thing or a
commodity — it is personal, radiating from
His own essence.




[image: image9.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

The Greek word translated “beholding as in
a mirror” is a present tense verb, conveying
ongoing action on our part. The Greek word

translated “are being transformed” is a
present passive indicative verb, conveying
a real ongoing action which is the Holy
Spirit’s work upon each of us.




[image: image10.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Beholding as in a mirror (the glory of the
Lord, through His written word) is something
we do, by the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

On the other hand, being transformed is not
something that we do, but is something that
is done to us, also by the ministry of the Holy
Spirit.




[image: image11.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

The words “into the same image” refers to
the image of the Lord Jesus Christ, similar

to what we read of in Romans 8:29.

Romans 8:29, “For those whom He foreknew,
He also predestined to become conformed
to the image of His Son...”




[image: image12.png]God is working on ‘changing your image’!

* In New Testament  + The word ‘image’

times the Greek (Greek: eikon) in
word eikon, which the context of 2

is translated as Corinthians 3:18 &
‘image’, referred Romans 8:29 refers
to a representation to being changed

of something or into Christ’s spiritual
someone in some character in every
respect, but not to respect but His

an exact likeness. deity.



[image: image13.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being

transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

‘from glory to glory” is Paul’'s expression of
increasing, from one level to another: Just a
chapter earlier, Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians
2:15-16, “For we are a fragrance of Christ to

God among those who are being saved and
among those who are perishing; 16 to the
one an aroma from death to death, to the
other an aroma from life to life...”




[image: image14.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

The growing glory — from glory to glory —

is not the result of our trying really hard to be
glorious or to be worthy of Christ’s glory, but
is a process resulting from the ministry of the
Holy Spirit, bringing the word of God to us,
bringing us to the word of God, & bringing
about the transforming process in each of us.




[image: image15.png]2 Corinthians 3:18 Expanded & Explained

But all of us who are in Christ, with a face
that is not veiled by the Law, having died in
relationship to the Law and living by God’s
amazing grace, are right now continuing to
behold as we read and hear the written word
of God, seeing as one who looks into a mirror,
the glory — the radiant essence of who Christ
is — the glory that comes from Christ Himself,
and we are in fact in the very the process of
being changed and transformed into the same
spiritual character, growing from one level

of Christ’s glory to the next, and every part

of this beholding and transformation is from
the God-given ministries of the Holy Spirit.



[image: image16.png]Beholding the Lord is an essential
aspect of our fellowship with Christ

¢« InJohn 15weread <+ Romans6:11 &

of Christ’s call to Galatians 2:19 & 20
‘abide in Me”. both refer to ‘being
« Abiding in Christ alive to God’ or to
is also an aspect of live to God'.
fellowship with Him  « Being alive to God
that conveys our or living to God is
continual depend- about our ongoing
ence & intimacy fellowship with God,

with Christ. based on position.



[image: image17.png]Colossians 3:1-4 Expanded & Explained

Therefore if you have been raised up with the
Messiah, you must keep on seeking the things
above, where Christ the Messiah is, seated
at the right hand of God. 2 You must keep on
setting your mind on the things above, not on
the things that are on earth. 3 For you have
died and your life is hidden with Christ the
Messiah in the God. 4 When Christ the
Messiah, who is our life, is revealed, at

His second coming (Luke 17:30), then

you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

Setting our minds on things above is not just
about location — it is about fellowship with Christ!




[image: image18.png]Colossians 3:16-17 Expanded & Explained

The personal communication of Christ the
Messiah must richly dwell and make a home
within you, with all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17
Whatever you do in word or deed, you must
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, meaning
his person and character and all of His
accomplishments in you and on your behalf,
giving thanks through Christ to God the Father,
and as Romans 8 and Ephesians 2 indicate, by
means of and as a ministry of the Holy Spirit.
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