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2 Corinthians 12:1-4 (Sep/Oct 56 AD)

Boasting is necessary, though it is not
profitable; but | will go on to visions and
revelations of the Lord. 2 | know a man in
Christ who fourteen years ago--whether in the
body | do not know, or out of the body | do not
know, God knows--such a man was caught up
to the third heaven. 3 And | know how such a
man--whether in the body or apart from the
body | do not know, God knows-- 4 was caught
up into Paradise and heard inexpressible
words, which a man is not permitted to speak.
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2 Corinthians 12:7-9 (Sep/Oct 56 AD)

Because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, for this reason, to keep me from
exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me--
to keep me from exalting myself! 8 Concerning
this | implored the Lord three times that it might
leave me. 9 And He has said to me, "My grace
is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in
weakness." Most gladly, therefore, | will rather
boast about my weaknesses, so that the power
of Christ may dwell in me.
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Romans 15:22-25...29-32 (written winter 56/57 AD)

For this reason | have often been prevented from
coming to you; 23 but now, with no further place for me
in these regions, and since | have had for many years
a longing to come to you 24 whenever | go to Spain--
for | hope to see you in passing, and to be helped on
my way there by you, when | have first enjoyed your
company for a while-- 25 but now, | am going to
Jerusalem serving the saints.. 29 [ know that when |
come to you, | will come in the fullness of the blessing
of Christ. 30 Now | urge you, brethren, by our Lord
Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive
together with me in your prayers to God for me, 31 that
| may be rescued from those who are disobedient in
Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove
acceptable to the saints; 32 so that | may come to you
in joy by the will of God and find refreshing rest in your

company.
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Acts 20:3

The will of God

+ Just as Paul was
ready to set sail for
Syria, he found out
about a plan the
Jews were putting
together to kill him,
probably by drown-
ing, if he got on the
ship to Syria — so
he didn’t go then.

* This is an example
of one point of
guidance about
the will of God.

 Paul changed his
plans, not to simply
avoid certain death,
but to stay with the
larger plan God
had for his life: to
Jerusalem & Rome.
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Acts 20:5-6
God’s will & the big picture

« Paul had originally ~ * The change of plans

planned to go to meant that he would
Jerusalem for go to Jerusalem by
Passover & the Pentecost, but not

Feast of Unleavened Py Passover.

Bread, but finding * In pursuing God’s
out the Jews’ plans will, it is important to
to kill him made him keep in mind the big
head to Macedonia, picture of what God
& Achaia first, then is doing, though the
to Jerusalem. details may change.
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Acts 20:7

The first day of the week
* In keeping with the  « The first day of the

Jewish customs of week had been set
the time, the days as the day when the
of the week were Christians gathered
called out by the by the day in which
sequence & of Christ was raised
number. from the dead.

But it is not biblically correct to say that the

gathering of Christians on what we call
‘Sunday’ is the ‘Christian Sabbath’.
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Acts 20:7-12

Should we expect a miracle?

» For many years, * But Paul’s miracle
now, there have in the raising of this
been & are those boy Eutychus was a
who have told us validation of his
to expect a miracle. apostleship.

* Anything less is a * But he still had the
lack of faith, or so thorn in the flesh &
it is said of those advised Timothy to

who are not healed, take a little wine for
raised, etc. his stomach’s sake.
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Acts 20:7-12

We should expect...
what the Bible says to expect!

For example: Romans 8:28-30

And we know that God causes all things to
work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are called according to His
purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He
also predestined to become conformed to the
image of His Son, so that He would be the
firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these
whom He predestined, He also called; and
these whom He called, He also justified; and
these whom He justified, He also glorified.
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Acts 20:13-16

Where is this going?

* While this passage < In all the many

gives us a lot of details of life, it is
travel detail, & even important to keep
allows us to nail in mind & in focus
down the exact what really matters:
dates, Paul is * Who we are in Christ
headed to & who He is in each
Jerusalem of us who believes,
to serve the until we see Him

saints there. face to face.
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2 Corinthians 3:18 (Sep/Oct 56 AD)

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
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Acts 9; 18:9, 19; 20:1-16; 23:11; Galatians 1 & 2

Keep in mind

* Paul, as Saul, * Jesus spoke to Paul
encountered Christ to assure him that
face to face on the he could carry on
road to Damascus. ministry in Corinth.

* Paul spent time face < And Jesus will stand
to face with Christ, at Paul’s side to

being taught by Him,  assure Paul about
before Paul went on his ministry in

any missionary Jerusalem &
journeys. in Rome.
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2 Corinthians 11:23-27 (Sep/Oct 56 AD)

...in far more labors, in far more imprisonments,
beaten times without number, often in danger of
death. 24 Five times | received from the Jews
thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times | was beaten
with rods, once | was stoned, three times | was
shipwrecked, a night and a day | have spentin
the deep. 26 | have been on frequent journeys,
in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers,
dangers from my countrymen, dangers from

the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the
wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among
false brethren; 27 | have been in labor and
hardship, through many sleepless nights, in
hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold
and exposure.




