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Acts 15:1

“Unless you are circumcised”

* What these self- * These legalistic men
appointed teachers recognized that the
were saying was, ten commandments
“A believerin Christ are not the first order
has to convert to issue in the Law
Judaismin order of Moses — male
to be saved”. circumcision is!

We’'re going to see that being ritually circumcised
is signing up for the whole Law (Galatians 5:3)
which is why these men called for circumcision!





image5.png




image6.PNG
Acts 15:1
Questions, questions, questions...

* What s the relation- +What is the relation-
ship between the ship of the Law of
people of Israel, the Moses to us in the
Jews, & the church, church, the body
the body of Christ? of Christ?

And what is necessary in order for us to be
saved? Whatis necessary in order for us to stay
saved? How is righteousness lived out by &
among us in the church, the body of Christ?
When the Law is in the New Testament, how
do we know what applies to us, in the church?
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Acts 15:2

What did Paul & Barnabas
think about this?

*«We know what Paul < So the believers
& Barnabas thought in Antioch sent Paul
about this! & Barnabas & some

« How? Becausethere Others togo to
was great dissention ~ Jerusalem to meet

& debate! with the apostles
; & founding church
+ And it was Paul elders to discuss &
& Barnabas who decide on this matter
opposedthe views  of |aw-keeping in
of those claiming order to be saved.

salvation by Law.
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Acts 15:3

Not just a “business trip’ to Jerusalem

» As Paul & Barnabas * At each of these

travelled toward churches they gave
Jerusalem, which the account like we
’ justread aboutin

ordinarily would
have taken about éc{c‘s‘.chapters 13

18 days, they stop- A .
* And they gave detail
ped along the way to the believers in

to talk with believers  the churches in
in Phoenicia & Phoenicia &
Samaria. Samaria.
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Acts 15:4

Received by the church
& the apostles & the elders

* Paul & Barnactj)gs h * They were also
were received by the  received by the
church, the body of elde:’\é of tge
Christin Jerusalem. founding church

* They were received .
by the others of the there in Jerusalem.

apostleswho were  * The only one of

present there in those elders whose
Jerusalem — as name we know for
many as twelve certain is James,

of them. Jesus’ half-brother.
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Acts 15:4

They reported all that God had done

* As we read in * And when they
Acts 15:3, as Paul & reached Jerusalem,
Barnabas travelled they retold this
from Antioch in Syria  account to the
to Jerusalem, they church body in
told & retold the Jerusalem, the
account of their apostles, & the
mission to elders of the
Cyprus & churchin

Galatia. Jerusalem.
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Acts 14:26-27; 15:4

“God had done”

* As we saw in Acts * And now in Acts
14:26-27, muchwas  15:3, 4 we're seeing

accomplished in something similar:
Cyprus & in the Paul & Barnabas
cities of Galatia did a great deal,
through the work but it was really

of Paul & Barnabas,. God who did it!

Law defines the outcome, & has us doing it
‘to please God'. But grace looks at how & by
whom the results are accomplished - Him!
Only then, when He does it, is God pleased.
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Acts 14:3

Therefore they spent a long time there speaking
boldly with reliance upon the Lord, who was testifying
to the word of His grace, granting that signs and
wonders be done by their hands.

Acts 14:26-27

From there they sailed to Antioch, from which they
had been commended to the grace of God for the
work that they had accomplished. 27 When they had
arrived and gathered the church together, they began
to report all things that God had done with them and
how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.

Acts 15:4

When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received
by the church and the apostles and the elders, and
they reported all that God had done with them.
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Acts 15:5; Acts 23:6

First century ‘Messianic Jews’

* Judaismin the first ~ + And among the

century was very, various Jewish
very complicated. groups they were

« The Pharisees, the most prone to
however can be be ‘missionary’
believing in the * Pharisees who came
Old Testament to believe in Christ
as Scripture, in were prone to view
a Messiah, & in themselves as the

a resurrection. ‘Messianic Jews'.
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Acts 15:5 2) Are the Gentiles
who come to believe

So which is it? in Jesus Christ as
. the Messiah just
* Two very big converts to fulfilled

questions among

the Pharisees who Pharisaic Judaism?

became believers * That is the critical

in Christ were: question put before
1) Are we fulfilled usin Acts chapter15.
Pharisees, or as * The Pharisees in

we might call them Acts 15:1 & 5 say

today, ‘Messianic .
Jews’, & everything that the entire Law

Pharisee just stays? ~ Of Moses is required
for salvation.
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Acts 15:7

Much debate!

* Aimost 20 centuries < How or if the Law of
have come & gone, Moses has any part
& the debate & the in either gaining or
assertions aboutthe  keeping salvation

place of the Law of or in the ongoing
Moses for us in the sanctification of
church, the body those in the church
of Christ, has is stillhotly debated

not subsided! among many!
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Acts 15:7

Peter stood up & said

* Peter said that he * That happened
was the one to bring  when Peter took the

the gospel to the gospel to the house
Gentiles, as we of Cornelius, & in
are told in Acts doing so he had to
chapter 10. put the Law aside.

Peter presented the gospel, & Cornelius & those
of his household believed, & were saved.
Did God tell Peter to have those Gentiles
do anything else to be or to stay saved?
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Acts 15:8-9

Did you hear what God did?

» God testified * And God made no
to the Gentiles! distinction between

«God gave the the JeWS & the
Gentiles the Holy Gentiles.

Spirit, just as He did  + God cleansed the
with the Jews back hearts by faith, as
in Acts chapter 2, opposed to works
on the day of of the Law by Jew
Pentecost. or by Gentile.
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Acts 15:10

Why do you put God to the test?

* In Deuteronomy * Peter puts the Law
6:16 Moses told the of Moses for the
Israelites, “Do not Gentiles in the
put the Lord your church, the body
God to the test”. of Christ in this light:

+ Jesus quotes this * Why do you put God
same verse to Satan  to the test, in direct
in Matthew 4:7 conflict with the
& Luke 4:12! Law of Moses

(Deuteronomy 6:16)?
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Acts 15:10

An unbearable yoke on the disciples

* The Old Covenant, * The rabbis often
which is the Law of called the Law of

Moses, is holy, & Moses a ‘yoke’, &
righteous & good. invited their disciples
not with the Law the Law upon their
of Moses itself, but shoulders.

with the people who < But Peter calls

have to try to live it the Law of Moses
out on their own simply ‘unbearable’,

power & strength! even for Jews!
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Acts 15:11

We are saved by grace!

* What a refreshing  Paul would later
thought! write, “...for by

* Peter says, “...we grace you have
are saved through beensaved
the grace of the [peﬁeqt tense]...
Lord Jesus...”. Ephesians 2:5, 8

So keeping the Law of Moses, in whole or in part,
for Jews or for Gentiles does not gain salvation,
nor does it enhance salvation, or help to keep it!
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Acts 15:12

All the people made ‘lotsa’ noise - not!

* There were two * But Paul & Barnabas
things going on also told everyone
at this meeting: about what had

* There was debate, taken place on
discussion, & open their mission in
subject of the Law of ~ Of Cyprus & Galatia,
Moses & salvation. & what God had done!

And the people, the believers
in Christ in Jerusalem, took it all in!
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Acts 15:1-12

Are we done, yet?

* We are not even * But we will end in a

close to done with settled conclusion as

this issue of the Law

. we proceed through
of Moses in the body
of Christl Notyetin  the restof the book

Acts 15, & not in of Acts, & as all
the rest of the New three electives
Testament, & not address the
in the more than 19 question of,
centuries that have “What about

passed since then! the Law’?
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For any adult with significant assets
and / or responsibility for children

* You should have  Living Will — what

at least these four medical procedures
legal documents should or should
prepared & current: not be done if you

« Will or Living Trust, cannot say so.

to tell how assets » Health Care Power
will be distributed & of Attorney & a

/or responsibility for Financial Power of
children giveninthe  Attorney if you can’t
event of your death. carry these out.

Advance [Medical] Directive: www.caringinfo.org
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Some options for getting
these documents done

* Willmaker Plus
2018 Software

» See Dave Demaree
or Vern Peterman
who have this or
other software.

« If your situation is
complex, or you'd
feel more comfort-
able, please see
an attorney.

Quicken

o S, |
WillMaker

Premium Home & Family ()18
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Acts 13:43; 14:22; 15:1-12

Now they’re talking!

* All of the apostles
— including Saul
(turned in name
to Paul) are in the
process of making
disciples, starting
with preaching the
gospel, & urging
them to continue
on in the faith &
the grace.

* Peter said that his
holding to the law of
Moses would stand
in God’s way (Acts
11:17), & Paul said
that the Law of
Moses would not
justify anyone (Acts
13:39), that is,
nobody would be
forgiven of their sins,
redeemed, & there-
fore declared right-
eous before God.
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Acts 15:1-12

‘Weighing in’ about the Law of Moses

« Various ones within  * Before we’re done
‘Christendom’ have with Acts chapter

taken a variety of 15, we will have
views & positions the clear teaching
regarding the Law of the apostles on
of Moses, & they how the Law of
have sliced & diced Moses is to be
the Law of Moses viewed in the

in a variety of ways, church, the

for the church. body of Christ.
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