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Chronology Of Paul’s First Missionary Journey*

First missionary journey (Acts 13-14) Apr 48 to Sep 49
Departure from Antioch Apr 48
Cyprus Apr to Jun 48
Perga in Pamphylia first of Jul to mid-Jul 48
Pisidian Antioch mid-Jul to mid-Sep 48
Iconium Oct 48-last of Feb 49
Lystra-Derbe Mar to mid-Jun 49
Return visit to churches mid Jun to Aug 49
Return to Antioch of Syria Sep 49

* By Harold W. Hoehner
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Acts 14:20

The disciples

* The term ‘the + ‘Disciples’ may
disciples’; is used be brand new
three times in this believers, or they
one passage, & may be up to a
from here to the number of years
third use of the old in the Lord.
term thereis a « They may be Jew
slight difference or Gentile, male or

in what it means. female, slave or not.
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Acts 14:20

They were just standing around!

* The believers from
Lystra, assumed to
include Barnabas,
stood around Paul,
who had been left
for dead after being
stoned.

« We are not told
what else they did.

But Paul got up
& entered Lystra.

The very next day
Paul & Barnabas
left for the city of
Derbe, which took
about three days,
if they travelled
straight through.
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Acts 2:6,7; 14:21-22; “the word of the Lord”:
Acts 8:25; 12:24-25; 13:44, 48, 49; 15:35, 36, 16:32; 19:10, 20

Preached the gospel

» Paul & Barnabas » This content to
preached the be believed, ‘the
gospel to be gospel’is also
believedif a called in Acts:
person is to » ‘the word’ or ‘the
be saved: word of God’ or ‘the

» “Christ died for our word of the Lord’
sins, was buried & (‘the message

rose again”. about Jesus’).
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Matthew 28:16-20

But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee,
to the mountain which Jesus had designated.
17 And when they saw Him, they worshiped
Him; but some were doubtful. 18 And Jesus
came up and spoke to them, saying, "All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and
on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples*
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all that | commanded
you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the
end of the age.” * an imperative




image11.PNG
Acts 14:21-22

Had made many
disciples

» After Matthew

28:19-20, this is the
only time that this
Greek word for
‘make disciples’
occurs in the rest of
the New Testament.

e Paul & Barnabas

are the ones who
explicitly fulfill the
command to ‘make
disciples’.

Jesus’ command
to ‘make disciples’
was not just for the
eleven apostles, but
is for the church all
the way to the end
of the church age.
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Acts 14:21-22

They returned

* Paul & Barnabas, + Strengthened
on their exit from the souls of the
the first missionary disciples, those
journey, went back who had believed.

to the cities of
Lystra & Iconium
& Antioch, & as

they did carried faith ;
out three things . Warnmg them of
in verse 22: many tribulations.

» Encouraging them
to continue in ‘the
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Acts 14:21-22

‘the faith’

* The words ‘the * In the largest sense,
faith' mean, at a the words ‘the faith’
minimum, the refers to the entire
content of the content of the
gospel to be teachings of
believedin the apostles.
order for a + Paul & Barnabas
person to encouraged them

be saved. to continue in both.
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Acts 14:21-22

"Through many tribulations
we must enter the kingdom of God."

* The kingdom of  All of us in the body
God had not yet of Christ will come
come — the church back with Christ, as
is not the kingdom. He establishes the

+ The kingdom of kingdom.

God is yet future, * Meanwhile, now, we
after the rapture can count on many
& after the seven tribulations, but not

year Tribulation. ‘the Tribulation’.
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1st & 2" Coming & The Millennial Kingdom
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Acts 14:23

Elders (plural) in every (single) church

» This is the firsttime <« But early on we see

in Acts that we see indications of what
‘elders’ of a church will be made even
mentioned, outside more clear about
of the elders in the elders in the rest of

churchin Jerusalem. the New Testament.
1) They took the appointment of elders seriously

& spiritually, & 2) they appointed elders, plural, in
each church, rather than a single elder in each.
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Acts 14:23

Tip of the iceberg

* This first instance of
the appointment of
eldersinActs is
but the tip of the
iceberg, but we will
see more about
what the rest of the
New Testament
says about elders.

We will also see
more about elders
in the chapters just
ahead of us, but
particularly in Acts
chapters 15 & 20.

In chapter 20 we
will revisit elders in
much more detail.
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Acts 14:24-25

Mostly a retracement

» The path of Paul » Paul & Barnabas, in

& Barnabas was each of these very
mostly a retrace- young churches,
ment of the path would encourage
they had taken them to continue in
to first preach the grace, strength-
gospel of salvation, ening & building the
then to disciple the church body in each

believers in Christ. place they went.
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Acts 14:26

They went back to Antioch

» They went back

to the church at
Antioch, which was
the sending church,
where the Holy
Spirit had distinctly
& clearly led them
to send Paul &
Barnabas.

* The sending of Paul

& Barnabas on this
mission was not
only clearly directed
by the Holy Spirit,
but was founded on
the grace of God, &
not founded upon
the Law of Moses.
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Acts 14:27-28

The things that were accomplished

* Verse 26 talked * But verse 27
about all of the makes a monu-
things that were mental point:
accomplished in « Even though it
the firstmissionary looked like Paul &
journey of Paul, Barnabas did, in
which included fact, accomplish a
Barnabas, this lot, it was God who

time around. did it through them!
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Acts 14:27-28

God opened a door of faith

» The word ‘door’ * In each of these
is used in this way instances it was
only a few times in God opening the
the New Testament, door of opportunity,
in a church context or asking for God
(1 Corinthians 16:9; to open the door
Colossians 4:3). of opportunity.

This brings forward principles of discovering
God’s will: 1) Is God opening the door of
opportunity, & 2) are we praying for God to do so.
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The “Big Picture” *God’s sovereign will is
on God'’s will

fixed & irreversible, &
includes your position
& possessions in Him.

* God’s moral will is
revealedin Scripture &
is intended to be lived
by the life of Christ.

* God’s individual will
consists mostly of
learning to make wise
decisions, with godly
wisdom rather than
worldly wisdom.
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Acts 14:19-28

The disciples &
‘made disciples’
» This passage
speaks of Paul &
Barnabas having
made many
disciples.
» Being a disciple
of Christ starts with

believing the gospel

so as to be saved.

* And ‘making
disciples’ has been
entrustedto usin
many differentroles:

+ 1) Evangelism by
everyone in the
body of Christ; 2)
the roles God has
entrusted us in the
church, & as
parents.
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Acts 14:19-28

Where is being a disciple ‘aimed’?

e Jesus made the aim <+ And in John 15:1-8

of being a disciple Jesus says that ‘My
of His quite clear: disciples’ abide in

« InJohn 13:35 intimacy & constant
Jesus says that dependence upon
‘My disciples’ will the Lord Jesus.
love one another, * We saw that in Acts
& that is how we 14:3, they spoke in

are to be identified. relianceonthe Lord.
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Acts 14:19-28

‘Popping’ with really big themes

« ‘the faith’, ‘the » Paul & Barnabas
gospel’, ‘the word’, return to the church
‘the kingdom of that sent them —
God’, ‘the grace Antioch.
of God’, 'the + Massive & pivotal
disciples’, ‘had issues will surface
made many before Paul goes
disciples’ on another journey!

Paul & Barnabas appoint elders in each church.





image2.PNG
Acts 13:1-14:28

Paul’s first missionary journey
in flashing neon lights!
* Barnabas, the ‘son  + John Mark goes

of encouragement’ with them through
(former) Levite! Cyprus, then heads
« Paul, the (former) ‘back home'.
Pharisee, fromthe + Going through the
apex of worldly cities of Galatia is
wisdom, Tarsus! one time through,
« They both go to then a return trip

Cyprus & Galatia through each city.
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Acts 14:19-28

Full of many
momentous applications

* This passage & the
passages before in
Acts have many key
applications to us in
the body of Christ:

* To the church at
large & to specific
churches, such as
HHBC.

This passage has
many essential
applications to
parents, families,
& the people who
grow up in them.

It even has
applications to
individual believers.




