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Chronology Of Paul’s First Missionary Journey*

First missionary journey (Acts 13-14) Apr 48 to Sep 49
Departure from Antioch Apr 48
Cyprus Apr to Jun 48
Perga in Pamphylia first of Jul to mid-Jul 48
Pisidian Antioch mid-Jul to mid-Sep 48
Iconium Oct 48-last of Feb 49
Lystra-Derbe Mar to mid-Jun 49
Return visit to churches mid Jun to Aug 49
Return to Antioch of Syria Sep 49

* By Harold W. Hoehner
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Acts 14:8

Lame déja vu

» The book of Acts * Now we begin with
told about a man another man also
who was born lame born lame, & some
back in Acts chapter  of what follows will

3, who was healed be similar to the
by Peter & John. man born lame in
¢ That took p|ace Acts Chapter 3, but

in a Jewish context the outcome will be
in Jerusalem. very different.
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Acts 14:9-10 . .
» So Paul fixed his

gaze on this man.

He had faith » This word translated

« As this man born ‘fixed his gaze’ is the
lame listened to same word that Dr.
Paul, Paul could Luke had used many
see that this lame times before, as
man was believing when Stephen fixed
Paul's message, his gaze on Jesus,
especially so as who stood in heaven
to be made well for Stephen’s

— healed! homegoing.
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Acts 14:9-10

Stand upright on your feet!

+ Can you imagine * This man born lame
what this man, & had never stood
those who knew upright on his feet &
who he was, were nobody had seen

thinking, right then? him do it, either.

So how did this man respond to the command
from Paul? Dr. Luke wrote that this man born

lame leaped up & began to walk! The man’s
coordination & balance were healed, too!
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Acts 14:11-12

It's all in how you see it!

+ At first we might  But people will

think that this interpret what they
miracle had see & hear accord-
convinced ing to their own
people of the worldview — how
truth of all of what they see them-
Paul had been selves in relation-
telling them! ship to everything.

More on ‘worldview’ coming right up!
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Acts 14:11-12

Instead of understanding
what Paul had said

* The people of the * What's more, the

Lycaonian culture pagan tradition was
viewed Paul & that when this sort
Barnabas as two of thing happened,
of the pagan gods the speaker was
who had come the god Hermes &
down as human he spoke for the
beings, & local quieter one, who

myth fit this view. was the god Zeus.
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Acts 14:13

The priest of Zeus

* The miracle of
healing was a God-
given ability of the
apostles, & for Paul
to be the primary
speakerwas a
typical pattern,
but both of these

were misunderstood.

» To the pagan
Gentiles in Lystra,
however, the
miracle of healing
the man born lame,
& Paul speaking for
Barnabas was seen
from the pagan
worldview.
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Acts 14:13

What's a worldview?

« Aworldviewis how + Whatis eternal, &

a person sees the what is not eternal?
world around them. . What is important
* Is there a God — & what is not
or gods — or not? important?
* Whatis the nature  +« Whatdoes one’s
& character of God view of these things

or the gods? say about behavior?
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Acts 14:14-15;

Paul & Barnabas correct a worldview

* Once Paul &
Barnabas saw
that these Gentiles
had greatly mis-
understood the
healing miracle, &
Paul speaking for
himself & Barnabas,
they objected!

At first they tore
their robes, which
was a Jewish
expression of grief.

After asking why the
pagans were seek-
ing to sacrifice to
them as gods, they
spoke openly.
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Acts 14:14-15

We are, &
we speak

» Paul & Barnabas
spoke in strong
correction, “We
are also men of
the same nature
as you...”

* They were human
beings, & not gods
in human form!

» They declared, with
passion, that they
preach the gospel,
that is, the good
news, to them.

* They told them that
these Gentiles all
should turn from
these vain & use-
less sacrifices &
practicesto a
living God - not
gods who die!
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Acts 14:14-15 .
s Back to Genesis

* In this passage, » The pagans needed
& again in Acts to have their pagan
17:24-31, we will worldview set to
see Paul pointing to where it should
Genesis chapters have been in order
1-11. Why? to be saved by faith.

The pagan worldview was: 1) The physical world
was eternal, & the gods came & went, & 2) the
gods were not always independent of the physical
world, & 3) the gods were not fundamentally
moral, nor was morality expected of humans.
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Acts 14:14-15

He made heaven & earth & sea

» As Genesis chapter <« The God of the

1 describes, the
God of the Bible
made the heaven &
the earth & the sea,
& everything that is
in the heaven & the
earth & the sea.

Bible is not like the
pagan gods: He
Himself made
absolutely
everythingin the
world, & He is
always living
without end.
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Acts 14:16-17; Acts 17:24-31

All the nations

* The referenceto all + The God of the

the nations going Bible has revealed
their own ways is Himselfin several
Genesis chapter ways, including

10, when God revealing Himselfin
confused the what is called God’s
languages, so providence: God
people went providing for all

their own way. human beings.
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God’s revelations to mankind

God is
revealed by

Scripture says

nature

Reveals God’s existence & some aspects of
character (Psalm 19:1-6; Romans 1:18-20)

providence
(guidance)

Provides for & sets limits to cause humans to
seek Him (Matthew 5:44-45; Acts 14:15-17;
17:24-28a)

conscience

Reveals innate moral law (Romans 2:14,15)

Scripture

Reveals specific truth by God'’s intent:
salvation, et al (2 Timothy 3:16,17; 2 Peter 1:21)

Jesus
Christ

Reveals God Himself in the form of man, & His
salvation (2 Corinthians 4:4; Colossians 1:15)
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Acts 14:16-17

The pagan gods were works-based

* The traditional * In both groups, you
Jewish corruption received something
of the Law of Moses  only because you
& the pagan belief worked for it.

in their gods had « There was no idea
somethingin of just ‘grace’in
common: receiving anything.

So that the God of the real world would graciously
provide anything for people was foreign to them.
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Acts 14:18

‘Worldview’ can be hard work!

» Establishinganew < Establishinga

worldview where worldview in a

one is already in person or among
place can be really people can also be
hard work, & can hard work, because
be difficult for a the world is always
person who is seeking to press its
not a believer worldview on all of

to grasp. the people - always!
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Acts 14:18

Behavior comes from belief

* For all of their + So who they
lifetimes, these believed Paul &
people had been Barnabas were, &
brought up to what they thought
believe that the Paul & Barnabas
sacrifice of these desired of them was
bulls was exactly so well entrenched
what Zeus wanted that it was difficult

them to do! to change behavior!
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Acts 14:8-18

Parenting Principles
from the Pages of Acts

» The stewardship of « They are to

Christian parents communicate not
includes conveying just that there is a
not just salvation & God, but His eternal
morals & ethics to character & all of
their children, but the things that the
also to communi- Bible conveys are
cate a worldview important & are

that is biblical. biblical reality.
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Acts 14:8-18

Parents always communicate

» Parents are always <+ But what they
communicating with communicate with

their children. & to their children

« They communicate  is something the
what is reality & children will assess,
What |S important & they W|” deCide in
to them, & both the end which of the
words & examp|e worldviews they will

communicate. adopt as their own.
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Acts 14:18

Further insight

* The worldview that
Christian parents
communicate is
one thatis to be
deliberate &
conscious,
based on
thoughtful
understanding.

 Scripture also says
that the father has
primary & essential
responsibility to
communicate
these things.

* The church has a
clear supportive role
in the parents’ place
to convey a biblical
worldview.

* If not, the world has
worldviews to offer.
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Acts 14:8-18

Worldviews & God’s will

* As we have been * God’s sovereign will

touching on God’s includes an under-
will recently, it is standing of who
critical that world- God is & what
views be clearly He has done, &
understood as the what God has set
basis for knowing & in place for every
finding God’s will. single believer:

God has set in place the position &
possessions of every single believer.




image26.PNG
The “Big Picture” *God’s sovereign will is
on God'’s will

fixed & irreversible, &
includes your position
& possessions in Him.

* God’s moral will is
revealedin Scripture &
is intended to be lived
by the life of Christ.

* God’s individual will
consists mostly of
learning to make wise
decisions, with godly
wisdom rather than
worldly wisdom.
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Acts 14:8-18

Persistent in these Pivotal Places

« Antioch, Iconium, * He will write to
Lystra & Derbe will these churches -
prove to be places the churches of
that Paul persists in Galatia—in the
going to, writing to, letter to the
& writing about: Galatians.

* He will go backto & -« Timothy will come
through these cities from this area, as
in his journeys. Paul’s helper.
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Acts 14:8-18 on into Acts chapter 17

Parenting Principles
from the Pages of Acts

* What? Parenting * And, we will gain
Principles from some valuable
the Pages of Acts? insights regarding

* Yes! Actionable! evangelismas well,

including seeing
what is biblical &
what is not about
modern approaches
to evangelism.

* From this passage
forward we will see
some immensely
valuable parenting
principles in Acts.




