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Galatians 5:3; James 2:10; Psalm 147:19, 20

What's the nature
of the Law of Moses?

* One cannot just » Breaking just one
sign up for one or a of the individual
selected set of the statutes of the Law
individual statutes of Moses breaks
givenin the Law them all! The Law
of Moses. is a complete set!

Bottom line: With Moses it’s all or nothing! One
cannot just pick one or ten or some other subset

of the Law of Moses. Also, it was given to Israel.
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Galatians 5:3
And | testify again to every man who receives
circumcision, that he is under obligation to
keep the whole Law.

James 2:10
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet
stumbles in one point, he has become guilty
of all.

Psalms 147:19-20

He declares His words to Jacob,
His statutes and His ordinances to Israel.
20 He has not dealt thus with any nation ;
And as for His ordinances, they have not
known them. Praise the Lord!
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Psalm 147:19, 20; 2 Timothy 2:16,17;Romans 3:23; 7:7-12

The Law of Moses:
inspired, holy, righteous & good!

* If the Law of Moses + Thelawwas given to

is inspired, holy, the people of Israel.
righteous & good,  « Fallen mankind
reflecting the holy is not up to holy,

& moral character righteous & good

of God H|mse|f, character.

then can there be
any issues with
the Law of Moses?

* The sin nature in
human beings is
stirred up by law.
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Romans 7:1-6; Galatians 2:19-21;

We died to law

* God dealt with our e This is said in
human insufficiency multiple places in
forthe Law of Moses the New Testament

or any principle of & in some different
law by crucifying us ways, so that we
with Christ, so that are sure to under-
we died to law. stand them.

Even here in the USA the courts will not put a
human corpse on trial — the person had died!
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Romans 7:6
But now we have been released from the Law,
having died to that by which we were bound,
so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and
not in oldness of the letter.

Galatians 2:19-20
"For through the Law | died to the Law , that |
might live to God. 20 | have been crucified with
Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but Christ
lives in me; and the life which | now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me, and delivered Himself up for me."
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Romans 6:14,15; 7:1-6; Galatians 2:19-21

Whatwas God doing?

* In order that our » This was so that
relationship to the the way of living out
principle of law be the holiness & the
totally replaced by righteousness & the
grace, we were goodness that the
made to die with law requires is
Christ, includingour ~ accomplished by
relationship to the the life of Christ

principle of law. in & through us.
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1 Corinthians chapters 9 & 10

So why is the Law of Moses
in the New Testament?

* In the gospels, * The apostles - even
Jesus presented Paul — taught that
the Law of Moses believers under
tothe Jews inlsrael, grace had much
who were still under to learn from the
the Law of Moses. Law of Moses.

But the Law of Moses was presented to show
that we are not up it, & to contrast the ministry of
death & condemnation under the Law of Moses
with the ministry of righteousness & the Spirit.
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Ephesians 4:32; Galatians 2:20; 5:16-18; Ephesians 2:10

Motive, means & opportunity

* The ‘prosecutor’s * Butforusinthe

trio’ is relevant to body of Christ, the
us in this instance: motive is grace, &

« There is muchin the means is the
common between I|fe Of ChI’ISt through

the mora's & eth|cs the miniStl’ieS Of the

of the Law of Moses ~ Holy Spirit, & the
& the imperatives of ~ Opportunityhas been
the New Testament.  Prepared by God.
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Acts 14:1; Romans 1:16

In the synagogue at Iconium

* As was the custom « Acts 14:1 tells us
of Paul & Barnabas, that their speech to

they went to the those gathered in

synagogue early the synagogue was

on as they came very effective.

to Iconium. « This was because
* They went to the of the work of God

Jews first, then the in hearts & through
Greeks (Gentiles). Paul & Barnabas.
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Acts 14:1

A large number believed

+ This same pair of » So the response
Greek words that is to the evangelistic

here translated a message of Paul
‘large number’ has & Barnabas at the
also been translated  synagogue was

a ‘great multitude’. substantial.

So does that mean that everything is going great,
& that Paul & Barnabas will not experience any
difficulties or persecutions in Iconium, & that will

be a key indicator that they are in the will of God.
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Acts 14:1

Believed? What does that mean?

» Alarge number of » They did not ‘super

people ‘believed’ believe’, nor did

the content of the they swear that they
message that Paul had dealt with every
& Barnabas had possible issue in
preached to them. their lives first.

Their belief was practical, that is, they put their
trust & confidence in the content of the gospel

message that Paul & Barnabas conveyed, much
like we do with the floor & the pews in this room.
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Acts 14:2

But those who didn’t believe

* The Jews who ¢ The Jews who
did not believe the didn’t believe stirred
message that Paul up the minds of the
& Barnabas had Gentiles & caused
brought to the them to be antago-
synagogue acted nistic to the Jewish
out their disbelief: & Gentile believers.

Disbelief, stirred minds & antagonism
are not valid indicators of what is true,
nor is it guidance regarding God'’s will.
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Acts 14:3; Oct 48 to the last part of Feb 49 (about 4-5 months)

They spent a long time there

* Dr. Luke wrote,
“Therefore they
spent a long
time there.”.

They spoke boldly,
rather than timidly.

They spoke boldly
in reliance upon the

Lord, notthemselves.

* It was the Lord who
was testifying of the
word of His grace, &
the Lord who was
granting that signs
& wonders be done
through Paul &
Barnabas in the
city of lconium.




image19.PNG
Acts 14:4

Some sided with the Jews &
some sided with the apostles

* There were, infact, <+ The division & the

some Jews who opposition did not
sided with Paul determine how long
& Barnabas as they stayed nor the
they depended character of their
upon the Lord, ministry.

& there were + There was still
other Jews good reason for

who didn't. them to stay there.
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Acts 14:4

Apostles?

* Let’s talk about
the word ‘apostles’.

* In general, the word
‘apostle’ conveys a

‘specialmessenger’.

« But the word is
used in several
different ways in

the New Testament.

* In this context, both
Paul & Barnabas
are apostles, as
‘specialmessengers
who have been sent
on a mission, as
was described in
the early part of
Acts chapter 13.
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Acts 14:4

Paul the apostle, plus Barnabas?

» Paul is the only one < But both of them

who is an apostle, have been sent on
officially — God’s a mission, clearly by
designated apostle the direction of the
to the Gentiles Holy Spirit, so they
(Romans 11:13; are both called

1 Timothy 2:7). apostles here.

The Greek word & the English word are the
same, so we know the difference between
the different uses of ‘apostle’ by context.
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Acts 14:5

Now, it's getting serious!

* The Gentiles & * The Jewish method
Jews in opposition of carrying out
to Paul & Barnabas capital punishment
in Ilconium are at a in the case of
serious point of blasphemy
attempting to was to stone the
shamefully blasphemer to
mistreat death, which is

them. what they attempted.
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Acts 14:5-6

They became aware of it & fled

» At what point did » So did they stick

Paul & Barnabas around & ‘face the
take action? music’?

» They took action + Did they just figure
when they became that God would
aware of it. miraculously protect

« We are not told them from all ills,
how they became especially since

aware of it. they were obedient?
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Acts 14:5-6

They fled to...

» The cities of * They went to the
Licaonia, Lystra nearby cities &
& Derbe, & to the towns of Licaonia,
areas surrounding Lystra & Derbe to
each of those cities. take advantage

* They fled because of the spiritual
they knew that God ~ opportunities that
had further assign- ~ the Lord made

ment for them. available there.
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Acts 14:5-7

Continued to preach the gospel

» Paul & Barnabas * Itis valuable for
continued, as they us to ponder what
went to the nearby these two men did
cities & the towns, & did not do.

to preach the true + They fled, but not
gospel - the good right away, & didn't
news that Christ expect God to make

died for their sins, it easy, but looked
was buried & rose. for opportunity.
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The “Big Picture” *God’s sovereign will is
on God'’s will

fixed & irreversible, &
includes your position
& possessions in Him.

* God’s moral will is
revealedin Scripture &
is intended to be lived
by the life of Christ.

* God’s individual will
consists mostly of
learning to make wise
decisions, with godly
wisdom rather than
worldly wisdom.
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Acts 11:17

Legalism is standing in God’s way!
* The Book of Acts » ButActs 10:1

will progressively through 11:17
reveal that we in also puts it this
the body of Christ way:

are not under the « Legalismin the
Law of Moses nor body of Christ is
any part of it, nor standing in God’s
any principle of way! What a most

law in the least! sobering thought!
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Acts 13:38-39
The Law of Moses frees... nobody!

* Not one of the 613 * The Law of Moses

individual statutes doesn’t help to free
nor all of them anyone, get them
together can get ‘declared righteous’,
anyone declared redeemed, or even
righteous (justified), forgiven of any sins.
redeemed, or « Butit could get an
forgiven of sins — eternally saved

ever, at any time! person stoned!
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Acts 11:17;13:38,39; Chapter 15; 2 Timothy 2:16,17;Romans 7:12

What's good about the Law of Moses?

* All 613 individual * The ‘finger of God

statutes of the written on stone’ ten
Law given through commandments are
Moses are inspired repeated or referred
by God, & are to in the New
includedin the Testament.

first five books « The Law is holy,

of the Bible. righteous & good.




