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Nearly the whole city!

* The Jews were a * Pisidian Antioch
significant minority & the vicinity had
in the region of more than 50,000
Galatia, including residents, & most
Pisidian Antioch & of those were of

on over to Ephesus. Gentile background.

* Not only does this » Certainly the Jewish
verse tell us that a synagogue was
great many people overwhelmed by
came, but... the HUGE turnout!
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Translation:

Gentiles overwhelmed the synagogue!
» The picture we » There were so

get from Acts 13:44 many Gentiles

is that what was coming to hear Paul

ordinarily a pretty & Barnabas that the

large synagogue number was waaay

was overwhelmed over the capacity of

with the Gentiles of the synagogue &
the City of Pisidian the Jews could not
Antioch. control the crowds.

Dr. Luke wrote crowds — not just a crowd!
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[image: image6.png]‘The word of the Lord’ in Acts 8:25; 11:16; 12:24; 13:44, 48, 49;
15:35, 36; 16:32; 19:10, 20 means ‘the gospel’; exception: 11:16

‘The word of .
, » Equivalent terms
the Lord in Acts included:

. |_T hg,vyordtof thteh .+ theword’ (Acts 8:4)
O S 8 N 8 * ‘the word of God'

means, in Acts (with .
just one exception), ‘(Acts 13'46,)
the content of the ~ * ‘'the gospel’ (Acts

gospel that must 14:7,15, 21)

be believed in order < ‘Jesus’ or ‘the Lord
for a person to be Jesus’ (Acts 8:35;
saved. 11:20)

Much of what Acts records is about evangelism.
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When the Jews saw the crowds

» Out in the Gentile + |t was tough enough
lands, the Jews were  to even have very
eager to tell others many Gentiles
about their religion, come & listen
but they were usedto to the Jews.

having those coming « Buyt the numbers of

to the synagogue Gentiles who came
arrive in controllable  {g hear Paul &

numbers where the Barnabas was
Jews could maintain  way, way over

control. the top!
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Filled with jealousy
* When Dr. Luke « In this case, the
uses the word filled’  Jews who are
in the book of Acts, usually working

he is using the word hard to get a few
to tell us that people  Gentiles to listen

are totally in some to them are just
state, emotionally FILLED with
or spiritually. jealousy !

No matter how much the Jews ever wanted
to get a crowd together, they never were
able to get crowds together like this!
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Contradicting... blaspheming

* The Jews really » So their badly
didn’t like the way under-powered
out of proportion response was to
response that Paul try to contradict the
& Barnabas were words of Paul &
getting from the Barnabas, & to
Gentiles —a speak evil of
response they this Jesus
could never, whom they

ever get! preached.
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To the Jews first

* Paul & Barnabas * But the overall
gave the gospel responsiveness to
first to the Jews in the gospel among
Pisidian Antioch, the Jews is not
which they did great, but among
on the Sabbath the Gentiles it's very
right before great — so now they
this one. turn to the Gentiles!

“...to the Jew first and also to the Greek [the
representative Gentile] Romans 1:16; 2:9, 10
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Isaiah 49:6

He says, "It is too small a thing that You should
be My Servant

To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore
the preserved ones of Israel,

| will also make You a light of the nations

So that My salvation may reach to the end
of the earth.”
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When the Gentiles heard this

» Consider the view- + Paul & Barnabas
point of the Gentiles have been telling

at this point in time. the truth just as

+ The Gentiles have clearly & as plainly
been looking at the as it can possibly
truth through the be presented,
lens of the Jews, without corruption,
who indeed present & itis clear, &itis
truth from God, but ~ gracious & it is

with corruption. spectacular!
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Rejoicing & glorifying

* The Gentiles were
responding to the
gospel with very
great enthusiasm,
rejoicing among
themselves for what
Paul & Barnabas
have revealed, &
giving God the
glory for it.

The Gentiles were
rejoicing & glorifying
the word of the
Lord, the word of
God, the gospel,
the word, Jesus,

or whatever other
term one might use.

The content of the
gospel is fantastic!
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Scripture is inspired,
but not exhaustive

+» All Scripture is « |saiah 55:8, 9
inspired by God (2 tells us that God’s
Timothy 3:16, 17), thoughts are higher
but it is simply an than our thoughts,
unwarranted leap & His ways higher
to say that that we than our ways.
canunderstand all  « Calvinism,
of how God does Arminianism &
salvation in our Open Theism are

own minds. all man’s thoughts.
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Spread through the whole region

» The word of the » The gospel of Jesus
Lord, the gospel, Christ, which was &
etc. was being is entirely by grace,
spread through the through faith, is just
whole region all phenomenally very
around Pisidian good news!
Antioch, but not e It's good news
because Paul & for Gentiles &
Barnabas went also good news

everywhere there. for the Jews!



[image: image18.png]Acts 13:50

Devout women of prominence

* AsweseeinActs . Agwe will see, the

13:50, we will also ; ;

e ‘ regions of Galatia
see in Acts 17:4 & Macedonia were
(leading women) two of those places.

&in Acts 17:12
(prominent Greek
women), there were
places in the Roman
Empire where the
women could have
high social status.

* Dr. Luke makes
note of their great
influence, either for
good (Acts 16:14,
15; Lydia) or for
worse, as here.
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Devout or God-fearing

« As we mentioned « So these

before, Gentiles ‘devout women of
could be called prominence’ that
God-fearing or Dr. Luke wrote
devout (Acts 10:2, about could be
7,17:4,17), which Jewish or Gentile
means that they women who were
could be influenced favorable to the
or manipulated Jews, but very

by the Jews. influential locally.
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Leading men

» These leading
men, along with the
devout women of
prominence, were
politically & socially
influential in Antioch,
& they were all
pressed to join the
Jews in speaking
badly of Paul &
Barnabas.

* The ‘leading men’

would include the
Roman officials.

Together they all
put pressure on
Paul & Bamabas
to leave the area,
so as the verse tells
us, these drove
them out of the
City of Antioch

of Pisidia & the
area around it

as well.
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Went to lconium

¢ Paul & Bamabas
would travel about
four days to get
from Pisidian
Antioch to Iconium.

¢ This would take
them into a different
political & cultural
area, away from
Pisidian Antioch.

Iconium maintained
a good standing
with the Roman
Empire, & may
have become a
Roman Colony.

Iconium would offer
Paul & Barnabas a
fresh opportunity
for the gospel.
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The disciples

« We saw the word
‘disciples’ first in
Acts 6:1, as one
of several terms
that are used for
those who are
believers in Christ,
church age saints,
members of the
body of Christ,

as Paul later wrote.

* As John 15:1-9
makes clear, the
word ‘disciples’ is
aimed at having
intimacy with &
dependence
upon Christ, &
knowing Him
personally
& directly.

* ‘The disciples’
here means Paul &
Barnabas, & those
just newly saved.
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Filled with joy & the Holy Spirit
« Filled, as with Dr. * And these disciples

Luke generally, are also having a
means in totality unique filling of the
— ‘maxed out’. Holy Spirit which is
* These disciples an enablement & an
are exceedingly empowerment that
joyful, which is is speC|_f|c to the
a joy that does not apostolic era &
depend upon the therefore to this

circumstances. specific time.
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What do we do
with all this?

* We examine the
gospel that we
believe & tell to
others to be sure
that it is biblical:

» Christ died for our
sins, was buried,
& rose again — do
you believe it?

« We found our faith

in the absolute truth
of God’s word, the
singular, given truth
that is intended by
God to be truly
knowable.

We keep going
when it’s clear that
God tells us to keep
going & we change
course when God
says to do so.



[image: image26.png]The “Big Picture” God’s sovereign will is
on God’s will fixed & irreversible, &

includes your position

& possessions in Him.

» God’s moral will is
revealed in Scripture &
is intended to be lived
by the life of Christ.

* God’s individual will
consists mostly of
learning to make wise
decisions, with godly
wisdom rather than
worldly wisdom.
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