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[image: image2.png]Chronology Of Paul’s First Missionary Journey*

First missionary journey (Acts 13-14)
Departure from Antioch

Cyprus

Perga in Pamphylia

Pisidian Antioch

lconium

Lystra-Derbe

Return visit to churches

Return to Antioch of Syria

* By Harold W. Hoehner

Apr 48 to Sep 49

Apr 48

Apr to Jun 48

first of Jul to mid-Jul 48
mid-Jul to mid-Sep 48

Oct 48-last of Feb 49
Mar to mid-Jun 49
mid Jun to Aug 49

Sep 49
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The letters

of Paul

* The apostle Paul
wrote 13 of the 27
books of the New
Testament.

« We know that he
wrote other letters
that we do not have,
including two to the
church in Corinth &
one to Laodicea.

* Dr. Luke does not
even mention Paul
writing any letters
in the book of Acts,
even though Paul
may have written
hundreds of letters.

» But today’s passage
contains words that
that we will find as
pivotal words in the
letters of Paul from
Romans onto the
letter to Philemon.
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"Therefore He also says in another Psalm,
"You will not allow Your Holy One to undergo
decay.' 36 "For David, after he had served the
purpose of God in his own generation, fell
asleep, and was laid among his fathers and
underwent decay; 37 but He whom God
raised did not undergo decay.

38 "Therefore let it be known to you, brethren,
that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed
to you, 39 and through Him everyone who believes
is freed from all things, from which you could not
be freed through the Law of Moses.

40 "Therefore take heed, so that the thing spoken
of in the Prophets may not come upon you:
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Therefore

* ‘Therefore’ is * Therefore means
used by Jesus, to present what
the apostle John logically follows
& others, but it is from what was
especially used presented in
by Paul the the speech
apostle. or writing.

‘Therefore’ presents an interim or final conclusion
based on what was given before in the way of
observations, facts or prior conclusions.




[image: image6.png]Acts 13:38-43; mid-July to mid-Sep 48

Brethren

» Paul addresses » Starting in Acts
those gathered in 6:3 the believers
the synagogue as in Christ also began
‘brethren’, which, calling one another
as we mentioned ‘brethren’, & we
before, is aterm understand that
used among fellow because we are
Jews, as Peter did Christ’s brethren
before (Acts 2:29; (from Romans 8:29

3:17). & Hebrews 2:17).
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Paul preached

» As the apostles did
before Paul, & Paul
continued to do, the
content of the good
news of salvation
was preached to the
people in the syna-
gogue, including the
forgiveness of sins.

» Forgiveness of
sins was offered to
all who believed,
based on Christ’s
payment on the
cross for the sins of
every single person
on the planet for all
of time.
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"Of Him all the prophets bear witness that
through His name everyone who believes
in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”

Through Christ’'s name — all of who He was,

is & has done — every single person who puts
trust & confidence in Christ’s payment for sins,
to the satisfaction of the righteous character of
the Father, receives the complete forgiveness
of sins, the full benefit of the total payment for
sins carried out by Christ on the cross, so as to
be redeemed (bought out of the slave market
of sin) & so is justified (declared righteous).
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Freed from
all things?

¢ The Greek word
that is translated
‘freed’ twice in this
passage is else-
where translated
‘justified’.

The short definition
of that word means
‘declared righteous’,
judicially, but...

« God can declare

anyone righteous
who has believed
the gospel: thus
was redeemed
(bought out of the
slave market of sin)
& forgiven of sins.

As Paul wrote,

“In Him we have
the redemption, the
forgiveness of sins”,
Colossians 1:14.
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The Law of Moses frees... nobody!

* Not one of the 613 ¢ The Law of Moses

individual statutes doesn’t help to free
nor all of them anyone, get them
together can get ‘declared righteous’,
anyone declared redeemed, or even
righteous (justified), forgiven of any sins.
redeemed, or « But it could get an
forgiven of sins — eternally saved

ever, at any time! person stoned!
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And | testify again to every man who receives
circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep
the whole Law. 4 You have been severed from
Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by
law; you have fallen from grace.

Romans 3:19-20

Now we know that whatever the Law says, it
speaks to those who are under the Law, so that
every mouth may be closed and all the world
may become accountable to God; 20 because
by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified
in His sight; for through the Law comes the
knowledge of sin.
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"Therefore take heed, so that the thing spoken
of in the Prophets may not come upon you:

41 'Behold, you scoffers, and marvel, and
perish; for | am accomplishing a work in your
days, a work which you will never believe,
though someone should describe it to you.™

Quoting Habakkuk 1:5, Paul cautions &
challenges those who would fail to

believe in the gospel message he
& Barnabas have brought to the
synagogue at Pisidian Antioch.




[image: image13.png]Acts 13:40-41; Habakkuk 1:5 (606-604 BC)
The context of the quote

+ At the time of » The Babylonians

the demise of the
Assyrian Empire
the Lord speaks
through Habakkuk
to tell the nation of
Judah, the southern
kingdom, that God
is raising up the
feared Babylonians!

invaded Judah in
three waves of
terror, finally tearing
down the temple

& the walls of
Jerusalem, &
forcing the surviving
people of Judah to
march to Babylon.
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What was the ‘work’ God was doing?

* Intwo decadesfrom + More importantly,

this time (48 AD) God had done a
the Romans will work through Christ
be starting their in 33 AD in which
retaliation & Christ paid for sins
catastrophic & was raised from
destruction in the dead, & the one
Israel, ending in the eternally important
ruin of Jerusalem & issue was & is, ‘Do

a holocaust of Jews. you, ___, believeit?
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The destruction was really bad, but...
« The destruction of « The destruction of

Jerusalem by the Jerusalem by the
Babylonians was Romans was really,
really, really awful, really awful, along
along with death with death for many
for many Jews & Jews & slavery for
exile for nearly all many who survived

Jews who survived. the catastrophe.

But an eternity in hell for those who refuse to
believe, who are the scoffers, is awful beyond
description. Paul, in quoting Habakkuk 1:5,
is warning them about failure to believe.
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Finally, we’re out!

» Eventually, the * \We get the picture
synagogue service that the people who
did end, & the heard Paul speak
opportunity to were not just mildly
influence the interested in what
synagogue he had to say, but
ruler & to invite were rather intense-
speakers back ly interested in what
was right then, as he had to say — they

the service ended. begged for more!
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Jews & God-fearing proselytes

* The Jews were » The God-fearing
those who were Gentiles we were
ethnically Jewish, those who ranged
& they had been from regarding the
descended from Jews respectfully,
Jacob, also called to being converts
Israel, & his sons. to Judaism.

* These were also * The proselytes had

generally observant converted to Juda-
of the Law of Moses.  ism.
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So what does ‘followed’ mean?

« Does this mean that + As we will see,

these Jews & God- these Jews & the
fearing Gentile God-fearing Gentile
proselytes to proselytes came to
Judaism just believe in Jesus
followed Paul & Christ for salvation.

Barnabas out of the .« |n the context of all

synagogue & hung of the book of Acts
out with them after those who followed
that? No... became believers.
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Continue in the grace of God

* Having been saved + Are there hazards

by the gospel of to continuing in the
grace by believing grace of God? Yes!
the gospel of the « Following the Law
grace of God, Paul of Moses or some
& Barnabas urged subset or Principle
these believers in of Law are hazards
Christ to continue in o continuing in the
the grace of God, grace of God, as

from then on. they urged.
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Holly Hills Bible Church – 43 The Book of Acts – November 26, 2017

Acts 13:38-43 – Continue in the grace of God - Page 4 of 4
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