[image: image1.png]Acts 13:1-12 « Once Saul becomes

a believer, we will
Barnabas & Saul  see that the order,

when the names

* As we proceed are together, is
through Acts we ‘Barnabas & Saul’
will see a few (Acts 11:30-13:7).

different patterns

« We will soon see
of the names

‘Paul & Barnabas’

‘Barnabas’ & ‘Saul’: (Acts 13:42), then
* Barnabas was just ‘Paul’ (Acts

introduced first, 15:40-28:25; then

then Saul (Acts in the rest of the

4:36; 7:58). New Testament).
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Fasted, prayed,
laid hands & sent

« The believers in
Antioch fasted to
focus on the Lord,
they prayed to
communicate

with the Lord,

& laid hands on
Barnabas & Saul
to identify with the
mission of the Lord.

» The Holy Spirit

had said to send
Barnabas & Saul,
& through all the
believers in Antioch
the Holy Spirit had
set aside & had
sent Barnabas

& Saul for the
work to which
they had been
called by the

Lord.
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Smooth as silk

» Since the Holy Spirit + Everything that took
was the one moving place from then on
the church body at out, had no hitches,

Antioch to send bumps, difficulties
Barnabas & Saul rough patches, or
on this mission, & threats, right?

the saints a!t Anf(ioch * If God is with us,
did everything right,  then everything will

spiritually speaking,  be smooth — right?
then...
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You can’t get there from here, unless...

» Since early in our
study of Acts, &
even in the Gospel
of Luke, we began
emphasizing the
reality of all of these
biblical events, &
we underscored
that point with
specific dates

& locations,

if possible.

» One point to be

made right here is
that the prevailing
winds will only allow
travel by ship from
Seleucia to Cyprus
in the spring, which
is one of a few
reasons why this
event is dated
April 48 AD, in

the springtime.
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Proclaim the word of God

* The word ‘proclaim’ + The word of God,
has built within it the  which in this context

idea of making a refers to the content
message known, to be believed in
& to declare it. order to be saved,

» Barnabas & Saul is also called ‘the
were not just going gospel’, ‘the word
about telling these of the Lord’, & in
peop|e something some contexts it

they already knew. is called ‘the faith’.



[image: image8.png]Acts 13:5
» The pattern of these
The synagogues two, & later of Paul,

of the Jews was:

* The Jews went * “For | am not
about establishing ashamed of the
synagogues in gospel, forit is the
Jerusalem, through- power of God for
out the land of salvation to every-
Israel, & the one who believes,
world, where to the Jew first and
ever there was a also to the Greek.”
gathering of Jews. - Romans 1:16

So they started at the synagogue,
here in Cyprus, & elsewhere, too.
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John, who is called Mark

« John, whois called < This John, who

Mark, came along is called Mark, is
as their helper, to somebody we’re
do anything that going to learn a
might be needed great deal about.
to help Barnabas  « |n fact the Lord is
& Saul in their going to surprise
mission. us about him.

John, who is called Mark, will take us to the
depths of disappointment, & division, & later
we’ll see a marvelous work of God’s grace.
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The whole Island, as far as Paphos

* We are told, very * We are not, how-

briefly, what took ever, given any
place in Salamis, detail at all about
on the east end what happened
of Cyprus, & now between Salamis
we are about to get & Paphos, even
even more such though it appears
detail about what that Barnabas &
took place in the Saul were very

city of Paphos. thorough about it.
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Oh, NO! Not another ‘magician’!

« In Acts, we've seen
the magician Simon
of Samaria, who
was spiritually
corrupt, & now we
are going to find
out about a Jewish
magician, who was
named ‘Bar-Jesus’
(son of ‘Yeshua’).

In New Testament
times, magic &
various kinds of
occultic practice
was a substantial
business throughout
the Roman Empire.

We will see more
about ‘Bar-Jesus’
& about ‘magic’.
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The proconsul, Sergius Paulus

» Sergius Paulus,
who had been
appointed by the
Roman Senate,
was the Roman
official in Cyprus,
& who is described
as being intelligent,
that is, he had
‘understanding’.

» He actually officially

invited Barnabas &
Saul to come to him
personally to speak
about the word of
God — the gospel
message about
Christ as the

savior of all

who believe.
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Those who pursue the truth
& those who shun it

» While the direction  + Eventually, that

that people seem spiritual principle

to be going with will become evident,
respect to the even if not to us
truth may be here on planet
unclear for earth.

atime, inthe « It will become

end people will apparent that

either shunthe truth Sergius Paulus
orthey will pursue it. pursues truth.
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Elymas (‘Wise’)

* This Bar-Jesuswas
marketed among
them as ‘Elymus’
(‘Wise’), but was
really a false
prophet.

* He was opposing
Barnabas & Saul,
seekingtoturnthe
proconsul away
from ‘the faith’.

* Those who base

their belief & their
practices on false
spirituality will either
corrupt or oppose
the true gospel
message & the
teaching of the
truth, because
Christ is the one
singular truth & life,
& there is salvation
in no one else
(John 14:6).
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The faith

* ‘The faith’, a term .
used from Acts to
Revelation, refers
to ‘the gospel’ that
must be believed in
order to be saved, .
at a minimum, or
to the entire set of
teachings of the
apostles (Jude 3).

In this context, it
means the content
of the gospel that
must be believed in
order to be saved.

We’re also going
to see that Elymas’
opposition to the
faith will not win
out in the end.
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Saul, also known as Paul

e This is the one « In biblical times, it
verse that tells us was not uncommon
that Saul was also to have a person’s
known as Paul. name be added to

. Of course, the or changed, often
name Saul will be for spiritual reasons:
replaced by Paul » Jacob > Israel
for the rest of the » Simon > Peter
New Testament,

. » Saul > Paul
starting now.
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Filled with the Holy Spirit,
fixed his gaze

» \We said previously
that the filling of the
Holy Spirit in the
book of Actsis a
special filling to
empower for a
specific task or
words, evident in
the words to follow
(versus the filling of
Ephesians 5:18).

¢ This word for

‘fixed his gaze’

is one we've seen
before in the Gospel
of Luke & the Book
of Acts, & we do
well to pay close
attention to the
word (atenizo)

& how it is used
here & elsewhere.
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Such gentle & conciliatory words!

» Paul says to Elymas + “You enemy of all

(aka Bar-Jesus): righteousness!”

* “You are full of all * “Will you not cease
deceit & fraud!” to make crooked

« “You son of the the straight ways
devil!” of the Lord?”

Paul said these things to tell the truth about
Elymas, but also to make clear why Paul is about
to declare a miraculous blindness upon Elymas,

which would validate the message of Paul.
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The hand of the Lord

* From the Old ¢ This is the last time
Testament on into this set of words is
the New Testament used in all of the
the term ‘the hand Bible, & it definitely

of the Lord’ had means bad news
good implications for Elymas, but
in some contexts, good news for

& bad implications Sergius Paulus,
in some other who will receive

contexts. the gospel.
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Blind, not
see the sun

» Elymas (aka Bar-
Jesus), was told
that he would be
physically blind
(not see the sun),
& outwardly he
had a mist & a
darkness upon
him that others
could see!

* He would have to

have others lead
him by the hand.

But between the
words of Paul,
Elymas physical
blindness, & the
mist & darkness,
Sergius Paulus
saw ‘validation’
of the message’
in the words of
Paul to Elymas,
& in the blindness.
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Two things:

» Having both seen » Sergius Paulus
validation of Paul’s was amazed at
message in the the teaching of the
blindness of this Lord, which in this
Elymas, & having case was the truth
heard the message about Christ’s death
of the true gospel, on the cross for all
Sergius Paulus of our sins, His
believed & was burial & His

saved eternally. resurrection.



[image: image26.png]Acts 13:1-12

The Elymas problem

» The opposition * And, the obstacles
from Elymas may & challenges that
not have been the faced them will
only opposition & become more
obstacle that Saul diverse & more
& Barnabas faced threatening as we
on the island of go through the Book
Cyprus, though we’ll  of Acts, & evenmore
see many more will surface in Paul’s

obstacles ahead. letters.
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In an era of hyper-communication

* We live in an era » But the ability
of unprecedented of a believer to
ability & capacity to communicate
communicate with with the Lord is
one another, & the same asitwas
from one group or 1969 years ago,
entity to another. way back then.

We have the opportunity to bring things before
the Lord that 1969 years of human technology
& ‘progress’ have not improved upon. We can
bring things before the Lord with no delay time.
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