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This passage has four parts!

* What happened to
our Prisoner Peter?

» King Herod Agrippa
| loses his grip!

* The church at

Antioch gets it
all together!

¢ The church at
Antioch sends
three together!
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When day came

» The angel really » Not only did

did a number on the soldiers have
the soldiers! no idea how Peter

+ |t was not until could possibly have
day came thatthey ~ disappeared, they
became aware of knew instantly that
Peter's miraculous they were in really,
escape! And they really, big terminal
never knew about trouble — this meant

the angel! the death penalty!
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What had become of Peter?!

« What had become » God had, by a
of Peter was that he series miracles,
was miraculously intervened to have
freed from the extra Peter escape the
high prison security extra high security
measures that were measures, above
prescribed by King Roman military
Herod Agrippa | to standards, so
the soldiers. Peter lived.
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Why?

¢ Couldn’t God have
preserved both
James & Peter

from the murderous

intent of Herod
Agrippa I?

¢ Couldn’t God have
killed Herod before

he killed James &
tried to kill Peter?

¢ Couldn’t God have

prevented all of the

persecutions of the

apostles, & the rest
of the church, which
took many lives?

Couldn’'t God have
converted Saul to
become a believer
much earlier, &
prevented the
horrific deaths of
faithful believers
in Christ?
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Herod looked high & low

» Herod had ordered  + But after conducting
way above standard  his own search &

security measures not finding Peter,
for holding Peter. he ordered the

* What he really guards executed —
wanted was to perhaps just the
kill Peter as he four on duty, or
had James, the maybe even all

brother of John. sixteen of them!
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Judea to Caesarea

» Governors & kings + Caesareawas a

who ruled over Roman military
areas that included base & port city,
both Caesarea & & there was plenty
Jerusalem tended of military & major
to call Caesarea structural protection
‘home’, & that’s there — it had lots of

what Herod Agrippa earthly security for
apparently did, too. a Roman politician.
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King Herod was very angry
» King Herod was » And Dr. Luke does

very angry with not tell us why King
the people of Herod was angry,
Tyre & Sidon. but he was one
« But King Herod of the Herods.
was just angry + It was a family
a lot — really, tradition to be
really angry. murderously angry,
« He was angry he didn’'t need to

enough to Kill. have a reason.
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There’s politics in the mix!

» Getting in good » Having Blastus
with Blastus the on their side would
Chamberlain... give them a good
that was the entry into approach-
strategy of the ing King Herod,
residents of because the people
Tyre & Sidon. wanted to eat!

Northern Israel, specifically Galilee, was the
‘breadbasket’ for the cities of Tyre & Sidon. They
were coastal on the west, & forested on the east.
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Herod had
everything right - & wrong!

» Herod Agrippa | + After the breakup
had been raised of the kingdom of
with boys who Herod the Great,
were destined Herod Agrippa |
to become the was the first to get
upper crust of those lands all
Roman society: together again

« Emperors Caligula under one king
& Claudius were — himself! But

his ‘boyhood buds’.  thatwas ‘bad...’
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The voice of a god!

* “The voice of agod + For centuries many
& not a man” was pagan cultures
Tyre & Sidon code had declared or
for, “We really want entertained the
to eat, & not to have idea that a ruler

our heads cut off, was deity.
so we'll ‘butter you  « o while the
up’ with any words Jews would not

we think you'd like go for this, the
to hear”. pagans did.
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An angel of the Lord struck him!

» An angel of » There are several
the Lord, under things about this
command from that are spiritually
the Lord, caused fascinating, if you
King Herod to be aren’t the one being
eaten with worms. eaten by worms.

We might wish that God would do that with every
self-obsessed politician, but then we might
not have any politicians at all! God is
the one who decides these things.
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The word of the Lord

* ‘The word of the * The primary
Lord’, which means, meaning of ‘the
‘the message about word of the Lord’ in
Jesus’, ranges from Acts 12:24-25 is the

the simple gospel gospel of salvation.
message to the + The gospel of
fuller teaching salvation went

of the apostles, to more & more

as in, ‘the faith’. places & people.



[image: image15.png]The Mission that
Barnabas & Saul fulfilled (Acts 12:25)

Acts 11:27-30

Now at this time some prophets came down
from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them
named Agabus stood up and began to indicate
by the Spirit that there would certainly be a
great famine all over the world. And this took
place in the reign of Claudius. 29 And in the
proportion that any of the disciples had means,
each of them determined to send a contribution
for the relief of the brethren living in Judea. 30
And this they did, sending it in charge of
Barnabas and Saul to the elders.



[image: image16.png]Acts 12:24-25

To Jerusalem, then to Antioch

¢ Barnabas & Saul « Once these funds
went to gather were delivered by
funds from the Barnabas & Paul
churches that were to the elders of the
located outside of churchin Jerusalem,
Judea, & took them they had completed
to the elders in their mission.
Jerusalemtohelp  « Then they returned
the saints through to the church

the time of famine. at Antioch.
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a believer, we will
Barnabas & Saul  see that the order,
when the names

* As we proceed are together, is
through Acts we ‘Barnabas & Saul’
will see a few (Acts 11:30-13:7).

different patterns

« We will soon see
of the names

‘Saul & Barnabas’

‘Barnabas’ & ‘Saul’: (Acts 13:42), then
* Barnabas was ‘Paul & Barnabas’,

introduced first, then just ‘Paul’

then Saul (Acts (Acts 15:40-28:25).

4:36; 7:58).
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John, who was also called Mark
* In the book of Acts  + Except for Acts

‘John’, who was 15:37, he will be
also called ‘Mark’ called either ‘John’
is identified three or ‘Mark’ in the rest
times, this passage of the book of Acts,
being the second & in all of the rest of
one in which he the New Testament
was so identified. books & letters.

We are about to learn great & momentous things
from what Scripture records about John, who is
called Mark — & about Barnabas, & about Saul

who will be Paul, & about ministry.
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Prophets & teachers

* New Testament e Teachers, however,
era prophets were were gifted by the
gifted as prophets Holy Spirit to teach
because the New the Bible, from the
Testament was far time of the apostles
from complete. until now, & until the

« The New Testament  Lord calls us home
era gift of prophecy, at the time of the
was temporary, until  rapture, the taking
we had allthe books. ~ up of the church.
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Barnabas, Simeon,
Lucius, Manean & Saul
» Joseph, nicknamed -+ Lucius was from the

Barnabas (‘son of north African city of
encouragement’) Cyrene, near what
the Levite from is now called
Cyprus ‘Benghazi’

» Simeon, also called <+ Manean, brought up
Niger, most likely with Herod Antipas,
because he was who had John the
darker skinned — Baptist beheaded, &
a north African interrogated Jesus

Saul, who would later be called Paul, the apostle
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Ministering to the Lord?!

» The five men who » They taught the
were named in Acts truths contained in

13:1 were listed as the Old Testament,
ministering to the adding to those

believers in the truths the teachings
church at Antioch. given to the church.

But with Acts 13:1 we see that these did not just
minister to the church body at Antioch, though
they did do that, but they also ministered to the
Lord, based on an individual & joint relationship
with the Lord; we call that fellowship, with Him!
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4:3; 9:31; Psalm 35:13; 69:10; 109:24; Daniel 9:3; Joel 2:12

Fellowship plus!

» Ministering to the
Lord is not based
onthe Lord needing
anything from us,
but rather that He
should be praised &
adored & thanked &
glorified, because
He does deserve it,
& always intended it.

Our ministering

to the Lord is not
based on His
needing anything
nor on anything that
we owe to Him, or
can even begin to
pay back to Him.

Fasting is now
under grace!
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“Set apart for Me”

* “The Holy Spiritsaid” « “Set apart” is a word
means that the Holy pair that conveys
Spirit communicates being ‘set apart
& we see that the for a godly & holy
Holy Spirit is often purpose & mission’.
the Person of the « \We can see also
Trinitythroughwhom  that God had called
God conveys truth &  them for this part-
instruction & godly icular work, which
direction to us. we will see soon.
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Fasting & praying
& laying on hands

» Fasting & praying

& laying on hands -
things that they did
or that we can do —
are no substitute for
the specific direction
from God given
through the

Holy Spirit.

» No matter how holy

something looks on
the outside, by what
we do, don’t do, or
say, or don't say, it
is only those things
that the Lord has
directed in the first
place that are holy.
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We're called & then we’re called

< As believers in < Within that, each
Christ each one of us also has tasks
of us in the church & roles & ministries
body has a calling to which we have
to which each one been called, & with
of us is called: which we have
fellowship with been entrusted,
Jesus Christ. as a stewardship.

We are never entrusted with a stewardship
separate from the calling to which we have
been called, that is, fellowship with Jesus Christ.
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