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Scriptures with startling surprises

» This Scripture » But these are all
passage is full surprises that we
of surprises, & can learn from, &
different people that is why they
are surprised by are there in Acts,
different things. by God’s intent.

But we’re going to see that the surprises are all

purposeful & some of those surprises are even

spiritually valuable, which is one of the reasons
why we see them in Scripture.
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Difficult questions, coming right up!

* In this passage, we + The brother of the

are about to come one who loses his
across some very life by very violent
difficult questions: means will live on
« Two apostles are another 52 years,
about to be grave|y & will write five
threatened, & one books of the New
will lose his life, & Testament, but the

the other one willbe ~ ©ne who loses his
saved by miracles. life writes none.
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Which ‘King Herod”
are we talking about?

* Herod the (not so)
Great had nine or
ten wives, depend-
ing on which of the
historians one listens
to, & he was also
inclined to ‘erase’
any wife or son
who made him
feel threatened.

Nonetheless, his
family tree is large
& complicated.
This ‘King Herod’
is Herod Agrippa I,
who ruled from 37
to 44 AD, in the
middle of it gaining
all the territories of
Herod the Great.
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James, the brother of John

« James & John were
the sons of Zebedee,
‘the sons of thunder’
(Matthew 4:21;
Mark 3:17).

* They had asked
Jesus that they be
given the seats
of highest honor

in the kingdom
(Mark 10:35-37).

« But now James was

taken home to be
with the Lord — the
first of the apostles
to die, & the only
death of an apostle
directly recorded in
the New Testament.

‘By the sword’ likely
meant that he was
beheaded.
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It pleased the Jews...

» Herod Agrippa |
may have been a
sovereign king over
the land & people
of Israel, but he was
also a politician who
sought the favor of
his constituents,
which included the
leaders of the Jews.

The Killing of the
apostle James, the
brother of John, met
with the approval

of the Jews, likely
including many
leaders of the Jews.

Peter is the next
apostle in Herod’s
plan & schedule.
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The days of Unleavened Bread

* The seven Jewish » The population of
feasts prescribed by  Jerusalem would
the Law of Moses swell by thousands
began on Passover, during the time of
& that was followed the feast, & Jewish
by seven days of fervor ran very high
Unleavened Bread. during those days.

The arrest of Peter in the middle of the feast of
Unleavened Bread was done with the
intent that it be very public.
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Four squads of soldiers

» Assigning four
squads of soldiers
was similar to the
Roman guard that
was assigned to
watch over Jesus’
tomb (Matthew
27:65, 66), except
that Peter was
still alive!

» Apparently Herod
Agrippa | did not
want to have any
more embarrassing
surprises, as had
happened 10 years
before, when all
of the apostles
got loose (Acts
5:17-26)!
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Roman military practice

» Herod was ruling » Peter was under
under the authority very tight security
given him by the in the Fortress
Roman Empire, & Antonia.
he had ordered four « verse 6 will give
squads of four us more detail
Roman soldiers about how Peter
to hold Peter in was guarded by

the Roman prison. these soldiers
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But prayer

» Things had turned » But when Peter
out rather badly, by was seized by order
human assessment,  of King Agrippa I,

for James the the local body of
apostle, the brother Christ began to
of John. pray for him.

* We don’t know any- + And their prayers
thing about prayer were not casual,
for James among nor individual —

the saints. but prayer...
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On the very night...

* Dr. Luke writes * Could God have
that this was the freed Peter earlier?
night before Herod  « Or even prevented
Agrippa | was plan- his arrest in the first
ning on bringing place?

Peter before the  We will see that
public, with the God does not act

implication being Egtﬁiflitee‘?rﬁ ?r?etzll

that Peter had process, even

been in the prison though it is clear
for a few days... that He could have.
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‘Stepped up’ Roman security

» Standard Roman » But it appears that

security practice Peter was chained
would have been between two of
to chain Peter’s these Roman
right hand to one guards — one on
guard’s left hand. each side of him

« This was what - & there were two
was done with Paul ~ more guards stand-

when he was under  ing watch at the
house arrest. doorway to the cell.
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Peter... sleeping?

* Imagine, for a
moment, that
you were Peter...

¢ James, with whom
you had spent three
years alongside
Christ, & much of
the 11 years since
then, had just been
executed by sword.

* You had just been

arrested a few days
ago, by the same
ruler who had
ordered the swift
execution of James
by the sword, & are
held in prison.

Would you be
sleeping right then?
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John 21:18-19

"Truly, truly, | say to you, when you were
younger, you used to gird yourself and walk
wherever you wished; but when you grow old,
you will stretch out your hands and someone
else will gird you, and bring you where you do
not wish to go." 19 Now this He said,
signifying by what kind of death he would
glorify God. And when He had spoken this,
He said to him, " Follow Me!"
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The guards in front of the door

* We see that Peter  + Many presume that
was chained to two the two guards who

Roman guards at were chained to
once, & that there Peter were also
were two more asleep, but neither
guards at the the text nor what we
doorway, who know of Roman
were not asleep, military practice

but were watching would say that

Peter & his guards. they were asleep.
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An angel of the Lord

* As we read Dr. » The angel suddenly
Luke’s description appeared, just to
of events it is Peter, but not the
Peter’s perspective guards.
that we are « A light shown in the
told about, & cell, but apparently
secondarily just to Peter, & Dr.
Rhoda’s Luke does not

experience. describe a source.
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Four more things happened!

» The angel of the » The angel told Peter
Lord struck Peter’s to, “Get up quickly”.

sideZ hard enough » To accommodate
to stir Peter, so that:  that, & Peter's

» Peter woke up, miraculous escape,
at least to some the chains fell off
degree. both hands.

As we’ll soon see, that was not all that the angel
said & did. We'll also soon see whether or not the
Romans soldiers on duty saw or heard anything!
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The angel then said
four more things!

» The angel told Peter + The angel has been

also to gird himself giving Peter some
& put on his sandals, very specific, brief
& to wrap his cloak instructions, & has
around himself, & acted to light the
then to follow the cell, & unlock
angel. the chains.

The combination of events that are briefly
described here are some miraculous events
& some of Peter simply following instructions.
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Peter went out & continued to follow!

» After the light came + The four Roman
into the cell, & the soldiers neither
angel struck Peter saw, nor heard
& spoke instructions  nor felt any of
to him, & Peter then these things,
followed the spoken & it is likely
instructions, & the that they didn’t
chains fell off, & the all sleep through
door was unlocked this, but were all
& opened... four wide awake!



[image: image19.png]Acts 12:9

Peter thought...

* As we all read & * So since the
studied previously previous vision was
in Acts chapter 10, instructive rather
Peter had indeed than reality, he
experienced at was thinking that
least one vision this set of events
before, & it was instructive as
seems that he well, rather than
thought that this a real & true series

was just another. of events.
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Passed the first & second guard!

« The first & second « And there were

guard were there four squads of four
to make sure that soldiers each in
nobody passed order to make sure
them in order that each set of
to escape! soldiers was ‘fresh’!

And the iron gate was not unlocked & opened
manually, but rather miraculously opened by
itself — or so it appeared to Peter. As
they went out, the angel left Peter.
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Under grace, selling
one’s property was not a mandate

* Backin Acts 2 * But thisis an
through 5, we saw example of one
that some believers who did not sell
were selling their their property, but
property & giving still offered their
the proceeds from place for the
the sale to the support of the
apostles to use church body in

as they saw fit. Jerusalem.
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Many were praying

* Many were praying + And they were all
at the house of Mary, praying, but were
& they were praying neither demanding
directly to God for that God take some

Peter, the apostle. specific actions, nor
« They were not were they making

praying to angels any bargains or

or to saints, nor deals with God.

were they making * They weren’t even
political appeals. expecting a miracle.
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Rhoda

¢ Rhoda, whose
name means Rose,
was the girl who
answered Peter’'s
knock & voice at
the entry gate.

« The translations
often have her as a
servant girl, but she
could be just young.

She recognized

Peter's voice, so
she knew who he
was well enough.

But she was so
filled with joy that
she ran inside

to tell everyone,
but didn’t open
the door for Peter!
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You are out of your mind!

» They prayed, but » But Rhoda
were they expecting  was persistent,
a miracle in answer & so was Peter!

to their prayers? + Rhoda kept insist-
» Apparently not! ing it was Peter, &
« Jewish customs Peter kept on call-

had it that an angel ing out & knocking.
might take on the * \When they opened
appearance of the the door, they all
assigned human. were amazed!
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Was it the Lord
or an angel?

* Earlierin the
passage, from
verses 7 to 10,
we read that it was
an angel who did
all of these amazing
things & gave Peter
specific instructions
to follow, & then
follow the angel.

¢ But here in verse 17

Peter tells them that
the Lord led him out
of prison — so which
one is it? Acts 12:11
“‘Now | know for
sure that the Lord
has sent forth His
angel and rescued
me from the hand of
Herod and from all
that the Jewish
people were
expecting.”
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to James & the brethren

» Jesus’ half-brother + \We have begun to
James had become see the elders in the
anelderinthe church  church in Jerusalem
in Jerusalem, along take on a significant
with others whose role, as we did in
nameswe don’tknow, Acts 11:30, when
to serve the church funds for the church
body in Jerusalem. came to the elders.

James will take on great significance two more
times in the book of Acts (15:13; 21:18), so
we will anticipate hearing from him again.
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God had His
purposes & timing for James & Peter...

» We are not told why + And we will not

God took James always have a
home early, nor good sense as

why Peter was to why God will
preserved from allow or do or not
the same fate do things in our own
as James. lives or in others.

We should not expect that God will do things the
way we would do them! Nor should we expect
that God’s timing will make sense to us.
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A short course in miracles

» Jesus performed » Even today
miracles, as did God can perform
the apostles. miracles as He

* But we see that sees fit, but we
the miracles the are not to expect
apostles performed ~ them or demand
were for m|n|stry them, nor will it be
purposes, & not God’s job to make
self-serving nor everything smooth

self-preserving. in our path.
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But prayer!

» Things will some- » There will be times
times get very when it appears that
bad... but prayer! we can do absolute-

« There will be times ly nothing at all...
when there is no but prayer!
visible hope in a * And when every-
circumstance... thing is going very
but prayer! smoothly... prayer!

But we must not think that prayer is powerful!
Only the God we are praying to is powerful!

Sometimes what needs to change is not the

circumstances or others, but the one praying!
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