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A timely, purposeful scattering

» The totally unjust * Among those

& ghastly stoning outcomes from
death of Stephen the scattering of the
brought about by believers in Christ

hypocrisy, lying in was that Philip, one
court, & a pattern of of the seven, took

chronic resistance the gospel to the
to the Lord, had a people of Samaria,
most wonderful & who were all very

purposeful outcome. responsive.
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Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard

who had remained in Jerusalem when others scattered

that Samaria had received the word of God,
the gospel of the kingdom & the gospel of substitution

they sent them Peter and John, 15 who came
A the apostles  named together for the last time

down and prayed for them that they might

A from Jerusalem

receive the Holy Spirit.
as a unique transitional event among the Samaritans
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Believe, then later receive?

» Based on what » But then they see
some see in this the book of Acts
passage, the ones telling us that these
who become the Samaritans became
believers in Christ, believers, & were
that is, in His death saved, but received
for our sins, burial the Holy Spirit later
& resurrection, are as the apostles
indeed saved. prayed they would.

Some would have us all asking the Holy Spirit to
come in after we are saved, for a 2nd blessing,
Spirit baptism, being filled with the Spirit, etc.
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However, you are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if* indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.
But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ,
he does not belong to Him... 11 But if* the
Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit who dwells in you.

*if’ is there so that the reader will follow the
logic — not to cast doubt



[image: image6.png]Acts 8:14-15 Spirit Baptism:
Baptized by the Holy Spirit
into the body of Christ

1 Corinthians 12:13

For by one Spirit we were all* baptized+ into
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether
slaves or free, and we were all* made to drink
of one Spirit++.

* all, not just the ones who were prayed for
+ placed into, typically implying immersion
++ the Holy Spirit is in the believer
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VActs 10:44; 11:15

For He had not yet fallen upon any of them;
4 the Holy Spirit A perfect tense Samaritans

they had simply been baptized in the name
water baptism, outward symbol 4

of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they began laying
who He is & what He has done A Peter & John

their hands on them, and they were receiving
specific NT meanin one of a few terms A

the Holy Spirit.
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‘Fall afresh on me Jd&JJde* ™ e, 2

* In today’s charis- » But Romans 8:9-11
matic-influenced makes clear that the
Christian culture Holy Spirit always
some songs have indwells believers,
become popular so will never be
that either repeated-  taken away, & we
ly ask the Holy don’t need to ask
Spirit to come back, that the Holy Spirit
‘to fall afresh’ or falls afresh on us

‘not be taken away’. (Acts 8:16: perfect).
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This is important, because

it's about knowing the Lord!
* We know the Lord + |If the Holy Spirit

& all of the Holy comes & goes,
Spirit’s ongoing or if the Holy Spirit
ministries have must be invited in
to do with the separate from belief
Holy Spirit always in Christ for our
being present to salvation, then
carry out those we have a major
many ministries. problem!

If these were true, the Holy Spirit is not the one
whom the Bible reveals that He is, nor is Christ!
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Laying on
of hands

» The practice of
laying on of hands
in apostolic times
was to commission
people into an
appointment to
service, such as
Acts 6:1-7, & to
show approval of
authority granted.

» The laying on of

hands authorized
the giving of the
Holy Spirit.

While that has
some application
today, the laying
on of hands is not
some ‘Christian
magic’ that today
automatically brings
about supernatural
outcomes or
powers.
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Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was
A Acts 8:9-24

bestowed through the laying on of the apostles’
A same as ‘give’ below

hands, he offered them money, 19 saying,
consistent with the pagan culture

"Give this authority to me as well, so that
A same as ‘bestowed’ above

everyone on whom | lay my hands may

basically, the same words as in Acts 8:17
receive the Holy Spirit.“ €same words as in Acts 8:17
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Buying & selling
magic
* In the culture of the
Roman Empire, the
buying & selling of
spiritual power was
commonplace &

considered ‘normal’.

» We're goingtocome
across this again in
Acts chapter 19, in
the city of Ephesus.

< But while the culture

then & the culture
now have areas that
are spiritually &
morally neutral,
there are also
points at which

the values of the
culture stand in the
way of knowing God.

The culture is, after
all, called the world
system, under Satan
(Ephesians 2:1-3).



[image: image13.png]


[image: image14.png]Acts 8:20-21

But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish
the same word is used of the destiny of unbelievers A

with you, because you thought you could
obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have
what God gives away is so expensive nobody can buy it!

no part or portion in this matter, for your heart

is not right before God.
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Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours,
A change of mind so as to end in belief

and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention
of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For | see

that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the
bitter poison

bondage of iniquity."

slavery to sin
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Repent & pray

» But Peter did not » To repentin the
present to Simon biblical context is
that his spiritual to have a change
condition was of mind that ends
hopeless! in belief.

* Petertold Simon * Tohave a
that he must relationship with
repent & pray God, Simon’s mind-
— both were set needed to be

necessary! reconciled to God.
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God is not a means to an end!

» People & cultures
have many, many
sin-based problems!

» Among those are:
1) aperson &whole
groups of people
cantryto make God
or ‘religion’ a means
to some other
earthly end.

2) This can also
involve money-
making schemes of
religious racketeers
who buy & sell God
& religion & healing
& special effects.

To these folks, God
is often just part of
‘the deal’.
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But Simon answered and said, "Pray to the
you must pray A

Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing of

what you have said may come upon me."
lifting Peter’s perceived curse
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You! Lift the curse on me!

* Instead of Simon » Simon just told
responding with Peter & John to
understanding of pray for him so that
what Peter just Peter’s ‘curse’ would
told him, to repent not be fulfilled.
as a change of mind . o Simon’s ‘magic
ending in belief, & for money’ mindset
to pray to God was not going to be
about his prOb'em- changed any time

atic mindset... soon.
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So, when they had solemnly testified and
A Peter & John

spoken the word of the Lord, they started back

to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel
Acts 8:4, 12; of salvation

to many villages of the Samaritans.
A the Jews said that all kinds
of Gentiles could be saved, but
Samaritans were not savable!
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On the way back

» Having fulfilled » As they head back
their apostolic role to Jerusalem, they
of extending the continue with the
gospel of salvation evangelizing that
to the Samaritans Philip had begun
& its completion in among the people
the granting of the of Samaria.
Holy Spirit, Peter « Peter & John
& John head back focus on the

to Jerusalem. villages of Samaria.
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My little children, | am writing these things to
you so that you may not sin. And if anyone
sins, we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself
is the propitiation [the complete satisfaction of
God’s character] for our sins; and not for ours
only, but also for those of the whole world*.

* Including the Samaritans!
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Key points from Acts 8:4-25

* |t is quite possible » This chapter has

for a person to ‘go shown us that God
through the motions’ is ‘impressed’ by
externally speaking, very different things
but have the true thanwhat impresses
spiritual realities other people, & God
fall short of what cannot be fooled
God intends. or distracted.

God is not a ‘stepping stone’
to somewhere or to something else.
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More key points from Acts 8:4-25

» Christ died for the * As used in the
sins of the whole Bible, repent means
world! That means a change of mind
that there is nobody that ends in belief —
who is ‘unsaveable’. not other definitions.

What really matters in life & after this life are the
things that were bought with the blood of Christ.
There is nothing that has been bought by the
blood of Christ that anyone on earth can pay for.
Grace isn’t for sale at any price —
it’s way more expensive than that!
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