Daniel 9:24-27 & the Day of Christ’s Crucifixion
A number of scholars in different fields of biblical, historical, astronomical and geological endeavor have arrived at a date for Christ’s crucifixion of April 3, 33 AD.  These have included:

· Book: Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ, by Harold Hoehner, 1973, 1974, 1975 & 1977.  The chapters that comprise the book had been published originally as articles in Bibliotheca Sacra, a journal sponsored by Dallas Theological Seminary.
· Journal Article: The Date of the Crucifixion, by Colin J. Humphreys & W. Graeme Waddington, Journal of the American Scientific Affiliation, 1985
· Meeting Presentation: Jerusalem Earthquake of 33 AD, Geological Society of America, Charlotte, NC, Steven A. Austin, November 7, 2012
· Book: The Final Days of Jesus: The Most Important Week of the Most Important Person Who Ever Lived, by Andreas J. Köstenberger & Justin Taylor, Jan 2014.  Köstenberger & Taylor have also published shorter articles and portions of their book online.
Taken together, and even though these studies differ in some details, there is accumulating a significant body of evidence that is converging on the date of Christ’s crucifixion and immediate subsequent burial nearby as having been on April 3, 33 AD, according to the Gregorian calendar.  Here are some of the evidences that are converging on the April 3, 33 AD date given in the above-listed books, articles and presentations:
· Besides Matthew, Mark and Luke, there are a few authors who wrote about the darkness on the day of Christ’s crucifixion, including Phlegon, the Greek historian, who said that the widespread darkness took place on the fourth year of the 202nd Olympiad.  That year, when intersected with the Passover date, says that the darkness was on April 3, 33 AD.
· Luke 3:1,2 says, “Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar…” John the baptist began his ministry.  Tiberius began his reign on August 19, 14 AD.  So when we calculate that (14 AD + 15 = 29 AD), and count the Passovers recorded in the Gospel of John, that takes us to the Passover celebrated on April 2, 33 AD was the Last Supper.  Jesus, of course, was crucified the next day, April 3, 33 AD.
· Within the reasonable range of years for the end of Christ’s earthly life, knowing when certain officials ruled (Luke 3:1,2), the only years that offer a Thursday night Passover / Last Supper, a Friday crucifixion and burial, followed, of course, by a Sabbath beginning at sundown, are 30 AD or 33 AD.  
· Geologist Dr. Steven A. Austin was able to examine strata near the Dead Sea, which showed evidence of intense earthquake action for the years 31 BC, which corresponds to a recorded earthquake originating in or around Jericho, and another strata higher up which shows an earthquake in 33 AD, centered in or around Jerusalem.  He believes that earthquake was the one recorded in Matthew 27:51.

Today we are going to take a quick look at Daniel 9:24-27 to see how Harold Hoehner used the prophecy in Daniel to arrive at a date for Christ’s crucifixion having been on April 3, 33 AD.  

[image: image1.png]69 Weeks (of Years) 70t Week
The Big Picture: Daniel 9:24-27
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o Genesis 29:18 — Jacob agreed to work for Laban seven years
for Rachel. but Laban gave him Leah instead

o Genesis 29:27. 28 — Laban asked Jacob to work another seven
vears for Rachel. and in these verses the seven vears are called
“shabuwa™ (seven) — exactly the same word as is used in
Daniel 9:24-27. In both places it is translated “week™.

e Exodus 21:2: 23:10.11: Leviticus 25:2-7. Deuteronomy 15:1-
3:31:10 all speak of the Laws of the Jews in which they were
to work the land six vears and rest it the seventh. Likewise
they were to provide for payment of debts for six years. and
forgive debts the seventh. Like the week of seven days. the
Jews had a week of seven years

o Josephus. 1** century. saw Daniel writing of weeks of years
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Right in the Middle of a Prophecy?

® Genesis 49:10 — Christ the Lion of Judah: His 1** Coming is
foretold. in which He is descended from the line of Judah.
then His 2" Coming is foretold in which He comes to reign
on the earth. This requires the same kind of time gap one
finds in Daniel 9:24-27. without any gap apparent from the
text

e Isaiah 61:1. and the 1* half of verse 2 is about Christ’s 1
Coming. but the 2" Coming is described beginning in the 2
half of verse 2. The same kind of time gap is required
between the 1* and 2" Coming. but without any apparent gap
in the text (see also Luke 4:16-21)

® See also Ezekiel 26 regarding the prophecies of Tyre
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e7+62+1=70

® The decree is for Daniel’s people (the Jews) & Daniel’s holy
city (Jerusalem). While allowing for the time gap that
includes the church. these verses do not mention the church

e What is included in the 70 weeks is described immediately
afterwards (verses 24-27)
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o to finish the transgression: to end the time of rebellion of the
Jews. with the coming of the Messiah — the transgression

o to make an end of sin: the sin problem of Israel will come to
an end with the coming of the Messiah — no definite article

 to make atonement for iniquity: As Christ, the Messiah
provided for on Calvary: the Day of Atonement fulfilled

e to bring in everlasting righteousness: literally. “the
righteousness of the ages™, to be brought in by Messiah’s
kingdom — the Millennial reign of Christ on the earth

e to seal up vision and prophecy: No more need for vision and
prophecy once the Messiah comes to reign

 to anoint the most holy place: setting apart the Millennial
temple for service (see Ezekiel 45:3)
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Daniel 9:25 "So you are to know and discern that from the
issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem...”

e InNehemiah 2:1-8. King Artaxerxes issues a decree to
rebuild Jerusalem. This took place about 445 / 444 BC

e This decree fulfills Daniel 9:25. & “starts the clock™ on the
timeframe for the nation of Israel

e Every other part of the prophecy in Daniel 9:24-27 is timed
off of this decree
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Daniel 9:25b “... until Messiah the Prince there will be seven
weeks and sixty-two weeks: it will be built again, with plaza
and moat, even in times of distress.”

7 +62 =69 weeks of years from the decree of Artaxerxes
Longimanus (Nehemiah 2:1-8) to the time of the Messiah

© The rebuilding would include streets supporting commerce
(plaza) and defensive structures. including the wall (moat)

o Israel’s enemies brought “times of distress” (see Nehemiah)
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Daniel 9:26a "Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will
be cut off and have nothing,...”

© 62 weeks of vears after the time the city of Jerusalem is
rebuilt, the Messiah (Christ) will be “cut off”

o The Hebrew word for “cut off™ is used for execution
(see I Sam 17:51: 31:9: I Sam 20:22: Jer 11:19 : 50:16)

 “have nothing"" means He was rejected of men & He does not
receive the Kingdom at that time
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The Roman suppression of the Jewish rebellion. culminating in
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD., as foretold by Daniel in
Daniel 9:26. & by Christ in Matthew 24:15



[image: image11.png]Daniel 9:26b: ... and the people of the prince who is to come
will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come
with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are
determined.

e ..the people of the prince who is to come: the Romans in
70 AD... the prince who is to come™ is the Antichrist (7:8)

e ... will destroy the city and the sanctuary: the Romans
destroyed Jerusalem. city & sanctuary in 70 AD (Luke
19:43.44)

e __its end will come with a flood: attacking armies were
referred to as a flood (Daniel 11:10:22. 26, 40 Tsaiah 8:8)

e ...to the end: the time when Jerusalem is overcome

e ..there will be war: as took place in 66-70 AD with Rome

...desolations are determined: God has set it in place
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o This is the time gap between the 69" & the 70" week (of
vears) we spoke of before. & as is shown on the graphic

e Notice that the church is not explicitly mentioned. since this
prophecy is about Israel. Jerusalem & Israel’s Messiah

e Also, Paul the apostle tells us that the church (the Body of
Christ) is a mystery. which is a truth not previously revealed
(see Ephesians 3:1-13: 5:32)
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e Each year in the week of vears is therefore 360 days long,
which is confirmed by Genesis 7:11. 8:4. 7:24 & 8:13
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Daniel 9: 27a "And he will make a firm covenant with the
many for one week...”

o Antichrist will “pull off” this amazing 7 year covenant.
seemingly resolving the horritic Middle Eastern conflict

© The many (the Jews) will fall for the Satanic scam. which will
allow resumption of the temple sacrifices

« But the Antichrist himself will not stand by it...
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Daniel 9:27b ... but in the middle of the week he will put a stop
to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations
will come one who makes desolate...” (see also II Thess 2:3b.4)

 This is the Antichrist, who breaks the treaty with Israel (the
many): Christ says in Matthew 24:15 that the Abomination of
Desolation will be set up in the Holy of Holies

o This is the mid-point of the Tribulation period — the 70" week.
which will begin the tyrannical global reign of the Antichrist
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Daniel 9:27¢ ... even until a complete destruction, one that is
decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate."

® Christ. as revealed in both the Old Testament (example: Psalm
2) & the New Testament (Revelation 19). will put down the
rebellious forces of Antichrist in the same way He created the
world — by the word of His mouth

* We who believe. & were raptured with Him. will also reign
with Him here on earth (Rev 5:10). but not as earthly beings




[image: image17.png]The
Decree

March 5,
444 BC
Artaxerxes
Decree
Nehemiah
2:1-8

Daniel’s 70 Weeks: Daniel 9:24-27

Dates & Calculations per Hoehner
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EXPLANATION OF DANIEL’S 70 WEEKS OF YEARS
69 x 7 x 360 = 173,880 days
March 5, 444 B.C. + 173,880 = March 30, A.D. 33

Verification

444 B.C.. to A.D. 33 = 476 years

476 years x 365.2421989 days = 173,855 days

+ days between March 5 and March 30 = 25 days
Totals = 173,880 days

Rationale for 360-Day Years

1/2 week—Daniel 9:27

Time, times, 1/2 time—Daniel 7:25, 12:7; Revelation 12:14

1,260 days—Revelation 12:6, 11:3

42 months—Revelation 11:2, 13:5

Thus: 42 months = 1,260 days = time, times, 1/2 time + 1/2 week
Therefore: month = 30 days; year = 360 days
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