The Structure of Ephesians Chapters 1 & 2
We covered references to the Greek Old Testament in Ephesians Chapters 1 through 6 on March 27th, and then the Jewish cultural background of Ephesians Chapters 1 & 2 on July 31st.  This morning we’re going to look at the ‘big picture’ pattern in Ephesians Chapters 1 & 2 while keeping our prior observations in mind, and both comparing and contrasting what Paul wrote with the Gentile culture.
Here’s a graphic of the ‘big picture’ pattern for Ephesians 1 & 2:
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So we see that both Ephesians Chapters 1 & 2 have a two-part pattern of repetition.  And before we dive into the details, we’ll want to make clear the meaning of Ephesians 1:9 and 10 so that we’ll see how it fits in the big picture pattern.

Ephesians 1:9-10 (NASU)

He
 made known to us1 the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which  He purposed in Him
 10 with a view to
 an administration
 suitable to the fullness of the times
, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ
, things in the heavens and things  on the earth
.

Ephesians 1:9-10 expanded & explained

God the Father made known, by deliberate revelation to us in the Church, the mystery,     a truth previously unrevealed but now revealed by the Father’s will, consistent with      the Father’s kind intention which He planned for those who are ‘in Christ’, namely the Church. 10 That planning for the Church has this direction: the Father’s management                 of everything in the created universe, to include those in the Church (the mystery now revealed!), for the final one of all the accumulated times of the present heavens and the present earth, that is, the heading up of all things in the Christ [the Messiah!] during the Millennium, with the ‘all things’ being all those created things in the heavens and those things on the earth, both visible and invisible.  The Millennial reign of Christ is the time on the present heavens and earth when all things will be summed up in Him, and it is the beginning of the complete restoration of all things (Acts 3:21; Revelation 20-22).

Ephesians Chapter 1
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WHAT'S THE PATTERN?

The Ephesians 1 Pattern® The Ephesians 2 Pattern

Blessings in Christ Jews & Gentiles before
salvation (‘formerly" 2 times)
What God did & is doing

The Church
& the Kingdom
Blessings in Christ

Jews & Gentiles before
salvation (‘formerly" 2 times)
What God did & is doing

The Church
&the Kingdom

* verses 1, 2 are introduction

<
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1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are at 
Ephesus and who are faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us 
in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 
before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ 
to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory 
of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us.                                                                       

In all wisdom and insight 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, 
according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an 
administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is,  the summing up of all 
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. 

In Him 11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 12 to 
the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His 
glory. 13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation--having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit 
of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 
redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 15 For this reason 
I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your 
love for all the saints, 16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making 
mention of you in my prayers; 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of Him. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so 
that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory 
of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His 
power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the 
strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him 
from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21 far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this age but 

also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and 
gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness 
of Him who fills all in all.

Ephesians Chapter 2
2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly 
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power 
of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among 
them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us 
with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He 
might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is  the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may 
boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.  

11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are 
called " Uncircumcision" by the so-called " Circumcision," which is performed in 
the flesh by human hands-- 12 remember that you were at that time separate from 
Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants 
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ 
Jesus you who formerly were far off 

have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our peace, 
who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 
15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new 
man, thus establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile them both in one body to 
God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 17 and He came and 
preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near; 18 
for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, 
and are of God's household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,                                                       

21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing                                           

into a holy temple 
  in the Lord, 
22 in whom you also are             being built together                                                       

into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.
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� The Father: Ephesians 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ”.  In verses 3,4,5,6, 8 and 9 ‘us’ means those in the Church, who are ‘in Christ’. 





� ‘in Him’ = in Christ, which is the Church being in Christ.  Verse 10 then conveys that the Church, a heavenly people, will be included in the ‘all things’ being headed up in Christ, at ‘the fullness of the times’ for the present heavens and earth.  For the meaning of “all things” see footnote 7 below.





� This is a forward-looking use of ‘eis’, similar to what we see in Philippians 1:9,10, “And this I pray,     that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until (eis) the day of Christ…”





� This is the word oikonomia, but without a definite article (so the KJV is possibly misleading here), which refers to a management by the Father, of all things in heaven and on earth toward that fullness [completion] of times.  In this context, and lacking the definite article, this word does not refer to a specific earthly dispensation at all, but to the Father’s management of all things - things in the heavens and things on the earth.  Some dispensationalists have mistakenly taken oikonomia here to mean the Millennial Kingdom.  





� The ‘fullness of the times’ is the totality or completeness of the times.  The ‘fullness of the times’ (toú pleeroómatos toón kairoón) has only one other similar use in the New Testament: Luke 21:23-24, “Woe  to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days; for there will be great distress upon the land and wrath to this people; 24 and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled (hoú pleeroothoósin kairoí).”  The times of the Gentiles will be fulfilled (come to the totality or completeness of times) at the end of the Tribulation - the beginning of the Millennial Kingdom.                                                                                                   





� The word anakefalaioósasthai conveys the heading up of all things in the Christ (not the same meaning as ‘in Christ’ as before, because of the definite article here).  All things being in the Christ has a different message than the prior uses of ‘in Christ”, ‘in Him, etc. in previous verses, since this is in reference to Christ as the Messiah: ‘And Jesus began to say, as He taught in the temple, "How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?’" Mark 12:35.  The Greek of Mark 12:35 has the definite article.





� So what does ‘all things… in the heavens and things on the earth’ convey? Colossians 1:16, “For by                Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him.”  Ephesians 1:9,10 helps explain the ‘for Him”.  See also Acts 3:21 for a Millennial Kingdom use of ‘all things’.  “In Him” is not included in the above quote at the end of verse 10, since it belongs to the next verse (verse 11).
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