Old Testament and Culturally Jewish Quotes, Phrases, 

Word References and Concepts in Ephesians chapters 1 & 2
The following is the text of Ephesians chapters 1 and 2 in the New American Standard Updated version, except as noted.  It is color-coded and has footnotes as follows:

1) Direct significant quotes from the Old Testament (OT) are given in blue lettering.
2) Words, minor phrases, and concepts which are distinctly OT in source or character or from the Jewish culture are in red lettering, but not in all capitals.

3) Footnotes are given for many OT and Jewish sources, with some Gentile references in green lettering, but those will receive more emphasis next Sunday.
Words, phrases and concepts which could have been noted as above, but were not, include:

· Being “chosen” (Ephesians 1:4) draws from a Greek word used 139 times in the Greek OT, mostly in reference to God’s choosing.  A key instance of that word in the OT is the choosing of David, from 1 Samuel 16:1-13 and 1 Chronicles 28:4,5.  Note that this OT choosing by God is in selection of the one(s) chosen without despising the others not chosen.

· Connections to praise and His glory in Ephesians chapter 1 can be made to the Greek OT – particularly to the Psalms – but have not been color coded or footnoted but they numerous and repetitive.  The Greek OT has the same words for praise and His glory as in Ephesians 1.

· References to redemption by His blood and forgiveness of sins have connections in the Greek OT to God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt, but are not color-coded, since these words were also used in the Greek culture as well.

· The concept that God’s people in the church are His inheritance (Ephesians 1:11, 18) has multiple references in the OT to Israel (Deuteronomy 32:9).  That is not to mix the two groups, in which we must observe what is distinct, but to say that the Church is likewise God’s inheritance – similar to the idea that the Church is composed of saints, as was also used of Israel in the OT.

· ‘Purpose’ in Ephesians 1 is used in the Greek OT eleven times, and in the same way – of things set out before God (e.g., Exodus 40:4, et al).  The word is used of purpose or plan in other Greek language Jewish literature as well.
· The Greek word translated “hope” is used not only of Church believers hoping for their Savior’s coming (the rapture), but also of Jews hoping for the Messiah.  Both were a certain hope - not just a wish - even though the timing of His coming was unknown to them.

· Something being sealed has numerous OT references, but was also used in the pagan culture for a great length of time and well outside of Jewish culture (Ephesians 1:13).  Sealing, however, was “until the redemption” (Ephesians 4:30), which is also the point given in Romans 8:18-25 when the whole of creation will be set free from its slavery to corruption.

· The ”Father of glory” is similar to the common OT phrases “God of glory”, “Lord of glory” and “King of glory”.  But because it is not directly as such in the NT it is not listed as a distinctly OT phrase. 

· The words for strength and power and might in Ephesians 1 are found numerous times in the Greek OT, but are not color-coded specifically.

· Other words, phrases and concepts which are debated as to whether they refer to OT and/or Jewish source are not included. 

· The chart below is from “Invitation to the Septuagint”, Jobes & Silva, 2000, page 56.  It shows a ‘family tree’ of Greek OT (Septuagint) documents.  See footnote 12 regarding the Theodotion and related Quinta subset of Greek OT documents.  Ephesians, Hebrews, and Revelation OT quotes are closest to Theodotion and Quinta subsets, which appears to be sourced in the area of Ephesus.
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is certain. This diagram illustrates one possible reconstruction.
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Ephesians 1:1-23 (NASU, except as edited and noted)
Paul, an apostle of Christ
 Jesus
 by the will of God,

To the saints who are at Ephesus and who are faithful in Christ Jesus1,2: 2 Grace3 to you and peace
 from God our Father
 and the Lord Jesus Christ1,2. 

3 Blessed be the God
 and Father4 of our Lord Jesus Christ1,2, who has blessed us
 with every spiritual blessing6 in the heavenly places in Christ2, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless
 before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons
 through Jesus Christ1,2 to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom
 and insight 9 He made known
 to us the mystery
 of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an administration
 suitable to the fullness of the times
, that is, the summing up
 of all things in the Christ
, things in the heavens and things on the earth
. In Him 11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in the Christ15would be to the praise of His glory
. 13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation--having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge
 of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

15 For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus1 which exists among you and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ1,2, the Father4 of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 18 I pray that the eyes
 of your heart
 may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in the Christ15, when He raised Him from the dead
 and seated Him at His right hand
 in the heavenly places
, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named
, not only in this age but also in the one to come
. 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet
, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

Ephesians 2:1-22
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins
, 2 in which you formerly walked
 according to the course of this world
, according to the prince of the power of the air
, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived
 in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with the Christ15 (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places
 in Christ Jesus1,2, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus1,2. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus2 for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk28 in them. 

11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called " Uncircumcision" by the so-called " Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands
-- 12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ2, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel
, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in the Christ Jesus1,2 you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of the Christ. 15 14 For He Himself is our peace
, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances
, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 17 and He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near
; 18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father4. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

� Every occurrence of Christ is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew “Messiah”.  Both mean ‘anointed’.  But that is particularly the case with a definite article, as first occurs in Ephesians 1:10.  References to “Lord” are not in red, although this was the equivalent Greek word to Hebrew “Adonai”.


� Every occurrence of Jesus is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Yeshua = savior.  See Isaiah 43:8-13, which says God is their only savior, in the context of a Millennial Kingdom passage referring to God’s Servant, whom He chose.


� The typical Jewish greeting, “Shalom” in contrast to the Greek greeting, “Charis” = grace.  See these same words at the end of Ephesians, used as a farewell, in reverse order.


� The reference to “the God” as Father is Jewish (Deuteronomy 32:6; 89:26, et al).


� Reproduces exact Greek OT phrase in Genesis 14:20 & Daniel 3:28; similar to phrases in Daniel 2 as well.


� Greek and Roman gods did not bless anyone ever, but the God of the OT did many times, starting especially with the Abrahamic covenant (Genesis 12:1-3)


� See also Ephesians 5:27 and Colossians 1:22.


� The specific term in the Greek referred to a legal process by which Roman Emperors were put in place as heirs of the throne, beginning with Augustus Caesar.  The OT Law did not make provision for adoption, but the prime example of adoption by decree is the Davidic Covenant, anticipating the Millennial Kingdom (2 Samuel 7, which includes, “I will be his father and he will be My son.”)


� The exact same Greek words are in the Greek OT Daniel, Chapter 2, in the context of prophecy about the fullness of the Gentiles (per Luke 21:24), ended by the coming of the Messiah to found the Millennial Kingdom.


� Used in Daniel, beginning and primarily in Chapter 2, in the context of prophesying about the Messiah


� This same word occurs multiple times in Greek OT Daniel Chapter 2, but rarely in other OT books.


� Greek: oikonomia had OT and NT synonyms (in Jewish context), such as ‘over the house’ (Greek OT and NT: epi tou oikou): 2 Sam 2:4, 11, 16; 2 Kings 11:6, 7, 18; 1 Chronicles 26:6; 2 Chronicles 23:18; Esther 8:2; Zechariah 12:4; Luke 1:33; Hebrew 10:21.  There are other synonyms as well.


� The Greek and Roman cultures did not see time as ending, but in the OT Daniel did, when in chapters 2-12 Daniel conveyed what God revealed, that there would be a sequence of empires ending with the Millennial Kingdom headed by the Messiah at the end of the “times” (kainos, in plural).


� The Theodotion and Quinta versions of the Greek OT both contain the rare word used here at the end of Psalm 72 – a clearly Millennial Kingdom Psalm.  Theodotion was from Ephesus. 


� Unlike the prior references in Ephesians, this occurrence introduces the phrase “in the Christ”, used by the Jews in reference to Christ as the Messiah of Israel in the Davidic Kingdom.  There are 23 uses of Christ with the definite article (“the Christ”) in Ephesians, located at 1:10, 12, 20; 2:5, 13; 3:1, 4, 8, 11, 17, 19; 4:7, 12, 13, 20; 5:2, 5, 14, 23, 24, 25, 29; 6:5.  


� Except for the insertion of “things”, this phrase reproduces the Greek OT phrase in the creation context of Genesis 1:1; 2:1,4 et al.  The use of the combination of plural “the heavens” and the singular “the earth” is a combination found in several OT passages connected to either the end of the Tribulation or the Millennial reign: Isaiah 42:5; Joel 3:16; Haggai 2:21 & Zechariah 12:1.  Christ is the Creator / Ruler.


� The word pair, “His glory” appears about 17 times in the OT, always in reference to God, sometimes in relation to the Jews, sometimes in relation to the Gentiles (nations and/or peoples), and sometimes in relation to God’s creation (heavens and the earth).   


� This is a Greek word borrowed from the Hebrews, who record its use only in Genesis 38:17,18,20.


� Opening the eyes to see spiritual things has reference to 2 Kings 6:17; see also Psalm 119:18.


� OT & Jewish usage (e.g., Deuteronomy 8:5).


� A daily Jewish Prayer in NT times spoke of the resurrection of the dead.  This reference says that this prayer has already been answered in Christ.


� Psalm 20:6 is about the Messiah, ”Now I know that the LORD saves His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven   With the saving strength of His right hand.”  See also the Millennial kingdom chapter Isaiah 62:1-12, in which verse 8 speaks if “His right hand” 


� See Acts 5:31 where Peter and the apostles call Jesus, the Prince, Savior, at His right Hand


� Philippians 2:9-11 makes the connection of the phrase, “every name that is named” with “every knee will bow” from Isaiah 45:23, a Millennial Kingdom passage.  This will be to the glory of God the Father, which glory is referenced five times in the first chapter of Ephesians


� According to Jewish understanding, Jesus spoke, and Paul wrote according to this pattern:   ‘the age’, ‘this age’, ‘this present evil age’ (Matthew 12:32; 13:39, 40, 49; 28:20; Matthew 12:32; Luke 16:8; 20:34; 1 Corinthians 1:20; 2:6, 8; 3:18; Ephesians 1:21; Galatians 1:4) refers to the time from fallen  Adam, forward to just before the Messiah’s age (which refers to the tribulation or the second coming forward).  The Messiah’s age is referred to as ‘that age’, ‘the age to come’, or ‘the one to come’ (Luke 20:35; Matthew 12:32; Mark 10:30; Luke 18:30; Hebrews 6:5; Ephesians 1:21).


� Psalm 2:1-12; 110:1-7; see also 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 & Hebrews 2:5-8; This is the most quoted OT passage in the NT.


� ‘Trespasses and sins’ would have been understood well by the Jews, but the Greek word means ‘missing the mark’, which would have been understood among the Greeks.


� “Walked” in reference to daily life was in the OT and among Jews, but was not used among pagan Gentiles (See Exodus 16:4; 18:20 et al), though they would have understood it.


� Literally, ‘the age of this world’.  The age would have been understood by the Jews (see footnote 25), and this world, better understood by the Gentiles.   


� Demons occupied the air, in Gentile perspective.


� Lived interactively, a Greek word and concept, vs. Jewish ‘walked’ in Ephesians 2:1.


� Psalm 2; 110:1.  That He was seated is revealed in the OT.  That we were seated with Him is Paul’s revelation.


� The Jews who called the Gentiles, “Uncircumcision” (Genesis 17:9-27).


� Romans 9:3-5, “...my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, 5 whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.”


� Peace was a common theme in Jewish thinking: 1) peace (shalom) was the standard Jewish greeting, 2) the Messiah was called, “the Prince of Peace’ (Isaiah 9:6), and 3) Jerusalem meant, “Habitation of Peace”.


� The Law of Moses – 613 individual statues, 365 of which are ‘thou shall not’.


� Isaiah 57:19


� This is a Hebrew poetry pattern, in which verse 22 repeats, restates or rhymes the meaning of verse 21:





21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,                22 in whom you also are             being built together                     into a dwelling of God in the Spirit 





As a point of historical perspective, the temple in Jerusalem had been under periods of reconstruction and upgrades, off and on, from 20 BC until 63 AD.
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