Logical Fallacies Supplement

The following are a sub-set of logical fallacies. One such list is on Wikipedia
. 

Ad Hominem - attacks the person arguing, or their leader(s), but this doesn’t negate the truth of a proposition.

Example: Joseph Smith was a polygamist, a liar, and known to blackmail.

Ambiguity - often comes in the form of word definitions being used when not agreed upon by those discussing a topic.

Example: When the Jehovah’s Witness says, “I’m a Christian, too,” they don’t identify Christ as the Son of God, part of the Trinity, and they don’t see Christ’s work on the cross as securing eternal salvation.

Appeal to Authority - When someone appeals to authority they don’t prove a fact or a position, they just want you to believe it because someone else does.

Example: Tom Cruise is a Scientologist, therefore you should consider scientology. Nobody that successful could be wrong.

Appeal to emotion - is not based on fact, but is instead based on a sense of personal stimulation. This is basically manipulation.

Example: You should become a Christian because Jesus makes you feel happy, good, and loved all the time.

Argument from Silence - presents that because something is lacking in presentation or information it must be false or it must be true (depending on who is arguing)

Example: The Jehovah’s Witness told me that since Jesus was never quoted as saying the literal words, “I am God,” that Jesus was just a man. 

Begging the Question – assumes the answer to the question is true (or the arguers conclusion) and using that same answer as a proof.

Example: Science is the only method of finding truth. 

Burden of Proof – Stating that a lack of evidence for position A proves that B is true.

Example: You cannot prove that Santa does not exist, therefore Santa is real.

False Causality - is a common site in the media. It is easy to misrepresent a relationship between two things and assert that one causes the other. Two things may be related subsets of a greater set without being causal.

Example: Children who eat breakfast do better in school.

The Loaded Question - used to present a false statement as a given. Once another person agrees to the false statement in the loaded question (often by answering it), the argument is lost.

Example: Since we already know that all religions lead to harm to humans by abuse or murder, we should be atheists.

Middle Ground – Assumes that a position between two opposite positions is true simply because it is the middle.

Example: I believe in evolutionary intelligent design because evolution and God are both good ideas.

No True Scotsman – By making an appeal to purity and moving the mark for an argument.

Example: 

Randy: No Christians like bluegrass

Joe: I like bluegrass and I’m a Christian

Randy: No true Christian likes bluegrass, you should re-examine your position on bluegrass

Personal Incredulity - if a person doesn’t understand the position, then it must be false.

Example: I don’t understand how electricity works, therefore electricity is magic.

The Slippery Slope argument – if we let ‘A’ happen, ‘Z’ will happen, therefore we should never let ‘A’ happen. The fallacy form of this argument is based on presumption and not facts. Not all Slippery Slope arguments are fallacies

Example: If we let our children eat ice cream for dinner we’ll have to let them eat ice 

cream for dinner every day and then they will become diabetic. 

Strawman argument - Misrepresents a position to defeat that position.

Example: The God of the Bible kills people and therefore is not a God of love. 
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� Warning: Wikipedia changes and in the future this link may not work and may be more or less valuable. � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_fallacies" �http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_fallacies�
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