Methodist, Wesleyan & Offspring Churches
Oh, brother(s)!

Brothers John Wesley (1703-1791) and Charles Wesley (1707-1788) began a movement within the Anglican Church, originally intended to correct the apathy in the Anglican Church of England.  John Wesley was more prone to theological writing (50 books), while his brother Charles was a prolific hymn writer (about 7000).  Eventually it became apparent that the changes they sought within the Anglican Church were not to come about, so the Methodist Church was formed.  George Whitefield was also associated with the movement, though he held to some different beliefs, which eventually led them to pursue separate paths and thus generated separate denominational developments.  

One common point of distinction among the early Methodist leadership was their comparatively emotional and dramatic gatherings, which often brought upon them the label of “fanatics”.  While time was indeed spent and encouraged upon Bible study, that retained many of the assumptions and practices of the Anglican Church.  Additionally the Methodist leaders included the encouragement of emotional expression and experience, as well as the extra-biblical expressions and revelations of Montanus, a second century self-proclaimed prophet.  The early Methodist leaders were also inclined to engage in and encourage social activism.    

But that was just the beginning

From quirks of history and geography, the Methodist Church developed differently in Britain than in the American colonies that became the United States, so that a different set of denominations, practices and forms of governance developed on each side of the Atlantic Ocean.  But far greater changes were to develop from groups generated out of the Methodist churches.  In the slightly more than two and half centuries since the Wesley brothers began the movement, what was begun as the Methodist movement has proceeded, in simplified presentation, as follows:
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What was begun by the Wesleys and their associates as a movement within the Anglican Church has developed denominations within each of the above five categories of church and religious groups that are present with us to this day.  Further, the charismatic movement, begun about 1960, was one that “jumped” denominational lines into a wide variety of other existing “Protestant” and even Roman Catholic and Eastern orthodox churches and denominations.  By 1970, about 10% of those who called themselves Christians also labeled themselves as Charismatic in some degree.  By 1995, that figure had grown to about 60%.  The characteristics and expressions of the Hyper-Charismatic movement have also worked their way backward into many (but not all) of the Pentecostal denominations and churches, and even some Holiness churches.  But now that we’ve used these terms, we need to clarify what each of these means.

And, now they’re off!

Methodist:  This is actually an entire family of denominations, which has continued to morph into various forms, from the relatively theologically conservative (e.g., Free Methodist Churches) to the liberal (e.g., United Methodist Churches).  At the core of the Methodist belief is Arminianism, which teaches that it is a person’s willing to believe which saves, but it is generally believed among Arminians that a person may also lose their salvation by willing otherwise or by neglect.  Also among the teachings of Methodism is the “2nd blessing”, a work of the Holy Spirit that supposedly allows one to live a sinless life.  Those under the Methodist “banner” would include those who have the word “Methodist” or “Wesleyan” in their church or denominational name, plus others.  

Holiness:  These churches are similar to the Methodist churches, but underscore personal holiness as central to their teachings, and are often theologically more conservative.  Some have also been prone to legalism.  Many of these are also Arminian (teaching loss of salvation).  Those under the Holiness Church banner would include the Nazarene and Church of God denominations.

Pentecostal:  Pentecostal Churches classically held that tongues was the singular gift evidencing the baptism in the Holy Spirit, which was specifically the “2nd blessing”.  Many, but not all of these churches have in recent years drifted toward Charismatic or Hyper-Charismatic views and expressions, with manifestations of apostolic-era spiritual gifts and even manifestations not described or mentioned in Scripture.   These churches often began as dispensational, because these church denominations most often formed at a time when the Scofield Bible was popular, and the previously popular Postmillennial view had been dashed against WWI .  Churches of this “tradition” include the Assembly of God and the Foursquare Church.  High profile names in this category are Aimee Semple MacPherson (1890-1944) and Kathryn Kuhlman (1907-1976).  This group of denominations has been labeled “1st Wave Charismatic”, though many would shun the “Charismatic” title.

Charismatic:  Since this movement was more of an infiltration of existing denominations with a variety of supposed apostolic era gifts, it did not spring up a characteristic set of doctrines or as much of a denominational profusion.  The most prominent denomination of this category is one which shuns the title denomination: Calvary Chapel, founded by Chuck Smith.  This group of denominations and churches has been labeled “2nd Wave Charismatic”

Hyper-Charismatic:  Asked to leave Fuller Seminary and Calvary Chapel, John Wimber co-established the Vineyard Churches.  These churches, and others of the same category manifest what are supposed apostolic era gifts, plus other manifestations which fall outside of anything described in Scripture.  These manifestations have migrated backwards into a number of the “old line” Pentecostal churches as well.  This group of denominations has been labeled “3rd Wave Charismatic”.

These churches may also incorporate Spiritual Formation (see lesson 38) in the range of their practices and teachings.  Some Methodist denominations and their seminaries have had substantial influence from Christian Liberalism (See lesson 43).
Where does that leave us?

The ultimate measure of all teachings and groups is Scripture, so we can examine Scriptures that address how secure our salvation is, such as:

John 10:28 expanded & explained
And I am constantly giving them life eternal, and it is not even remotely possible for them to destroy themselves into the eternity nor for any to steal them by force out of the hand of me.

The same root word translated “destroy” above is used in Matthew 10:28b (NASU)

“…but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  It is used similarly in John 3:16 and 17:12, sometimes translated “perish”.  So the intent is clear – “destroy” means to be in or reserved for hell.  It is used in the middle voice above (John 10:28), meaning that the action of destroying cannot be accomplished by oneself.

Jesus is therefore saying that eternal life is something He gives constantly to His sheep, and that there is not even the slightest possibility that they can lose that life even of their own doing, and no other outside entity can remove those sheep, those to whom He constantly gives life, from His hand.  The saving work of Christ is therefore continually giving us eternal life which cannot be lost of our own doing, nor by that of another.  On this basis of His saving He stakes His claim to be the Christ – the Messiah – even claiming thereafter to be one with the Father.  The teaching that one can lose his or her salvation of one’s own doing is not biblically founded.  

The other issue that looms large in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Wave Charismatic groups is the supposed apostolic era manifestations and extra-biblical manifestations.  Scripture has some good measuring points for believers on those topics as well:

Ephesians 1:3 (NASU)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ

Hebrews 2:1-4 (NASU)

For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it.  2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.

See also 1 Corinthians 13:8-13, 2 Thessalonians 2:1, 2…15; Jude 3.

�The Wave label refers to 1st Wave Charismatic, 2nd Wave Charismatic & 3rd Wave Charismatic. See page 2.





HHBC – 48 Defense of the Faith & Discernment – December 13, 2015

Methodist, Wesleyan & Offspring Churches - page 3 of 3

