Archaeology & The New Testament
Much of what was said last Sunday, when we addressed the topic of Archaeology & the Old Testament, applies to the New Testament as well:

· Bibliographic test - where did this document come from?

· Internal evidence test - how self-consistent is a document?

· External evidence test – how does a document check out with other historical documents and archaeological finds that have proven genuine and reliable?

There are minimalists & maximalists regarding the New Testament as well, and a range in between.

The tendency of document and archaeological finds is to bring the maximalists closer to the minimalists over time.

We gave the Tel Dan Inscription as a prime example of an archaeological find that first brought cries of ‘fraud’ from the minimalists, but eventually was accepted as genuine by some who began as some kind of minimalists, and interpreted away by others.
New Testament example comparable to the Tel Dan Inscription: The James Ossuary
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The inscription closer up
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A stone box found in or near Jerusalem bears the inscription “James, son of
Joseph, brother of Jesus." It is written in the ancient language Aramaic.

READ FROM RIGHT TO LEFT

JESUS (YESHUA)  BROTHEROF JOSEPH (YOSEF) SONOF  JAMES (YAAKOV)
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Source: Bibical Archasology Review





From:  http://jamesossuarytrial.blogspot.com/2012/07/blog-post.html
Five men, among them the most respected antiquities experts in Israel, went on trial in 2005 accused of faking a series of priceless artefacts and conspiring to sell them to museums and collectors around the world.  Seven years, 100 witnesses and 12,000 pages of testimony later, only two defendants were left.  Did these men really fake the burial box of Jesus's brother, a monumental First Temple inscription commissioned by King Jehoash, seals, inscribed stone and pottery vessels, a stunning engraved stone oil lamp and other priceless items? Or have the Israel Antiquities Authority and the Israel police subjected innocent men to a five-year, multi-million-dollar, career-breaking witchhunt?

There were 116 hearings, in which testimonies of 138 witnesses were heard, over 12,000 pages of transcripts were recorded, and hundreds of expert opinions, scientific reports and other exhibits were presented to the court. The witness list includes 52 experts in various fields.  The presiding judge, Aharon Farkash, acquitted the owner of forgery in March 2012, but made no statement regarding whether the ossuary inscription was genuine or not.  Subsequent books and articles have ranged from declaring the ossuary inscription to be a forgery while others have said they believe it to be genuine.  Still other experts who have studied the ossuary carefully say that they don’t know.  The ossuary is now on display at the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto, Canada.

It was once claimed by minimalist scholars such as Richard A. Horsely that there were no synagogue buildings in the time of Christ, therefore the multiple references to synagogue buildings in the four gospels (especially Luke) and Acts were anachronisms.  However, recent excavations at Magdala revealed that there were indeed synagogue buildings in Jesus’ time, as dated by coins in the synagogue floor (see below).  This would also indicate that the basalt synagogue foundation in Capernaum (see below) was in use during Jesus’ time as the gospels record.  Israel Antiquities Authority – the government entity that had claimed the James ossuary a forgery – was in charge of the Magdala excavation.  There were no claims of forgery in the Magdala excavation.
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The Difference with the New Testament Evidence
With the New Testament, we have a different situation with regards to the archaeological evidence.  The events of the New Testament all take place from about 5 BC to 95 AD, with most of the events of the gospels through the book of Acts taking place between about 29 AD through about 61 AD.  The relevant archaeology is found in Israel and the  Roman Empire from about Rome east.  Also, there are significant inscriptional and documentary records remaining from New Testament times with which to interpret the archaeological evidence.  In our own era, much of the inscriptional and documentary sources and evidence is freely available on the Internet mostly as graphics files and Adobe Acrobat (pdf) files.

Other recommendable references:

Ten Top Biblical Archaeology Discoveries, by the Biblical Archaeology Society:

http://c795631.r31.cf2.rackcdn.com/ten_top_biblical_archaeology_discoveries.pdf
This material is not necessarily from a Bible-believing Christian perspective

Associates for Biblical Research:

http://www.biblearchaeology.org/
Associates for Biblical Research also has a quarterly publication: Bible & Spade
This is good if you’re more into photographs than text:

http://www.bibleplaces.com/
Good combination of graphics & text:

http://www.bible-history.com/
Dr. Randall Price

http://www.worldofthebible.com/ourstaff.htm
Dr. Price is also the author of several good books on archaeology & the Bible

Archaeology and the New Testament, John McRay, 2008.

Archaeological Study Bible, NIV or KJV, 2005

Lots of good material, but the early chapters of Genesis are not as well supported in this Bible as one might hope.

Evidence & Paul’s Journeys, Jefferson White, 2001

Jerusalem at the Time of Jesus, Leen & Kathleen Ritmeyer, 2009

Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary, New Testament, Volumes 1-4, Clinton E. Arnold, General Editor, 2002
Capernaum





Magdala








HHBC – 19 Defense of the Faith & Discernment – May 17, 2015                                                                              Archaeology & The New Testament – Page 4 of 4

