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Tried by the Jews

» Jesus' trials by
the leaders of
the Jews had
just ended.

* Peter had denied
Christ three times,
then left to weep.

» John had been
present for Peter’s

denials & the trials.

» Though the former
high priest, Annas,
& his son-in-law,
Caiaphas, were
really on ‘a fishing
expedition’ to find
something to charge
Jesus with, Jesus
claimed to be the
Messiah & deity.
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To Pilate He goes

» So the chief priests  + Pilate ordinarily

& all those in the lived in Caesarea
Sanhedrin who on Israel’s coast,
were gathered but he came with
for that early his wife & a large
Friday morning contingent of

tribunal went to the Roman soldiers,
place where Pontius  to stay in Jerusalem
Pilate was staying during feast times,
in Jerusalem. as this was.
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Jer\usa[em at the Time of Jesus

All of the events that

took place from the Last
Supper until Christ's
Resurrection, took place in
or very near to Jerusalem.
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The palace of Herod
the (not so) Great

» This palace, which  + It was most likely

had been built for the place where
Herod the (not so) Pontius Pilate
Great had been stayed as his
turned into a temporary
government quarters when he
complex by came to Jerusalem
the time of while ‘on duty’ with
Christ’s Roman government

ministry. business.
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Politicized charges

¢ The Sanhedrin had <+ And, as the leaders

charged Jesus for of the Jews saw it,
claiming to be the those were claims
Messiah & for of blasphemy, which
claiming deity. deserved death.

But while a charge of blasphemy was good
enough for the leaders of the Jews, those
charges would never ‘fly’ with the Romans,
so the leaders of the Jews had to twist the
charges so that they were all political.
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They began to accuse Him

» “Misleading our * “Forbidding to pay
nation”: This was taxes to Caesar”:
not true, of course, This was an outright
since it was really lie, since Jesus
the Sanhedrin that said, “...render to
was misleading the Caesar the things
nation of Israel. that are Caesar's”.

“...saying that He Himself is Christ, a King”:
Jesus did, in fact, claim to be Christ, the Messiah,
but not the kind of king Pilate had to worry about.
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See what sticks

* The leaders of the  + But now they were
Jews, following the forced to twist those

plan of Caiaphas, accusations, even
had been on a throwing several of
fishing expedition them before Pilate
all night to find to see what is going
something to to ‘stick’.

charge Jesus « And true or false,
with, & Jesus the accusations

gave it to them. were all politicized.
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Well, are you?

» Pilate’s direct
question to Jesus
was, “Are You the
King of the Jews?”

» After Herod the
Great died (March
of 4 BC) nobody
could really claim
to be king of all
of the Jews.

» Jesus’ response
is reported briefly
here in the gospel
of Luke, with Jesus
responding by
saying, ‘Yes'.

» But the gospel of
John tells us more
about what Pilate
& Jesus both said.
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Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium,
and summoned Jesus and said to Him, "Are You the
King of the Jews?" 34 Jesus answered, "Are you
saying this on your own initiative, or did others tell
you about Me?" 35 Pilate answered, "l am not a Jew,
am |? Your own nation and the chief priests delivered
You to me; what have You done?" 36 Jesus
answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My
kingdom were of this world, then My servants would
be fighting so that | would not be handed over to the
Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm."”
37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, "So You are a king?"
Jesus answered, "You say correctly that | am a king.
For this | have been born, and for this | have come
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is
of the truth hears My voice." 38 Pilate said to Him,
"What is truth?"
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Pilate understood

 Pilate understood « As Jesus said, His

that Jesus’ claim to ‘kingdom is not of
be a king was not this world” (John

of a sort that he 18:36).

should be concern-  « As we will see, the
ed about, as a leaders of the Jews
Roman prefect. will still press on...

Since, ‘I find no guilt in Him” was not the answer
the leaders of the Jews were looking for. Pilate
was foiling the plans of the leaders of the Jews.
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But! But! But!

» So the leaders of * They were trying to
the Jews pulled on say that Jesus was
the, “He stirs up getting people to
the people” lever stand against the
even harder. Romans.

Jesus actually did stir up the people, but it wasn't
against the Romans — it was against the leaders
of the Jews. He spoke out against the teachings
& practices of the Sadducees & the Pharisees.
And some people were actually following Jesus!
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Questions

» What had begunto + And, Jesus was
trouble the leaders asking the leaders
of the Jews was of the Jews some
that they could not questions that they
think up questions dared not answer
that Jesus couldn’t (Matthew 26:46;
answer. Luke 20:26).

The reason these things bothered the leaders of
the Jews so much, & the reason they had to get
the Romans to crucify Jesus was because they

were afraid of the people — really, really afraid!
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Ah! A Galilean!

» Pontius Pilate was  + But he had heard
actually ltalian, & enough to wonder
not native to the if Jesus was a
land of the Jews. Galilean, & if so,

+ So discernment that might offer
of local accents a few advantages
& native customs to Pilate, given

was not necessarily ~ that Herod Antipas
his ‘specialty’. was in Jerusalem.
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Oh, that Herod!

* Herod the (not so) » Herod Antipas, on
Great had four sons his father’s death,
that he allowed to was made ruler of
live, & one of those Galilee & Perea.
was Herod Antipas, .« |t was Herod
the ‘Herod’ that Dr. Antipas who had

Luke is writing John the Baptist
about in this beheaded, though
passage. he did so reluctantly.
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Why?

* Why would Pilate * He also, not being
like to send Jesus as familiar with the
to Herod Antipas? nuances of the

« Pilate might have Jews as Herod
wanted to take the Antipas, might
pressure off of have been looking
himself that these for insight & some

Jews were bringing confirmation that
on harder & harder. ~ he was correct.



[image: image16.png]Herod had been wanting to see Jesus
for some time, although his motivations for
wanting to see Jesus were rather complicated.

Luke 9:7-9

Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was
happening; and he was greatly perplexed,
because it was said by some that John had
risen from the dead, 8 and by some that Elijah
had appeared, and by others that one of the
prophets of old had risen again. 9 Herod said,
"I myself had John beheaded; but who is this
man about whom | hear such things?" And he
kept trying to see Him.
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He was the son of his father

* Herod Antipas’ » Jesus once called
father was Herod Herod Antipas a
the (not so) Great. fox’ (Luke 13:32).

* Herod the (not so) » Every evidence
Great was a terrible, we have says that
horrible, awful, cruel Jesus actually
& nasty man, all the stayed completely
way to the last days away from Herod
of his life. Antipas.
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Hoping to see some sign

» Jesus was from » Herod Antipas had
Galilee, & had spent  been hearing about
much of His time of the wondrous things

ministry in Galilee that Jesus had been
& the surrounding doing, & was very
area. curious.

In the end, what Herod Antipas wanted from
Jesus was a ‘magic show’. That hope, of course,
was not something that Jesus intended to fulfill.
That was not the purpose of His miracles.
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Herod Antipas questioned Jesus

» Herod Antipas
questioned Jesus,
likely with a few
different intentions.

* One intention was
to determine Jesus’
guilt or innocence
regarding the
charges made
against Him.

Another intention
may have been to
find out more about
who Jesus actually
was (Luke 9:7-9).
And most certainly,
Herod Antipas
hoped to provoke
Jesus into putting
on a magic show.
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He was oppressed and He was afflicted,
Yet He did not open His mouth;

Like a lamb that is led to slaughter,

And like a sheep that is silent before its
Shearers, so He did not open His mouth.

8 By oppression and judgment He was taken
Away; and as for His generation, who
Considered that He was cut off out of the land
Of the living

For the transgression of my people, to whom
the stroke was due?
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Standard courtroom behavior

¢ The standard ¢ The ill treatment of
behaviorin a someone who had
courtroom in those been arrested
days would never would not be
be tolerated now. allowed now.

But abusing Jesus verbally & physically, &
mocking Him, & even the chief priests continuing
to call out the accusations loudly from the
doorway were all allowed, & Jesus received

the worst of it, from the Jews, from Herod
Antipas, & ultimately from Pilate.
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Not very entertaining

< Jesus was not the
entertainment nor
the defendant that
Herod was hoping
for.

» Jesus didn’t put on
a magic show, nor
did He answer any
of the questions
put to Him.

» Sothey put a

nice, bright robe

on Jesus, & after
treating Him quite
disrespectfully &
mocking Him, they
sent Him back to
Pilate, & we’ll soon
find out what Herod
conveyed to Pilate.
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Herod & Pilate became friends

* Herod & Pilate were + But Herod, along

at first alienated with three brothers,
from one another. had filed a formal

» Herod Antipas was complaint with
jealous of Pilate, Tiberius Caesar
wanting to also over Pilate’s
rule Judea decoration of
himself. the palace.

Pilate, by sending Jesus over to Herod Antipas,
made amends for the rest of his prefecture.
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One of Pilate’s better moments

* Pilate was the * Butin this instance
prefect in Judea he has actually
from 26 AD to late come to a true &

36 or early 37 AD. just conclusion:

* During that time he  + Jesus is innocent of
had done things to the charges against
greatly offend the Him brought by the

Jews, even ordering Jews, & Pilate does
violence & slaughter not find the Jews’
among them. charges to be true.
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Nothing deserving death

» Herod did not get » So Pilate was going

the entertainment to let Jesus off with
value out of Jesus a mild punishment,
that he was hoping likely a light beating,
for, but still, Herod which would serve
could not find any as a warning not to
evidence that Jesus get the Jews all

had committed a upset, so as to
crime deserving press charges

a death sentence. against Him.
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But that's not how this ends

* As we will see + Pilate will get a note
in next week’s from his wife not to
passage, Pilate’s have anything to do
intent to punish with the righteous
Jesus & let Him man, Jesus, while
go is not how the Jews will shift
this ends. into full riot mode!

So against his wife’s wishes, Pilate will be
forced to sentence Jesus to crucifixion
by a weird quirk of Roman law.
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They didn’t know who Jesus was

* Neither the leaders + They didn’t know

of the Jews, nor that He would die
Pilate, nor Herod for their sins that
Antipas knew who very day — He loved
Jesus actually was. them that much!

In one respect, even the disciples didn’t know &
understand who Jesus was, but they would come
to learn who He was & is & ever will be. They
would learn that this most horrible day of their
lives will turn into a very, very good Friday.
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You therefore, beloved, knowing this
beforehand, be on your guard so that you are
not carried away by the error of unprincipled
men and fall from your own steadfastness, 18
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the

glory, both now and to the day of eternity.
Amen.
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