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As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd
followed Him. 30 And two blind men sitting by
the road, hearing that Jesus was passing by,
cried out, "Lord, have mercy on us, Son of
David!" 31 The crowd sternly told them to be
quiet, but they cried out all the more, "Lord,
Son of David, have mercy on us!" 32 And
Jesus stopped and called them, and said,
"What do you want Me to do for you?" 33
They said to Him, "Lord, we want our eyes
to be opened." 34 Moved with compassion,
Jesus touched their eyes; and immediately
they regained their sight and followed Him.
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Then they came to Jericho. And as He was
leaving Jericho with His disciples and a large
crowd, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus,
the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the road.
47 When he heard that it was Jesus the
Nazarene, he began to cry out and say,
"Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"
48 Many were sternly telling him to be quiet,
but he kept crying out all the more,

"Son of David, have mercy on me!"
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And Jesus stopped and said, "Call him here."
So they called the blind man, saying to him,
"Take courage, stand up! He is calling for you."
50 Throwing aside his cloak, he jumped up and
came to Jesus. 51 And answering him, Jesus
said, "What do you want Me to do for you?"
And the blind man said to Him, "Rabboni,

| want to regain my sight!" 52 And Jesus said
to him, "Go; your faith has made you well."
Immediately he regained his sight and

began following Him on the road.



[image: image4.png]Luke 18:35-43; Matthew 20:29-34 ; Mark 10:46-52

Matthew, Mark & Luke offer
complimentary insights, but...
* Matthew has two » Luke has just one

blind men as Jesus blind man, & Jesus
was leaving Jericho.  encountered him

« Mark has just one while entering
blind man named Jericho.
Bartimaeus, the « And Matthew has
son of Timaeus, them calling out,
also while Jesus “Lord...”, but Mark

was leaving Jericho. & Luke, “Jesus...”.

| So which author has it right? |




[image: image5.png]Luke 18:35-43; Matthew 20:29-34 ; Mark 10:46-52

And the real version is...

* The resolution of * The blind men
these apparent called out both
conflicts is that “Jesus, Son of
there were two David....” & “Lord,
blind men, one of Son of David...”.
whom was named « And, passing
Bartimaeus, who between different
was the son of parts of Jericho,
Timaeus & he was Jesus was both

more prominent. leaving & entering.



[image: image6.png]J. Warner Wallace,
cold case detective

Reliable Eye-
witnesses

Never Agree

“In all the cases I've
ever worked, from
simple theft and
assault cases, to
robberies and homi-
cides, I've yet to
have a case where
the witnesses of
the event agreed on
every single detail.”

* Reliable Eye-

witnesses Raise
Questions

“...for every question
an eyewitness
answers about what
occurred at a crime
scene, a new
question is often
raised. There are
times when eye-
witnesses even raise
more questions than
they have answered.”
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[image: image8.png]“‘Now let’s take a look at the gospel accounts.
Skeptics often cite the variations between
accounts as evidence of their unreliability. As a
detective who has worked multiple eyewitness
cases, | find their variations to be with an ex-
pected & acceptable range... | spent the first nine
years of my career investigating crimes as a
committed atheist. Even then, | would have
approved the notion that witnesses who fail to
agree on every detail, raise as many questions
as they seem to answer & are inaccurate in
some detail of the event, could still be trusted
as reliable eyewitnesses... | now know that the
gospels actually exceed what | would require

to consider them reliable.” - Posted online by

J. Warner Wallace, December 14, 2012
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Blindness & begging
in New Testament times

+» Blind people were * It was even

regarded very, debated whether
very little in New blind people could
Testament times, enter the kingdom,
& there were quite &thenthere was the
a few of them, too. begging problem.

Many in that time & culture considered begging
so degrading that they would rather die than beg.
So a blind person begging, though common, had
about zero social standing.
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The noise of the crowd

* We can all recall * So as this blind
that crowds make man had heard the
noise, & a crowd increasing noise of
passing by will the crowd, he was
raise the noise anticipating that
level noticeably. there was a reason

« And crowds are not  for the crowd, &
accidental, either — likely he was even
they gather for a expecting it was

reason. Jesus coming.
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Jesus was expected

» Jesus was expected + The crowd that

to be coming along,
because this blind
man & the other
one in Matthew’s
account recognized
the name right away
& Zaccheus was
also expecting
Jesus to come.

traveled along with
Jesus was wanting
to be around Jesus,
& even those who
were standing along
the way wanted to
at least get a quick
glimpse of Jesus as
He went through.
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He may have been blind, but...

» He called out loudly + This man’s clarity

& with persistence, of understanding,
“Jesus, Son & his faith in who
of David, have he understood
mercy on me!” Christ to be &

« And as Matthew what he believed
tells us, “Lord, Christ could do
Son of David, for him is quite

have mercy...” remarkable.
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Who He is & what He does

» Jesus: the name » Son of David:
of Jesus, meaning another way to
‘Savior’. call Jesus the long-
e Lord: recognizing promlsed Messiah.

Jesus’ authority at  « Have mercy on me:
least & possibly His asking Him to heal
deity. his blindness.

This man was recognizing a great deal of truth
about who Jesus was, & what Jesus could do
for him — completely cure him of his blindness.




[image: image14.png]Luke 18:39

Rebuking & hushing

* The ones who were + They considered
at the head of the that these blind
crowd — perhaps beggars did not
even some of have the social
Jesus’ disciples — standing to ask
were rebuking the Jesus for mercy.
blind man for calling « And Jesus’ was
out, & they were notto be bothered
also hissing or by a man of such

hushing him. low social status.
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Once in a lifetime opportunity!

¢ The blind man,

this Bartimaeus,
the son of Timaeus
set aside all of the
rebuking & hissing
or hushing that he
heard, knowing that
Jesus the Messiah
could give him what
nobody else could.

» Though it sounds
like Bartimaeus
knew who Jesus
was & what he
could do for him,
Bartimaeus knew
that this was likely
a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to end
his blindness.
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Jesus did the opposite

» Contrary to what the + Jesus didn’t just

head of the crowd
was calling for by
rebuking & hushing
or hissing at blind
Bartimaeus, Jesus
instead stopped, &
commanded that
Bartimaeus be
brought near.

come near to the
blind man, but got
others involved in
bringing Bartimaeus
near, so the pattern
of telling blind
beggars to be

quiet would

be broken.
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“What do you want...”

» Most certainly » The man was very
Jesus knew what clear, “Lord, | want
the man wanted, to regain my sight”.
& He knew of this  « Thjs tells us that the
man’s faith as well. man was not born

« But Jesus asked blind, but had
the man to show become blind
His regard for him at some point
as aperson &also in the course

to teach others. of his life.
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Recover your sight

e Jesus told the man, <+ What Jesus

literally, “Recover is saying is that
your sight”. Bartimaeus’ faith
» And He said, in who Jesus is,
“the faith of you & what Jesus
has healed you.” can do for him

is exactly what’s

needed for Jesus
to heal him of his
blindness.

¢ Jesus’ statement
recognizes this
man’s faith.
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Bartimaeus regained his sight, &...

» After Bartimaeus » Bartimaeus glorified
regained his sight, God & gave God
he immediately the credit for the
began following restoration of his
Jesus as a disciple, sight.
in the sense of « And others saw that
being a disciple Bartimaeus’ sight
after the Jewish had been restored
traditions of rabbi & they also praised

& disciple. God for it.
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Way ahead of the Pharisees

» Bartimaeus, seeing + The Pharisees,

who Jesus was, & on the other hand,
what He could do, though they were

& asking in faith well-regarded by
for Jesus to heal the people, did not
him, was way know who Jesus
ahead of most was or what He

of the Pharisees. could do for them &

had no faith in Him.
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Two months

* In about two months + The disciples would
time, the Holy Spirit come to see what

would be given & Jesus had been

Bartimaeus would telling them all

be ‘in Christ’. along about His
« That would also be ~ death, burial &

the turning point for ~ resurrection.

the disciples, whose < They would begin
blindness would be to understand about
ended. the church.
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[image: image25.png]In the same way Scripture says we
that we have five & have the ‘analog’
senses in the of these five in the

physical realm... spiritual realm!
give the body information through

Hearing

by using by using by using by using by using

0 OEOOOE



[image: image26.png]Each of the five senses in the physical realm
has an ‘analog’ in the spiritual realm:

Ephesians 1:18-19a; a".

“the eyes of your heart”

1 Peter 2:3,
“you have tasted”

Hebrews 5:11-14,
“‘dull of hearing...”

2 Corinthians 2:14-16,
“the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him” -

Ephesians 4:19,
“being past feeling”.
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[image: image28.png]Ephesians 1:18-23

| pray that the eyes of your heart, having been
enlightened, so that you will know what Is the hope
of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the
surpassing greatness of His power into us who
elieve. These are in accordance with the working
the strength of His might 20 which He brought
bout in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead
nd seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly
aces, 21 far above all rule and authority and power
nd dominion, and every name that is named, not
nly in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And
e put all things in subjection under His feet, and
ave Him as head over all things to the church, 23
Wlhich is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in
all.

QTOOTOMOT
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Bartimaeus made formerly blind - page 3 of 4 [image: image30.png]Luke 17:11

Samaria — what's the deal?

¢« TheareaofSamaria <+ When the northern

was a part of the kingdom fell to
northern kingdom Assyria (722 BC),
of Israel, after the the Assyrians
kingdom divided scrambled the
north & south. people, taking

« The ten northern Jews from Samaria
tribes were there, to other places &
with Benjamin & placing Gentiles

Judah to the south. in among Jews.
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Mixed ethnicity, practices & locations

* The Jews of the » By the time of

northern kingdom Christ, the Jews
were already very were very alienated
compromised, but from the Samaritans
then they had mixed & Jews would quite
up genealogies, & often choose a
mixed up practices route around the

& changed their area of Samaria to
location of worship avoid contact with

to Samaria. the Samaritans.
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Ten men with leprosy

¢ Dr. Luke records
that Jesus came to
a village, but not out
in the countryside.

» The ten lepers may
have been from a
leper colony nearby,
& we find that at
least one of them
is a Samaritan.

We know today

that leprosy is a
bacterial infection,
& a combination of
antibiotics is used to
cure it.

But Dr. Luke knew
well that the tech-
nology of his day
could do nothing.



[image: image33.png]How & where the leper shall live
Leviticus 13:45-46

"As for the leper who has the infection, his
clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head
shall be uncovered, and he shall cover his
mustache and cry, ' Unclean! Unclean!' 46
He shall remain unclean all the days during
which he has the infection; he is unclean. He
shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside
the camp.”



[image: image34.png]Luke 7:12-13

Leprosy & the
Law of Moses & tradition

» Leprosy, because * Leviticus chapters

of the inability to 13 & 14 prescribed
distinguish one how to deal with
disease from leprosy & similar
another, likely appearing diseases
also included of the skin.
psoriasis, lupus, + The priests were
eczema & a few the ones to observe

other diseases, too. & judge these things.

In addition to the Law, there were also traditions.
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Not just socially cut off

* A Jew with leprosy  + Further, because
not only was cut off of passages like
from others socially, Exodus 15:26 &
but was cut off from Deuteronomy 28:60,

the religious life of it was assumed that
the people & nation a man with leprosy
of Israel. had sinned.

But since the leper was cut off from Israel’s
sacrificial system, the leper had no way
to cover his sins, even symbolically.
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Go & show yourselves to the priests

» According to the » Upon confirmation
book of Leviticus that the leprosy had
the leper who had been cleansed, the
been cleansed of priest was also to
the leprosy was perform sacrifices
to go to the priest for the leper, as
to confirm that also prescribed
the leprosy had in Leviticus
been cleansed chapters

completely. 13 & 14.



[image: image37.png]Luke 17:14; Leviticus chapters 13 & 14

As they were going...

* Now it appears * So this showed that
from the text that these ten had faith
the healing was not enough to start
instant, but rather going towards
the leprosy was the temple where
healed only as the priests were.
they went on * “Cleansed’ was the
their way to term used in the
show them- Law of Moses for
selves to those who had been

the priests. healed of leprosy.



[image: image38.png]Luke 17:15-16

All ten were healed

* From the details * Notice that this was
we’re given in the a demonstration of
account, it would just a little faith on
appear that all ten the part of these
of these lepers ten men.
had been healed « Their subsequent
as they went on gratitude did not
their way to show appear tobe a
the priest that they requirement for

had been cleansed. being healed.



[image: image39.png]Luke 17:17

Didn’t Jesus know?

» Jesus asked two + Jesus Himself
questions, & the said that all ten
reason for asking were cleansed
was not that He of the leprosy.
didn’t know the ¢ The other nine
answers. appear to be on

* Jesus asked these their way to the
questions because priest — doing
He wanted His the right thing,

disciples to ‘see’. by the Law.
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Just one came back!

» Butjust one —a + Likely all ten of the
Samaritan at that — former lepers were
came back to glorify  thankfulforthe heal-
God & thank Jesus ing each had

for the phenomenal received.
thing that had been . Byt only one turned
done for him. around & came back

» He had his life back!  to openly glorify
He had his temple God & to thank
access again! Jesus personally.
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Samaria & Samaritans

« The Jews were, ¢ The Pharisees
in general, greatly did not regard any
alienated from the Samaritan worthy
Samaritans, & they of their time or
despised them. attention.

But it is evident from what Jesus did & said
that He did consider the Samaritans worthy of
spending time & healing — even if that person

is a Samaritan woman or a Samaritan leper.
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Foreigner
* For Jesus to * But because the
call this thank- foreigner — this one
ful Samaritan a thankful Samaritan -
foreigner would is the only one who
imply that Jesus & came back to thank
His disciples were Him — it implies that

still in Jewish lands. Jews feel ‘entitled’.

And the Jews often did feel entitled. Many of
them believed they were entitled to entry into the
kingdom because they were sons of Abraham.
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Your faith

* The Samaritan » The ten lepers
was right to responded in faith
come back & to Christ telling
glorify God & them to go show
thank Jesus. themselves to

« And Jesus told the priests.
the former leper » So was the
that his faith had Samaritan going to
made him well, go show himself to

as the other nine. a Jewish priest?



[image: image44.png]Luke 17:18-19

Faith or presumption?

e Christ told these ten ¢ But some Christians

lepers to go show can be mistaken in
themselves to the the exercise of faith,
priests, & that was by believing that

an act of faith on God is going to

the part of each do something that
of them to begin God has not said
traveling to where that He would do.
they a could show .« That is presump-
themselves to the tion, but it is not

priests. the same as faith.



[image: image45.png]18t & 2nd Coming & The Millennial Kingdom

1st 2nd
Coming Coming

Rapture I l

Church age Tribulation‘ Eternity
Millennial
Kingdom

Kingdom of God
Kingdom of Heaven
Kingdom



[image: image46.png]Luke 17:20-21

Wait! Wait!

» Aren’t there going » And seven seals,
to be lots of signs trumpets & bowls?
of the co;nmg + Two witnesses?
kingdom? « The rise of the anti-

» Like rapture, first? christ & the false

* And then the anti- prophet - & their
christ makes a doom & Christ

treaty? returning?
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But, in Christ’s first coming...

* In Christ’s first * The Jews must
coming those embrace Christ as
events & signs their Messiah, now,
are not the issue, in Christ’s first
because there’s coming, or they
another issue that have not a chance

takes higher priority:  of ever seeing the

« Christ, the Messiah kingdom or even

is in their midst & anything that might
He’s the issue! be a sign before it.
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“Your house is left to you desolate”
» Backin Luke 13:24 + They would see

Jesus had already no signs of the
told them that they kingdom, & they
had already blown don’t recognize
the chance to the Messiah who
embrace Him is right in their
as the Messiah. midst!

There would be only a few Pharisees
who would come to believe.
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Next Sunday: The second coming

* Next Sunday, we’ll  + But what we must
be taking a look at always keep in mind
what Jesus says is that what we’re to
about the tribulation be looking forward
period and the to is not the second
second coming. coming or antichrist.

“...looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Christ Jesus...” Titus 2:13




[image: image50.png]Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present
age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself
for us to redeem us from every lawless deed,
and to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds.
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While He was on the
way to Jerusalem, He
was passing between
Samaria and Galilee.
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[image: image53.png]Luke 17:11; John chapter 4

From Galilee to Jerusalem

» As we pointed out * Now He was

last Sunday, Jesus headed towards
had been in or near Jerusalem as He
Capernaum as He went through the
had spoken to His area of Samaria.
diSCip'eS about the » Samaria, of course
faith the size of a had its issues, but
mustard seed & there had also been

what that could do. great response.



[image: image54.png]Luke 17:11

Samaria — what's the deal?

¢« TheareaofSamaria <+ When the northern

was a part of the kingdom fell to
northern kingdom Assyria (722 BC),
of Israel, after the the Assyrians
kingdom divided scrambled the
north & south. people, taking

« The ten northern Jews from Samaria
tribes were there, to other places &
with Benjamin & placing Gentiles

Judah to the south. in among Jews.
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Mixed ethnicity, practices & locations

* The Jews of the » By the time of

northern kingdom Christ, the Jews
were already very were very alienated
compromised, but from the Samaritans
then they had mixed & Jews would quite
up genealogies, & often choose a
mixed up practices route around the

& changed their area of Samaria to
location of worship avoid contact with

to Samaria. the Samaritans.
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Ten men with leprosy

¢ Dr. Luke records
that Jesus came to
a village, but not out
in the countryside.

» The ten lepers may
have been from a
leper colony nearby,
& we find that at
least one of them
is a Samaritan.

We know today

that leprosy is a
bacterial infection,
& a combination of
antibiotics is used to
cure it.

But Dr. Luke knew
well that the tech-
nology of his day
could do nothing.



[image: image57.png]How & where the leper shall live
Leviticus 13:45-46

"As for the leper who has the infection, his
clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head
shall be uncovered, and he shall cover his
mustache and cry, ' Unclean! Unclean!' 46
He shall remain unclean all the days during
which he has the infection; he is unclean. He
shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside
the camp.”



[image: image58.png]Luke 7:12-13

Leprosy & the
Law of Moses & tradition

» Leprosy, because * Leviticus chapters

of the inability to 13 & 14 prescribed
distinguish one how to deal with
disease from leprosy & similar
another, likely appearing diseases
also included of the skin.
psoriasis, lupus, + The priests were
eczema & a few the ones to observe

other diseases, too. & judge these things.

In addition to the Law, there were also traditions.




[image: image59.png]Luke 7:12-13

Not just socially cut off

* A Jew with leprosy  + Further, because
not only was cut off of passages like
from others socially, Exodus 15:26 &
but was cut off from Deuteronomy 28:60,

the religious life of it was assumed that
the people & nation a man with leprosy
of Israel. had sinned.

But since the leper was cut off from Israel’s
sacrificial system, the leper had no way
to cover his sins, even symbolically.
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Go & show yourselves to the priests

» According to the » Upon confirmation
book of Leviticus that the leprosy had
the leper who had been cleansed, the
been cleansed of priest was also to
the leprosy was perform sacrifices
to go to the priest for the leper, as
to confirm that also prescribed
the leprosy had in Leviticus
been cleansed chapters

completely. 13 & 14.



[image: image61.png]Luke 17:14; Leviticus chapters 13 & 14

As they were going...

* Now it appears * So this showed that
from the text that these ten had faith
the healing was not enough to start
instant, but rather going towards
the leprosy was the temple where
healed only as the priests were.
they went on * “Cleansed’ was the
their way to term used in the
show them- Law of Moses for
selves to those who had been

the priests. healed of leprosy.



[image: image62.png]Luke 17:15-16

All ten were healed

* From the details * Notice that this was
we’re given in the a demonstration of
account, it would just a little faith on
appear that all ten the part of these
of these lepers ten men.
had been healed « Their subsequent
as they went on gratitude did not
their way to show appear tobe a
the priest that they requirement for

had been cleansed. being healed.



[image: image63.png]Luke 17:17

Didn’t Jesus know?

» Jesus asked two + Jesus Himself
questions, & the said that all ten
reason for asking were cleansed
was not that He of the leprosy.
didn’t know the ¢ The other nine
answers. appear to be on

* Jesus asked these their way to the
questions because priest — doing
He wanted His the right thing,

disciples to ‘see’. by the Law.
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Just one came back!

» Butjust one —a + Likely all ten of the
Samaritan at that — former lepers were
came back to glorify  thankfulforthe heal-
God & thank Jesus ing each had

for the phenomenal received.
thing that had been . Byt only one turned
done for him. around & came back

» He had his life back!  to openly glorify
He had his temple God & to thank
access again! Jesus personally.
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Samaria & Samaritans

« The Jews were, ¢ The Pharisees
in general, greatly did not regard any
alienated from the Samaritan worthy
Samaritans, & they of their time or
despised them. attention.

But it is evident from what Jesus did & said
that He did consider the Samaritans worthy of
spending time & healing — even if that person

is a Samaritan woman or a Samaritan leper.
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Foreigner
* For Jesus to * But because the
call this thank- foreigner — this one
ful Samaritan a thankful Samaritan -
foreigner would is the only one who
imply that Jesus & came back to thank
His disciples were Him — it implies that

still in Jewish lands. Jews feel ‘entitled’.

And the Jews often did feel entitled. Many of
them believed they were entitled to entry into the
kingdom because they were sons of Abraham.




[image: image67.png]Luke 17:18-19

Your faith

* The Samaritan » The ten lepers
was right to responded in faith
come back & to Christ telling
glorify God & them to go show
thank Jesus. themselves to

« And Jesus told the priests.
the former leper » So was the
that his faith had Samaritan going to
made him well, go show himself to

as the other nine. a Jewish priest?
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Faith or presumption?

e Christ told these ten ¢ But some Christians

lepers to go show can be mistaken in
themselves to the the exercise of faith,
priests, & that was by believing that

an act of faith on God is going to

the part of each do something that
of them to begin God has not said
traveling to where that He would do.
they a could show .« That is presump-
themselves to the tion, but it is not

priests. the same as faith.



[image: image69.png]18t & 2nd Coming & The Millennial Kingdom

1st 2nd
Coming Coming

Rapture I l
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[image: image70.png]Luke 17:20-21

Wait! Wait!

» Aren’t there going » And seven seals,
to be lots of signs trumpets & bowls?
of the co;nmg + Two witnesses?
kingdom? « The rise of the anti-

» Like rapture, first? christ & the false

* And then the anti- prophet - & their
christ makes a doom & Christ

treaty? returning?
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But, in Christ’s first coming...

* In Christ’s first * The Jews must
coming those embrace Christ as
events & signs their Messiah, now,
are not the issue, in Christ’s first
because there’s coming, or they
another issue that have not a chance

takes higher priority:  of ever seeing the

« Christ, the Messiah kingdom or even

is in their midst & anything that might
He’s the issue! be a sign before it.
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“Your house is left to you desolate”
» Backin Luke 13:24 + They would see

Jesus had already no signs of the
told them that they kingdom, & they
had already blown don’t recognize
the chance to the Messiah who
embrace Him is right in their
as the Messiah. midst!

There would be only a few Pharisees
who would come to believe.
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Next Sunday: The second coming

* Next Sunday, we’ll  + But what we must
be taking a look at always keep in mind
what Jesus says is that what we’re to
about the tribulation be looking forward
period and the to is not the second
second coming. coming or antichrist.

“...looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Christ Jesus...” Titus 2:13
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For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present
age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself
for us to redeem us from every lawless deed,
and to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds.
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