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[image: image2.png]Genesis 5:18-24; 2 Kings 2:9-14 | Enoch & EIijah are

First, the raptures

* While we have said
that we are going to
examine deaths,
there have been &
will be raptures in
Scripture, where
people are taken
up to be with the
Lord while alive.

examples of those
inthe Old Testament
of those who have
been taken to be
with God in heaven
while still alive.

But those alive

at the time of the
rapture of the
church will also

be taken to be with
the Lord directly.



[image: image3.png]Let’s get clear about the rapture
of the church, the body of Christ

» The rapture of the » This will happen at
church, which is the least seven years

body of Christ, will before the Lord’s
take up those who return to earth with
are ‘asleep’in Christ us at His second

& then those who coming & when the
are alive & remain, saints of all other
in the twinkling of times will be

an eye. resurrected.



[image: image4.png]John 14:1-3

"Do not let your heart be troubled; believe

in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father's
house are many dwelling places; if it were not
so, | would have told you; for | go to prepare a
place for you. 3 If | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where | am, there you may

be also."



[image: image5.png]1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren,
about those who are asleep, so that you will not
grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so God will bring with Him those who have fallen
asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those
who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then
we who are alive and remain will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.



[image: image6.png]John 14:1-3 & 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17
have the same ideas in the same sequence

John 14:1-3 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17
+ trouble (1) + grief (13)

* believe (1) * believe (14)

» God, Me (1) » Jesus, God (14)

+ told you (2) » say to you (15)

» come again (3) » coming of the Lord (15)
* receive you (3) » caught up (17)

» to Myself (3) » to meet the Lord (17)

* be where lam (3) + be with the Lord (17)



[image: image7.png]Believers, whether they are raptured alive
or die, go to be with God in heaven

» Genesis 5:21-24 * Philippians 1:21-24

» 2 Kings 2:1, 9-14 ¢ Colossians 3:1-4

< John 14:1-3 * Hebrews 11:5,

« Luke 23:39-46 (2 13-16
Corinthians 12:1-4) + Revelation 4:1-2,

+ Romans 6:8-10 5:1-5; 6:9-11

« 2 Corinthians 5:1-9  * Revelation 11:1-3,

« Ephesians 1:3, 19,  11-12
21; 2:4-7 * Revelation 21 & 22



[image: image8.png]What are some names for ‘heaven’?

« Heavenlies e Father's house
(Ephesians 1:3) (John 14:1-3)
« Third heaven e Paradise

(2 Corinthians 12:2) (Luke 23:43; 2

« AthomewiththeLord ~ Corinthians 12:4;
(2 Corinthians 5:8) Revelation 2:7)



[image: image9.png]Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 12:4; Revelation 2:7

Paradise

» ‘Paradise’ isaword -« It is used by Christ,
used three times in when He told the

the New Testament, thief who believed,

of Persian origin, “today you shall be
that literally means with Me in Paradise”
‘pleasure garden’. (per Luke 23:43).

Aside from this passage, it is also used in
Revelation 2:7, “To him who overcomes,
| will grant to eat of the tree of life
which is in the Paradise of God.”




[image: image1.png]Luke 16:19-31

Deaths, resurrections & judgments

» Based on having » Today we’ll be
studied the parable looking at deaths
of the rich man & & resurrections, &
Lazarus, we’ll be next Sunday we’ll

taking a slight detour  look at the various
today & next Sunday judgments that are
to examine what the  described in the
Bible says about Bible, in this life,
deaths, resurrect- & also in the

ions & judgments. afterlife.



[image: image10.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 12:1-6

Boasting is necessary,
though it is not profitable;
but | will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2

| know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago
--whether in the body | do not know, or out of the body | do not know, God knows--

such a man was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And
| know how such a man
--whether in the body or apart from the body | do not know, God knows--4

was caught up into Paradise and
heard inexpressible words,
which a man is not permitted to speak. 5

On behalf of such a man | will boast; but
on my own behalf | will not boast,
except in regard to my weaknesses. 6

For if| I do wish to boast
I will not be foolish, for
1 will be speaking the truth; but
I refrain from this,
so that no one will credit me
with more than he sees in me|or
hears from me.



[image: image11.png]The Bible’s three heavens

“ L will
greatly bless
you, and |

will greatly
multiply your
seed as the
stars of the
heavens...”
Genesis 22:17

2 Heaven




[image: image12.png]1 Corinthians 15:20-28

Christ, the first fruits - twice

» This passage tells * Verses 23-28 also
about Christ the speak of Christ as
first fruits — twice: the first fruits, then

« Verses 20-22 speak ~ proceed with a
of Christ as the first series of then &
fruits, then contrasts ~ When statements
death from Adam’s about what has
sin with being made ~ happened & is
alivein Christ-twice. ~ going to happen.



[image: image13.png]1 Corinthians 15:20-28

So what does “the first fruits” mean?

* In the culture of * The harvest had
the people of Israel, three stages, in a
as given inthe Law  general sequence:
of Moses, was a * First Fruits —
series of seven the very first things
feasts that were of the spring harvest.
grouped with either « Main Harvest —
the earlier harvest, most of the crops.
then Pentecost, + Gleanings —

then the fall harvest. provide for the poor,
orphans & widows.



[image: image14.png]The Bible’s three heavens

“...such a man
was caught
up to the third
heaven...Paradise”
2 Corinthians 12:2,4



[image: image15.png]1 Corinthians 15:20-28

Israel’s Harvest of First Fruits

* Exodus 23:16, 19; 34:22, 26 | “First fruits” is
* Leviticus 2:12; 23:10, 17, 20 | usedinPsalm
* Numbers 18:12; 28:26 105:36 as a

 Deuteronomy 18:4; 26:1-19 | figurative term

In the New | * Romans 8:23

Testament |+ 1 Corinthians 15:20, 23; 16:15
“first fruits” | « James 1:18

isfigurative: | + Revelation 14:4




[image: image16.png]1 Corinthians 15:20-28

The Main Harvest, then the Gleaning

Leviticus 19:9-10

"Now when you reap the harvest of your land,
you shall not reap to the very corners of your
field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of
your harvest. 10 "Nor shall you glean your
vineyard, nor shall you gather the fallen fruit
of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the
needy and for the stranger. | am the Lord
your God. - See also Leviticus 23:22



[image: image17.png]The first fruits & the main harvest
in poetic pattern in 1 Corinthians 15:20, 23

20 But now
Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of
those who are asleep.

23 But each in his own order:
Christ

the first fruits, after that
those who are Christ's
at His coming...



[image: image26.png]The Bible’s three heavens

Then God said,

“...let birds fly above the
earth in the open expanse
of the heavens.*

Genesis 1:20




[image: image18.png]The poetic pattern in 1 Corinthians 15:20-22

But now V¥ In the perfect tense

Christ has been raised from dead ones,
the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21

For since

by a man: death,
by aman alSo: - ;
resurrection of dead ones. 22 i

For as

in Adam all die, so also
in Christ all will be made alive. e

|A All who are ‘in Christ’ will be made alive. |




[image: image27.png]1 Corinthians 15:20-23

What is the meaning of ‘first fruits”

* ‘First fruits’ was * Passover was the
a term with meaning  day when Christ was
for both the Jews & crucified & buried,
Gentiles, but among  followed by the first
Jews, the first fruits day of Unleavened
first represented, & Bread, when Christ

consecrafed, then was in the tomb, &
anticipated & even then First Fruits, the
guaranteed the day He was raised

whole crop. from the dead.



[image: image19.png]Purim (Esther) Passover
\ t Unleavened Bread
‘ (The 2 day of the
feast of Unleavened
Bread is “First Fruits”)

Weeks
=i (Pentecost)

Hanukkah —%
(John 10:22)

From Passover
to Tabernacles are
the seven feasts from
the Law of Moses

Trumpets

Tabernacles Atonement



[image: image20.png]1 Corinthians 15:20-23

What is the meaning of ‘first fruits”

* ‘First fruits’ was * Passover was the
a term with meaning  day when Christ was
for both the Jews & crucified & buried,
Gentiles, but among  followed by the first
Jews, the first fruits day of Unleavened
first represented, & Bread, when Christ

consecrafed, then was in the tomb, &
anticipated & even then First Fruits, the
guaranteed the day He was raised

whole crop. from the dead.



[image: image28.png]Passover

Feast of Unleavened Bread to Pentecost

1st Day of The Feast of Unleavened Bread
Passover |y ciostof | First continued for seven days, & 50
Lamb Unleavened |  Eruits days were counted from First
is Slain Bread Fruits to the day of Pentecost,
which was the fourth feast in
) the sequence of feasts in Israel,
Friday Saturday | Sunday | = 5q established under Moses.
Christ Crucified & Buried, in the Tomb &
Raised as the First Fruits from among the dead
Christ is Christ Christ is Christ, when He was
Crucified | Remains in Raised resurrected, appeared to more
& Buried the Tomb than 500 people (1 Corinthians
15:6) over a period of 40 days,
1st Day 2nd Day 3rd Day | thenascended (Acts 1:3ff), &
April 3, April 4, April 5, | the church was begun when the
33 AD 33 AD 33 AD | Holy Spirit was given on the day

of Pentecost (Acts 2:1ff).




[image: image21.png]Purim (Esther) Passover
\ t Unleavened Bread
‘ (The 2 day of the
feast of Unleavened
Bread is “First Fruits”)

Weeks
=i (Pentecost)

Hanukkah —%
(John 10:22)

From Passover
to Tabernacles are
the seven feasts from
the Law of Moses

Trumpets

Tabernacles Atonement



[image: image22.png]Luke 16:1-13

What Christ as the first fruits
means for believers of all times

* The Jews were + Fifty days later was
given seven feasts, Pentecost, & then
beginning in the the fall feasts.
spring & extending  « The crops were
into the fall. harvested through-

¢ The first fruits were out the season,
presented on the followed by gleaners.

second day ofthe  « S0 the resurrections
feast of unleavened are not all at once.

bread.



[image: image23.png]1 Corinthians 15:23-28

Christ’s Death
First /Comlng\ abolished
. , & all
Coming: for the with the thinas in
church church+ . g_
subjection
You are here ¥

7 year Millennial

died , ) )
buried Tribulation Kingdom
raised + & other saints, & New

ascended angels will come with Heavens
seated Christ at His 2¥ coming & Earth



[image: image24.png]Isaiah 26:19

Your dead will live; their corpses will rise. You
who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy, for
your dew is as the dew of the dawn, and the
earth will give birth to the departed spirits.

Daniel 12:1-2

Now at that time Michael, the great prince who
stands guard over the sons of your people, will
arise. And there will be a time of distress such
as never occurred since there was a nation until
that time; and at that time your people, everyone
who is found written in the book, will be rescued.
2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the
ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but
the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.



[image: image25.png]The blessed hope in Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present
age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for
us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and
to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds.
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