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A double portion

* The older brother * So it seems likely

would receive a that this man was
double portion of a younger brother
the inheritance & whose older brother
often be the one had been slow or
responsible for reluctant to give
distributing the his brother the
others their younger brother’s

share. portion.
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We've seen
this before!

* You may recall back
in Luke 10:40 that
Martha was busy
making the meal
preparations &
she was miffed
that Mary was
learning from
Jesus instead
of helping out...

* Luke 10:40,
“‘But Martha was
distracted with all
her preparations;
and she came up to
Him and said, "Lord,
do You not care that
my sister has left
me to do all the
serving alone?
Then tell her
to help me."
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Presumptuous!

» Rather than inviting + It may also be
Jesus to mediate, that this man did
as was the tradition not realize that
of rabbis, this man Jesus was deity.
was telling Jesus « While we may ask
what to do &telling  for God to do this
Him what He must or that, we are
tell the man’s never in a place
brother to do, of telling God

as well. what to do.
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Did he realize?

* This unnamed man <+ \Where does
told Jesus what to authority come
do, presumptuously.  from?

» But Jesus’ question + Can someone

of the man was of lower authority
intended to bring command someone
him to consider who of higher authority?
Jesus was & His « Who is the

level of authority. ultimate authority?
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Beware!
» Jesus had said » Jesus gets
‘Beware’ about underneath
the Pharisees the surface in
& the scribes. this passage.
* But He says in * |t is possible for
this passage to a person to do

‘Beware’ about the the right thing for
motivation of greed. the wrong reason.

And greed is always going
to be ‘the wrong reason’.
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life

» God’s word teaches + In this passage
thatthere is physical  Jesus is going to

life & there is also convey some of
spiritual life for us those fundamental
human beings. principles about life

« Understanding that are important for
the fundamental everyone of all time.
principles about * These are not just
life is spiritually basic truths for the

essential. church, or for Jews.
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Teacher! (Rabbi!)
« The rabbis would ¢ And the Law of

traditionally be Moses did have
invited to mediate statutes regard-
disputes among ing inheritance:
Jews —especially  « Numbers 27:1-11
those involving the & Deuteronomy
Law of Moses. 21:15-17.

* In that capacity, « But Jesus saw

the rabbiwould be a 3 deeperissue
neutral go-between. than ‘the stuff.
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"Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the Lord your God,
being careful to do all His commandments which | command
you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the
nations of the earth. 2 "All these blessings will come upon
you and overtake you if you obey the Lord your God:

3 "Blessed shall you be...
4 "Blessed shall be... the produce of your ground...

8 "The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns
and in all that you put your hand to, and He will bless you in
the land which the Lord your God gives you.... 11 The Lord
will make you abound in prosperity, ...in the produce of your
ground, in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers to
give you. 12 The Lord will open for you His good storehouse,
the heavens, to give rain to your land in its season and to
bless all the work of your hand... 13 if you listen to the
commandments of the Lord your God, which | charge you
today, to observe them carefully, 14 and do not turn aside
from any of the words which | command you today, to the
right or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them."



[image: image11.png]


[image: image12.png]Luke 12:15

Physical abundance does
not mean spiritual abundance

* From Deuteronomy + Today’s prosperity
chapter 28 & related  doctrine teachers
passagesinthe Law  convey a similar
of Moses, some kind of faulty
Jews thought that thinking.
someone who had . Those who tell

physical abundance  everyone to ‘tithe’
was well off because & even to ‘catch up’

they followed the with tithing in the
Law of Moses. past also err.
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Physical abundance
cannot satisfy spiritual need

» Adequate provision, + Even having great

health, & supply in abundance in these
the physical realm things will not even
cannot satisfy the begin to satisfy the
spiritual needs of a spiritual needs of a
person, marriage, person, marriage,
family or church family, or church
body. body.

So Jesus is going to tell a parable
that underscores this very point.
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Rich man.. very productive

* This man was » Sofarwe do not see
already rich from any problem in what
the agricultural is happening with
productivity of this rich man, & he
his land. is asking a question

« It had even gotten about his storage
to the point that this ~ capacity we could
man did not have even call ‘wise’, in

the storage capacity ~ the physical realm,
for his crops. at least.
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What's not the problem or the solution

e Qver the centuries

Christians have
come to various
conclusions about
the physical realm
that are not the
problem, or the
solution, or even
the right spiritual
perspective.

< Asceticism: severe

self-discipline & the
avoidance of any
kind of indulgence.

Prosperity doctrine:
you deserve or can
achieve physical
wealth by following
the right spiritual
principles.
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Colossians 2:20-23

If you have died with Christ to the elementary
principles of the world, why, as if you were
living in the world, do you submit yourself to
decrees, such as, 21 "Do not handle, do not
taste, do not touch!" 22 (which all refer to
things destined to perish with use)--in
accordance with the commandments and
teachings of men? 23 These are matters
which have, to be sure, the appearance

of wisdom in self-made religion and self-
abasement and severe treatment of the body,
but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.
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But | rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last
you have revived your concern for me; indeed,
you were concerned before, but you lacked
opportunity. 11 Not that | speak from want, for |
have learned to be content in whatever circum-
stances | am. 12 | know how to get along with
humble means, and | also know how to live in
prosperity; in any and every circumstance | have
learned the secret of being filled and going
hungry, both of having abundance and suffering
need. 13 | can do all things through Him who
strengthens me. 14 Nevertheless, you have
done well to share with me in my affliction.
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The problem with ‘my’

» Having very » Making a plan to
productive land increase his crop
was not this man’s storage capacity
problem. was not this man’s

« Asking the question ~ problem.
about where to + Jesus hints at this
store his abundant man’s problem with
crops was not this the word ‘my’: ‘my

man’s problem. grain & my goods’.
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Here’s the real problem!

* The real issue * His self-talk reveals
is what a person that he does not
says to his soul. recognize his

« A soul is on the spiritual need.
spiritual side of * And it reveals
a person. that he thinks

+ Only this man that physical
failed to recognize abundance

his spiritual need. is enough.



[image: image20.png]Luke 12:19 « No physical wealth
or abundance can

What's missing?  be transferred into
the spiritual realm!

* This man’s self-talk « Anyone who does

shows that he had not recognize their
failed to recognize own spiritual need
any spiritual need. for God has got a

» There is no mention very big problem
of any relationships indeed!
with God or with . Anyone who does
others — he just not recognize others’
had abundant need for God also

‘stuff'. has a big problem.
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Physical & emotional fulfillment

* No amount of our * We humans cannot
physical & emotional  consume enough or
fulfilment will satisfy  of sufficient quality
or address our to positively impact
spiritual needs. ourselves spiritually.

No amount of stuff of any kind, nor the
financial equivalent in money will be
enough to satisfy our spiritual need,

which can only be satisfied by God, &

only in the way that God has revealed.
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God made us as
physical / spiritual beings

* God made all of * \We may accumulate
us humans as both money & stuff that
physical & spiritual impresses others,
beings — made in & maybe we are
His image (Genesis impressed as well,
1:26, 27), which, but God is not at all
though stained by impressed & He
the fall in Adam, knows our real

still remains. spiritual needs.
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Whatever is here stays here!

* The biblical
principle is that
death is separation,
& when our physical
body is separated
from our spiritual
being (soul & spirit)
everything physical
that we once owned
just stays here.

» Those who had
the most stuff in
this world or the
financial equivalent
are going to leave it
all behind someday,
perhaps to people
who are equally
deluded about
‘the stuff’.
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A confusion problem

* The man in the » These are things
parable was called that we ought to
a ‘fool’ for confusing see very clearly, in
time with eternity, light of God’s word,
his body for his & avoid the rampant
soul, & what was confusion, to which
his for what was the world system
God's. contributes.

The flesh — the sin nature as it thinks & acts
through our bodies — will add to the confusion.




[image: image26.png]Luke 12:21

Rich toward God

» There is no being » And because of

‘rich toward God’ Who He is & what
that does not He has done we
originate with who believe already
God in the have atreasure in
first place. this earthen vessel,
« For usinthe & when we’'re all
body of Christ it done here we
is His riches in His don't leave any

very character. .. of it behind.
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In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us.

Ephesians 1:18
| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know

what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saints...

Ephesians 2:4-7
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive
together with Christ ( by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up
with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7
so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 3:8-9
To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the
Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ...

2 Corinthians 4:7

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing
greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves...
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