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Uh-oh!

* InLuke 11:15,17-26
some were saying
that Jesus cast out
demons by Beelzebul
&theninLuke 11:16,
some ask for a sign,
but in Luke 11:29-36
Jesus tells them that
no sign will be given
them except for the
prophet Jonah, &

an evil generation
asks for signs.

» Then, as you

may recall, in Luke
11:37-44 Jesus ‘let
the Pharisees have
it’, then added to His
words three woes.

* As we'll see today

in Luke 11:45-54 the
lawyers (aka ‘the
scribes’ — experts in
the Law of Moses),
take offense at what
Jesus says, so He
‘lets them have it!
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Closely associated

* The lawyers, who
were also called
scribes, tended to
be in association
with a particular
religious party,
either Pharisees,
as was usually
the case, or
Sadducees.

They would often
‘hang out’ together.

In Matthew 23
Jesus pronounced
woes to both the
lawyers & the
Pharisees at

one time, but in
Luke chapter 11,
one at atime.
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“You insult us, too”

* The lawyers, who
were often hanging
out with Pharisees,
in part because the
Pharisees had
much more work
for them to do,
then became
similarly inclined
& influenced.

¢ The view of the Law

of Moses, & all of
the variations, &
additions & the
exceptions that
the Pharisees had
were also held by
the lawyers who
sided with them, &
most lawyers did.
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The Pharisees & lawyers
were not all one united group!

¢ The Pharisees &
scribes were not all
one united group!

» By the time of Christ
the Pharisees were
divided deeply
between those who
followed Shammai
& those who
followed Hillel.

There were at least
316 different areas
of disagreement
among them!

Shammai said the
Hannukah candles
should all be lit &

diminished by one
with each day, but
Hillel the opposite.
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Three woes - again!

¢ Just as Jesus had « |t would not do to

pronounced three have these lawyers
woes against the only implied as also
Pharisees in the being guilty as the
passage we read Pharisees were, but
last Sunday, He is they were to also

going to pronounce receive condemna-
three woes against tion because of their
these lawyers as own hypocrisy &
well. corruption.
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You’re no help at all!

* The lawyers would  + But the lawyers had
tell the people what their own burden of

the Law of Moses the Law of Moses to
said, & then repeat try to keep, which
all of the conflicted was massive, so

& burdensome add- they certainly were
itional points of the not going to help
deeply divided anyone else carry

Pharisees. their burden.



[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]Luke 11:47

Making tombs into TOMBS

* |t was common in * The lawyers (aka

the time of Christ scribes), being the
for observant Jews ones who would

to build up, enlarge, read & write those
& enhance the names would be the
tombs of the ones particularly
prophets & other interested in doing
Old Testament the tomb enhance-

characters. ment projects.
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“...your fathers who killed them.”

« In the Bible, unless ¢ So this is a similar
one is a literal child saying.
or son of a father, to  « Jesus was saying

be called a son of that these lawyers
orchildof something  are like in character
or someone meant & close in relation-
to be like in char- ship to those who
acter & close in killed the prophets

relationship. God had sent.
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Building the tombs =
celebrating their death

» The lawyers would  + So Jesus pictures
copy the words of the building up of

the prophets with the tombs of the
great care, again prophets not as
& again, but would honoring them,
not heed the words but celebrating
of the prophets in & approving
their own hearts, the prophets’
minds, & lives. deaths!

Jesus knew they would participate in His death!
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"The Son of Man must suffer many things and
be rejected by the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the
third day."

Luke 20:46-47

"Beware of the scribes, who like to walk
around in long robes, and love respectful
greetings in the market places, and chief seats
in the synagogues and places of honor at
banquets, 47 who devour widows' houses,
and for appearance's sake offer long prayers.
These will receive greater condemnation.”
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Abel to Zechariah
» Under the Law of » Abel was killed by

Moses God could his brother Cain
carry on the conse- out of jealousy
quences of sin to over a sacrifice
subsequent genera- (Genesis 4:1-15).
tions, in a way « Zechariah was
similar to human killed by stoning -
beings being right in the temple
impacted by & (2 Chronicles
responsible for 24:20-22)!

Adam’s sin.
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Women received back their dead by
resurrection; and others were tortured, not
accepting their release, so that they might
obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others
experienced mockings and scourgings, yes,
also chains and imprisonment. 37 They were
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were
tempted, they were put to death with the
sword; they went about in sheepskins, in
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated
38 (men of whom the world was not worthy),
wandering in deserts and mountains and
caves and holes in the ground.
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Why this generation?

* This generation of
Jews would have
particular guilt,
because this
generation

had Christ

the Son of the
God speaking

to them directly &

performing miracles.

* The prophets & the

special messengers
before Christ spoke
for God as His as
His voice (“Thus
says the Lord...”)
but Christ spoke
directly to them

as God Himself

in human flesh.
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“You've taken away
the key of knowledge”

* These lawyers » But then they would
(aka scribes) would turn right around &
spend a great deal instead of clearly
of time copying the explaining the word
inspired word of of God, they would
God very, very offer the Pharisees’
carefully. corruption!

So people would be confused & conflicted
about the content of God’s word rather

than coming to know God Himself.
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Teaching the conflicted opinions

» And if there were
points of tension &
conflicted opinions
among the scribes
& Pharisees, the
scribes would go
ahead & teach the
conflicted opinions,
leaving many Jews
to be confused.

» But Jesus, being

the Son of God,
knew exactly what
everything in the
word of God meant,
& therefore taught
clearly & with divine
authority so that
people were not
puzzled.
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When Jesus had finished these words, the
crowds were amazed at His teaching; 29 for

He was teaching them as one having authority,
and not as their scribes.
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Scribes & Pharisees: Very hostile

+ Instead of thinking, + Instead they all
“Oh this guy might decided to begin a
be right about what war of words with

he is saying, so I'd Jesus, listening
better ponder it & carefully to what
take it to heart...” He was saying, but...

All of their attention to Him was now
directed towards asking questions to
catch Jesus in some supposed error.
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From plotting to PLOTTING

» These words were  + The plotting at this

spoken by Jesus point is all verbal, in
about six months an attempt to catch
before He would Jesus in some

be crucified. verbal error.

But instead of plotting to catch Him
in some supposed error of words, they
ultimately began to plot to kill Him.



[image: image24.png]John 11:49-53

But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high
priest that year, said to them, "You know
nothing at all, 50 nor do you take into account
that it is expedient for you that one man die for
the people, and that the whole nation not
perish." 51 Now he did not say this on his own
initiative, but being high priest that year, he
prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the
nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but in
order that He might also gather together into
one the children of God who are scattered
abroad. 53 So from that day on they planned
together to kill Him.
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Why does Jesus
‘waste His time’ with these guys?

» Jesus ‘wastes * He knows which
His time’ with these ones out of all of
guys because of them would come
God’s grace. to believe, yet He

« He knows which dies for the sins
ones out of all of of all of them —
them would come even Annas &
to believe, yet He Caiaphas who
warns them all don't believe

(John 8:24). in a Messiah.
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Nothing Jesus has said...

» There is nothing » And there is nothing
that Jesus has said that these guys are
to any of these guys  going to do or say

that is inconsistent that will surprise
with His love for Jesus — they will
them — love that never, as much as
would die for them they plot, catch Him
in about six months’ off guard or take
time from that day. Him by surprise.

The Son of God knew what they were going
to do & say before He said, “Let there be light”.
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