Timothy & his spiritual growth

Introduction:  Aside from looking at passages that address spiritual growth and maturity directly
, it is often helpful to see what spiritual growth and maturity look like in the lives of New Testament believers.  One example, for whom we have ample resources, is Timothy.  From the book of Acts to the epistles, ending his contacts from Paul with 2 Timothy, and reading of Timothy in Hebrews 13:23, we have a substantial record of Timothy’s maturing process.      

The Background:  While in Lystra, Paul and Silas take with them Timothy, who remains involved in ministry with Paul to the last New Testament book written by Paul.  Timothy is of a Greek father, but a Jewish mother, who had become a believer in Christ (Acts 16:1).  Though the marriage of a Jew to a Greek would be forbidden by Jewish restrictions, Timothy had gained a knowledge of the Old Testament Scriptures through his mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14,15).  Paul did circumcise Timothy (Acts 16:3), which may at first be a bit surprising, but this was not thought of as being for salvation, nor even for Timothy’s sanctification, but to avoid causing a stumbling block to the Jews (1 Corinthians 9:20).  

The accompanying table (Notes on the Spiritual Growth of Timothy) will provide a chronicle of some of the known points of time and events in Timothy’s life.  We should take notice of a few key points about Timothy’s role as well.  While you may hear of some calling Timothy a “bishop”, Scripture does not actually give him that title, and it is clear from the New Testament that an elder = bishop = pastor (presbuteros = episkopos = poimen).  The title “bishop” as one ruling over multiple churches did not come into existence from any designation that came from the apostles, and is man-made tradition.  Timothy is not actually referred to as an apostle either – at least not in any full and formal sense.
  From a review of the various New Testament passages, it appears we may be best off to call Timothy, Titus, and a few other associates of Paul “apostolic delegates” for the sake our own clarity, but not as specific titles assigned by Paul.  Paul sent Timothy and the other delegates to specific places, often with varying assignments.  Titus was sent to Crete to appoint elders, followed by other assignments.  Timothy was sent to Ephesus to correct the false teachers (1 Timothy 1:1ff), along with other apostolic guidance on various subjects.

In the end, it appears that Paul gave Timothy some final instructions and charges before his own departure from this life (2 Timothy).  1 Timothy to some degree, and 2 Timothy most certainly, can be viewed as Paul handing off the torch, so to speak, to Timothy.  When Paul’s life came to an end, Timothy was to carry on as instructed and as charged by Paul.  While Paul called Timothy his “son”, and regarded Timothy as if he were his father, there came a point where Timothy had to carry on with what he had been given.

� Examples being Ephesians 4:11-16, Colossians 1:28, 29 ; 2 Peter 3:18, et al.





� See white paper by Hal Molloy and Vern Peterman, “Elders, Deacons & the Church Board”, October 31, 2002 regarding elders, deacons, and their biblical roles.
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