1 & 2 Peter Review

What we saw while we were there...

After thirty seven weeks of study we have completed our verse by verse movement through the letters of Peter.  Having just wrapped up such an exciting series of study it seems especially important to go over some of the high points.  The main points that we will highlight this morning are:


Growth


Word of God


Trials and suffering


Practical Living in Progress


Beware of false teachers

As these themes are traced through the letters of Peter it becomes clear that no one point is in a vacuum.  Rather, they are all interrelated and connected, as we will see as we go over these key points.

Growth

Growth is a key theme in Peter's letters.  As we studied last week we have a command   to grow in 2 Peter 3:18.  This imperative “to grow” may seem a bit odd but, as we saw, 1 Peter 2:2 tells us how we are to grow.  Our growth is related to our longing for the word as a baby longs for milk.  It is very important to realize that “to grow” (in 2 Peter 3:18) and “to long” (in 1 Peter 2:2) are both imperatives.  We find that those are both things that we don't often think of as something that we are able to will.  Yet that is what Peter is telling us to do.  We are called to choose to long for the word of God because it is the “how” to complete the imperative of 2 Peter 3:18 which tells us to grow in the grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 


Peter calls believers to choose to long for the word.  This longing is consistent with the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our hearts.  Just as a child may reach for candy when an apple is what he really needs, so we may look to the world, our flesh, or some other source of worldly wisdom for our source of growth.  Just as the child must learn discipline to reach for the apple regardless of his sweet tooth and long for what he really needs, so we need to learn to long for the word as what we really need. This correlation between the word of God and growth is not something that is unique to Peter's writing but can be clearly seen throughout the word. The word also tells us that it is the tool for corporate growth and for personal spiritual growth, addressing both growth in the church body and personal spiritual growth.  These passages in Peter seem to be referring more to personal spiritual growth, but the connection between the word of God and growth remain consistent in both cases.  (Acts 6:7; Acts 12:24; Acts 19:20; 1 Corinthians 3:6-7; Ephesians 2:21; 1 Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 3:18 and many others)

The Word of God

Peter obviously put a very large emphasis on God's word throughout his letters.  In 2 Peter 1:18-19 he gives us an amazing picture that only an apostle could give: 

2 Peter 1:18-19 (NASU)

“..and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.  19  [So] we have the prophetic word [made] more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.”

Here we see an apostle who walked with Christ telling about an experience and about the word of God.  He does not discount his experience at all; this experience is, of course, recorded in Scripture.  However, Peter sets the example that even he, an apostle, does not rely on experience but rather on the word of God.


As Peter continues he talks about the objectivity of the word of God.  It is in this book that we see very clearly that Prophecy is not just a vague set of writings that cannot be understood, but rather real, true and clear.  Prophecy is not “up for grabs” but actually has a concrete meaning.  2 Peter 1: 20 -21 tell us quite clearly that the source of Scripture is divine and the interpretation is not up to the reader.  Because the Holy Spirit is the ultimate author, Scripture expresses God’s intended message, so Scripture’s meaning is not a matter of a man's subjective interpretation or personal control.


Peter also especially affirms Paul's writing in 2 Peter 3:14-16.  In this key passage we find that Peter regarded Paul's writing to be on the same level as the rest of Scripture.  This shows us clearly that the apostles were in agreement, and that they respected each other's messages and knew their source.  

Trials and Suffering

The Holy Spirit gave us great insight into our trials and sufferings that is indispensable for living and maturing as Christians in 1 Peter 1:3-12.  In these blessed verses the Holy Spirit shows the believers what their great sufferings and temptations are for, and how they profit them.  Trials and temptations are the furnace in which God tests us as a blacksmith would test gold: with a view to approval.  Just as gold is heated to the point of melting so that all of the impurities will be poured out, so our trials and sufferings are the furnace by which God removes the dross from our lives.  


Peter also shows us how it is in our trials that we are most like Christ, whom we are in.  1 Peter 3:13-4:1.  So, our trials are the time when we are moving more closely in our daily condition to the eternal position that we have been given.  That means that our trials really are something to rejoice in because they bring us to a place where we are being made into who we are in Christ.  


Another key point that we learn about trials and sufferings from this letter is the fact that trials and sufferings WILL come!  In Peter's time, and even in ours, there were people who think that one can relate their success or failure with the Lord to physical success, or lack of trial and trouble.  Peter reveals that just the opposite is true!  As 1 Peter 4:12 shows us so clearly: there will be troubles, and we should not be surprised when they come but accept them with joy as we know that OUR struggles are not without meaning, but are full of purpose.  Their end is our conformity to Christ.

Practical Living in Progress

Another pattern that Peter uses in his writing that we saw time and time again was the use of participles.  In places where Paul may have written an imperative, Peter often chooses to write in these participles.  These participles manifest themselves in the verb with an “ing” ending.  1 Peter 1:6-9 is a great example of Peter's tendency to use these participles:

6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,  7 so that the proof of your faith, [being] more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  8and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  9  obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 

The participles in the verses above are in italics.  They show us that Peter does is not thinking that perfection and maturity are coming right away for the believer, but rather that there is an element of process.  Peter's focus on process shows us that we too, as we evaluate our spiritual lives, must expect it to be a process, and not have an instantaneous change.  Peter writes in a very practical, “rubber meets the road” style that doesn't separate out all of the scientific little facts, but actually focuses on our actual state right here and now.

Beware of False Teachers

Peter draws the very clear distinction between the Old Testament period and the Church age.  He warns that previously the threat was from false prophets as were so common in the records given to us in the Old Testament.  However, Peter does not suggest that we continue to look out for false prophets, but rather warns us against false teachers as the primary threat against the Church and the faith.  2 Peter 2:1 is a clear summation of the switch on either side of the cross:  “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.” 


Peter highlights the great danger of listening to the false teachers and even ends his second letter with the warning to watch and guard ourselves carefully.  The results of not heeding this warning are grave indeed, as it can put the believer in a place of bondage (2 Peter 2:19) and impede our spiritual steadfastness and growth (2 Peter 3:17).

In Christ 

In closing up these two exciting letters by Peter it is important that we notice that all      of these points of Peter are directly related to our relationship with Christ.  Growth is something that can only be accomplished in Christ, by abiding in Him, by His life lived out in us.  The word of God is the means of revelation of Christ to us, and the means by which we are to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.   It is by trials and sufferings that we are conformed to the image of Christ Jesus and are made like Him.  Furthermore, the practical process of living out and conforming our daily condition to our eternal position is something that comes through resting in Christ, and only knowing the Truth can strengthen us against false teachers.  So while the themes in this letter are particularly powerful, Peter never loses sight of the most central fact:  Jesus Christ.      “To Him be glory both now and forevermore.  Amen.” (2 Peter 3:18)
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