2 Peter 3:14-16

Beginning with THE END in Mind

Peter has just spent the better part of the final chapter of his second letter telling his readers, and us, about the series of events surrounding and including Christ's second coming.  Peter writes as surely and as certainly about the End Times as he did about the things that he saw in the past, and knew to be true, as well as things that he was presently knew to be true.  Peter draws no lines between things that we can be assured of as being true right now and things that are coming.  He is equally as confident in his knowledge of the end times as he is about everything else that the Holy Spirit has given Him.  


One of Stephen Covey's Seven Habits of Highly Effective People is ‘beginning with the end in mind’.  This is something that is true of our infinitely more “highly effective” Lord.  Where God’s message to us differs most markedly from Covey’s is that the Lord places the ‘end’ in the endless eternity, and in the New Creation.  God declares the end from the beginning and everything that He has done has been working towards the purpose that He has laid out.  We find that this is also to be applied to our own lives.  From Scripture, we know about and are called to live now in view of the coming ‘endless end’. As we have studied in previous weeks, the end is coming as surely as there was a beginning, and furthermore we know that it is under God's control and influence.  None of this is a surprise to Him, and nothing is going to stand in the way of His plans.  That truth should have practical application in our lives.  We never need to wonder if God has goofed, or changed His mind, or lost the reigns.  We have full confidence and assurance of His sovereignty and we can rest in that worldview as being completely reliable, because He is.

2 Peter 3:14 (NASU)
14  Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,

Doctrine in Action

Obviously, the doctrine of the last times has been laid out by Peter.  There is no doubt about the fact that Peter is fully convinced of the coming return of Christ and His consummation of all that He began here on planet earth.  This, however, brings the question, “Why did God reveal this to us?”  Was it just so that we wouldn't be surprised when it happened?  Was it so that we would have some fodder for prophecy conferences?  Was it just to satisfy our natural curiosity about the future?  Or does God have a practical purpose in this revelation?  

Many are turned off by the word “doctrine” because they take it to mean a sort of absorption in details that have little or no consequences in daily life.  There is a sentiment among some that doctrine is something for lofty people who delight to hypothesize.  This is NOT the case.  Though there have been many in the past who have made their studies or reading a sort of knowledge base to say “I told you so” and for intellectual pride, the truth revealed in the Bible is very real-world and practical stuff.  It is not a toy to make us feel smarter or entertained, but it is rather like milk to a baby (1 Peter 2:2).  It is for nourishment and application, not for the foundation of spiritual pride so we can identify ourselves as the “Bible Know-it-alls” of the Christian world.  So what application does the Holy Spirit give us through Peter after this huge revelation of things to come?

The “therefore” here clearly relates these verses to the things that were given before it.  We were given the assurance against scoffers, and we are assured of the certainty of Christ's return, and now Peter brings it down to where the rubber meets the road.  “Therefore” here is pointing us back to that knowledge.  And as if the logical connective were not enough He inserts that the believers are to be “looking for these things.”  “Looking” here is in the present tense and the active voice.  We are to be actively looking for Christ's return.  This is not a mere sentiment, “Won't that be nice...” or a wish, “Wouldn't it be great if...” This is a certain and joyous anticipation of that day!


As adults we often forget what life was like as a child.  A child is ready to start counting down days towards Christmas, or the end of a school term even months ahead.  We may ‘wisely’ tell them “A watched pot never boils!” but overlook that there is little chance of changing their perspective!  The child looks forward to Christmas with joyful anticipation, yearning and dreaming about the fun and toys, family and feasting and even finds joy in the yearning!  As we get older the fear of disappointment crushes our hopes and teaches us to “just look down” and get there when we get there.  This is not the attitude that Christ would have in us in anticipation of His return.  We ought to be openly yearning for His return, our hearts should have a love that time, if we understand even the least thing about it from what we have read in Scripture!  This is a ‘Christmas day feast’ that has a zero percent chance of disappointing!  This is one thing in the cosmos that we can truly say is going to be better than it sounds or better than we could make it sound!  

The Results Are IN!

So here we find the imperative to “be diligent”, and that imperative, by the fundamentals of Greek grammar, conveys an appeal to the will*.  That appeal very clearly tells us that Peter is now talking about our daily condition rather than our eternal position.  This is not suggesting in any way that lack of diligence will cause our salvation to be revoked, for that would be impossible.  This is not a “law” statement that holds a stick over our heads, yet leads us by some carrot that we can never reach.  This is a logical argument based on the completed fact and irreversible certainty of the believer’s eternal position and the certainty of our future.


We have the assurance that this is going to happen.  If we truly believe this, if we are truly resting and abiding in the Truth that has been revealed to us, it would be madness to do other than what is expressed by Peter here.  The word translated “be diligent” here is spoudazo, which we have seen before in 2 Peter 1:10 and 1:15.  It is a consistent effort, conveying that we make an ongoing act of will to be “found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless.”  Our knowledge of the immanence of the Lord's coming should cause us to live intentionally, consistent with our anticipation, not haphazardly.  Our position is eternal and fully assured, however, we are called to make an act of will, which is an exercise of faith, and so to be conformed in our daily condition to our eternal position.  It is clear that some will be found “in Christ” yet having made no consistent act of will to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18).  These will escape only with their eternal lives having invested nothing in eternity, while others will reap the reward of their diligence in pursuing a knowledge of Christ and being in fellowship with Him (1 Corinthians 3:10-15; Philippians 2:12-14; 3:10).

Fellowship

Having once believed on the Lord we are given our position, if we choose to continue to live as carnal Christians (1 Corinthians 3:1-4), pleasing the every lust and desire of our flesh, we are unable to experience the joy and communion of knowing Him.  We know that we have constant forgiveness and cleansing in Him as we come before Him and agree with God's assessment of our sins (often translated with the word “confess” in 1 John 1:9) and we are restored to fellowship with Him.  We also know that it is only by our “walking in the Spirit” that we can have freedom from the reign of the sin nature and its desires (Galatians 5:16,17)*.

2 Peter 3:15-16 (NASU)
15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 16  as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

The Evangelistic Heart of Peter

Peter has seen the love of Christ first hand.  He saw Jesus weep over the people of Jerusalem.  Peter saw the love that longed to see the rich young ruler sell his possessions and follow Jesus.  Peter saw the love of Jesus that stayed on the cross when the nails themselves weren't keeping Him there.  He experienced the love of Jesus that forgave him after denying Jesus in His most lonely and difficult hour.  Peter knew that Jesus is “not willing that any should perish.”  (2 Peter 3:9)  While we long for the time when Christ will come and take us we can praise Him for the fact that each and every day that He waits more souls come to salvation in the knowledge and belief in His death, burial and resurrection! The window is ever shrinking and may close in the blink of an eye, but one this is for sure, no living soul will be able to say that they were unwarned.  No person will feel as if they weren't given a more than ample chance to trust in the Lord.  

Peter and His Brother

These verses are so valuable to us as believers.  So many outside of the Church, and many inside of the realm of Christendom, would make the claim that there is a difference between “Petrine” (Peter's) theology and “Pauline” (Paul's) theology.  This is simply a lie.  Peter was not running around preaching one gospel and Paul another, but rather they were in full agreement because they had both received the Gospel from the same source:  Jesus Christ.  Both spent a great deal of time with Jesus after his resurrection in a special way that is way beyond the experience of the normal believer.  As Paul tells us in Galatians, Jesus Christ made himself physically present to Paul and that is the source of His gospel.  Peter also received His clearest understanding from the resurrected Christ before Jesus was ascended. 


There were certain things revealed to Paul that were not revealed to the other Apostles, but there was nothing revealed to Paul that was in conflict with what had been revealed to the other Apostles.  Here is Peter's firm vote of confidence in everything that Paul has written.  It is a statement of belief in Paul's Apostleship but it is also a confession of something else that is of intense interest to us today.

The lies that are currently circulating regarding the history of first century Christianity would have us believe that the New Testament authors did not know that they were writing anything special.  Some would even claim that the readers didn't regard them as particularly interesting.  However, this is a lie without any foundation in historical fact or record.  Peter here not only claims consistency between the message of Paul and his own message, but he also puts the writings of Paul (and by equivalence his own writings) on a level with the rest of Scripture.  The Apostles knew that what they were writing was authoritative.  They knew that they weren't simply throwing down their own words, thoughts and perspectives, but rather that they were communicating God's message by the special working of the Holy Spirit!

The Untaught and the Unstable

“Untaught” here translates the word amathes which combines the negative particle a- with the word for instruction or discipline.  So these are those who have not been taught or trained to think or reason properly.  These people may not be malicious in their intent, they simply may be unable to interpret what something means, no matter how plain or clear that thing may be.  Though the ability to read is clearly a powerful tool for learning about and understanding Scripture, it is the receiving of the message of Scripture clearly that is at stake.  Believers may gain the message content of Scripture by reading or hearing (Acts 15:31; Ephesians 3:14; Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:7; Revelation 1:3).  Peter, himself a relatively uneducated fisherman, is not saying that everybody needs a postgraduate degree in order to understand Scripture, but rather that teaching the word is very important as the three enemies of the believer (the world, the flesh and the Devil) will take any such opportunity to confuse, or destroy the faith and understanding of as many as possible.  The authors of the New Testament typically put the ‘learning’ of believers in the active voice – they are to actively learn God’s word. 


“Unstable” translates the word asteriktos which means “unsettled, unstable, or unsteady.”  So people who read the Scriptures from a position of instability can read that instability right into Scripture.  This is where we get people with the impression the “you can prove anything from the Bible.”  Of course this is not true.  However, if people go into the Bible with their own agenda, and don't care what the Bible says for itself, then they may distort the words, take portions out of context, or not consider the style, nature or administration of the passage that they are reading and thereby twist it to their own end.

To their destruction...

The word “distort” here is a very graphic word.  It has the sense of something violently twisting, wrenching or torturing something.  It is not a simple little kink, but rather a violent dislocation of limbs.  This is not simply a slight misunderstanding but a blatant and open distortion of the message that one would only do to a text if he had an agenda out against the text, or was completely unable to do otherwise.  This shows that misinterpretation of Scripture is not some innocent little venture, but something that should be avoided at all costs.  We need to be loving and pure in our conversation, but that does not mean that we need to pander to the world's lies about the Bible and its message.  


We need not interpret from Peter's statement that his heart toward those who distort is vindictive.  It would seem more likely, given the tenor of his writing thus far, that he wrote this with tear filled eyes, wishing that they could be turned to the wonderful Lord Jesus as He is clearly revealed in Scripture to any who want to behold Him in love (2 Corinthians 3:18).
* In every instance in which Paul or Peter wrote to another about their diligence, it was an imperative or takes its force from an imperative.


* This is also spoken of in the NT as “reckoning ourselves dead to sin and alive to God” (Romans 6:1-11) or as “abiding in Him” (John 15:4).
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