2 Peter 3:1-7

Peter is going to address three things

In this passage, which starts off by telling the believers that this is his second letter,   Peter will: 

1) return to reminding (as he did before – see 2 Peter 1:12-15 below), 

2) emphasizing the Old Testament and New Testament as profitable Scripture, and 

3) address the scoffers who deny the Lord’s second coming, judgment, the limited timeframe for this present material world, and their own accountability before God.

2 Peter 3:1-2 (NASU)

This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring   up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 

Peter was evidently referring to his first letter to these same people, which we call        the book of 1 Peter.  You will recall that Peter had written earlier in this same letter:

2 Peter 1:12-15 (NASU)

Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you   already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.     13 I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, 14 knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15 And I will also be diligent that at any  time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind.

Peter used a word in his Greek text that has a significance that does not come across immediately in our English translation.  The Greek word translated sincere (KJV: pure)  is eilikrines which literally means ‘judged by sunlight’.  The source of this word was the practice of holding pottery up to the sunlight to see if the seller had touched up minor blemishes in the pottery (cracks, etc.) by filling them with wax.  The sunlight would shine through wax filler.  The buyer would then decide whether to buy - or not - based on having judged the pottery by the sunlight test.  As for the word ‘mind’, Peter used the same Greek word that Paul had used when he wrote:

Ephesians 1:18-19a (NASU)

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be [literally, ‘having been’] enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward    us who believe.

Peter, then is referring to the believers’ minds ‘in Christ’, having spiritual insight (1 Corinthians 2:16).  He wants to encourage the believers to apply the mind they have in Christ to the word of God, as given in both the Old and New Testaments.  This is a message similar to what Peter wrote before:

2 Peter 1:16-21 (NASU)

For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased"-- 18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.

19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

2 Peter 3:3-7 (NASU)

Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming?    For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning         of creation." 5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

Peter had used the phrase ‘first of all’ in 2 Peter 1:20.  In both places Peter meant, “of first priority”.  He has told us that these points he is making are spiritually important.  

Now when are ‘the last days’?  Scripture does not use the term in the sense of ‘final singular solar days’, but rather for the days from Christ’s first coming until right before His second coming.  

Hebrews 1:1-2 (NASU)

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.

The words ‘mockers’ and ‘mocking’ are related words in the Greek text as well, having the meaning “in sport’.  These mockers are driven by the lusts of the sin nature in their daily lives and to make sport of the hope and anticipation of the Lord’s coming.  Their mocking is also to defend and justify their lifestyle, that assumes they will never answer for their actions.  In contrast, believers are encouraged to look for the Lord’s coming, to set the Lord’s coming for us who believe in their hearts and minds as “the blessed hope” (Titus 2:13), and believers are even offered a crown (stephanos) for having loved His appearing:

2 Timothy 4:7-8 (NASU)

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

"Where is the promise of His coming?"

The Lord’s patience and mercy towards the unsaved are taken by these mockers as supposed reason to mock the very hope that God says that believers are to have, based on faith in the revealed facts.  The Lord had said repeatedly that He would come again, and the apostles affirmed it repeatedly as well.  But these mockers maintain that nothing has changed since the world began, and that everything has just continued as it was, implying that there never has been any miraculous intervention by God in the world.  Peter seems to portray the mockers as deists: “There was a creation, but God leaves no evidence of His involvement with the created world since that time.”

“For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice”

The mockers have a viewpoint to maintain, which they apparently do.  But as they do so, they must ignore or be ignorant of a few key facts.  The Greek text even uses the word thelō, which indicates a willing ignorance or hiding of the facts on the part of the mockers.  This reminds us of and fits well with what Paul wrote to the church at Rome, and what David wrote as well:

Romans 1:18-21 (NASU)

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

Psalm 19:1 (NASU)

The heavens are telling of the glory of God; 

And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 

So… since the beginning of creation, there is one thing that has been the same!  The creation has been making God’s eternal power and deity plainly visible, and people have been ever so consistently suppressing the truth that is evident within them!  But aside from that constant message being preached by the creation, there were other events that Peter brought forward in this passage.  As Peter did with the past events that revealed judgment for sinners, Peter also told of the evidences of God’s radical intervention in this present world.

by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.

What Peter points out in verses 5 and 6 is that God called the heavens into existence, and used water in the earth’s formation (Genesis 1:6-10; 14-19).  Water was also used to destroy the world that existed before the flood of Noah’s day Genesis 6-9).  So God has intervened in this world in massive ways – ways which have been universal or at least global in scale.  The mockers that Peter wrote about, who exist in our own day, are not accidentally ignorant of these things, but willfully so.  And they are in the process of actively and willfully suppressing these great truths as they mock them and mock our “blessed hope” of Christ’s coming for us.

But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

God is not gone nor idle regarding this present universe.  Rather, “by His word” the verbs in the rest of the verse are carried out:

· reserved

· kept

until the time of the ‘terminal nouns’:

· judgment 

· destruction.

God, therefore is indeed acting to hold off on judgment and destruction, and it is He who sets the time for judgment and destruction.  The mockers are not only willfully in great error, but they are dangerously dead wrong!  Their public misinterpretation of God’s patience and forbearance and mercy are the worst deliberate mistakes one can make,  both for themselves and the ignorant victims of their mocking persuasion.  

In this passage Peter has put the mockers’ words and lives in perspective.  He does so      in order that those believers (and us) would continue to place their (and our) trust in God’s revealed truth, and maintain Christ’s coming for them (and us) and their (and our) coming with Him as certainties.  And Peter has also reminded us to be totally confident  of the truth of Scripture, as God has inspired it in both the Old and New Testaments.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NASU)

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
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