2 Peter 2:10-22

A ‘spiritual CAT scan’ of the false teachers

What Peter is next seeking to get across is the spiritually foolish, and corrupt manner of living, empty and fruitless thought life, and the worthless outcome of the false teachers. One might wonder why Peter must resort to the amount of text and intensity of description that he does about these false teachers.  But the answer seems to lie in the smooth-talking but controlling character of many of these false teachers, and the addictive nature of many of their practices.  For these reasons, Peter must paint a sad picture of these false teachers, and the even sadder state of those who are enticed by their smooth words.

2 Peter 2:10-16 (NASU)

10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties, 11 whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord. 12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,      13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; 15 forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. 

We’re starting this lesson in the middle of a sentence, but at the start of characterizing  the false teachers.  The false teachers bow to the dictates of their sin natures as expressed though their human bodies (i.e., the flesh).  They despise authorities, which certainly would include the apostles, but this statement seems intended to be broader.  The false teachers despise authority because the Lord Himself grants authority (John 19:11).  Being ‘Daring’ means that these false teachers have boldness based on presumption.  Their being ‘self-willed’ indicates that they made a choice based on arrogance.  Their reviling of angelic majesties (doxas: glories) refers to refusal to acknowledge the residual authority of fallen angels (see verse 11 above and the parallel passage in Jude 8-10).
 

Peter next compares the false teachers to animals that cannot reason, but are driven to act based upon instinct.  They are lower in judgment than the godly angels and as low as the beasts.  They are just meat to be consumed.          

“suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong”

This line is parallel to what Paul wrote in Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Though lacking the spiritual depth and accuracy of God’s word, the popular expression of this general principle is something like, “What goes around comes around”.

“They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime.”

Shameful things are often done at night, but these have no shame, so any hour - including broad daylight – is fine with them.

“They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you”

Here Peter reveals a major problem in the churches to which he wrote: “as they carouse with you”.  This tells us why Peter was spilling so much ink about these false teachers.  The believers, in some degree, were falling in with the false teachers.  They were deceiving the believers.  And, they were negatively impacting the daily condition of the believers!   While it was Christ’s longing and desire that the believers be presented to Himself holy and blameless (Ephesians 1:4; 5:27; Colossians 1:22), these false teachers themselves – carousing with the believers – were moral and spiritual stains and blemishes inconsistent with their position in Christ and a walk in fellowship with Him.  

‘having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin’

Peter used two superlatives in this set of words.  The eyes were full of adultery, and they never cease from sin.  The ‘eyes full of adultery’ word set says that everyone the false teachers look at is viewed as a potential sexual victim.  Whether legally or illegally the false teacher Peter portrayed was a sexual predator.  The sin of that kind is simply nonstop.  If the false teacher is not actively carrying out sexual predation, then it is occupying his mind constantly.

‘enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children’
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The false teacher that Peter portrayed is a moral and spiritual ‘black hole’, drawing anyone possible into the thick of his evil.  The false teacher also has a voracious appetite to draw material things to himself, and that greed is not exercised with an unpracticed motivation, but with a level of ‘perverted skill’.  Peter’s words “accursed children’ reminds one of Paul’s words in Ephesians 2:3, “by nature children of wrath”, and “sons of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2; 5:6; Colossians 3:6).

‘the way of Balaam, the son of Beor’

Verses 15 and 16 draw upon the way of Balaam, son of Beor.  (See the supplement regarding Balaam and associated PowerPoint slides.) Basically, Peter said that the false teachers are sellouts, hawking spirituality and spiritual power for a price.  This comparison with Balaam fits well with Peter’s description of the false teacher’s insatiable greed.  

2 Peter 2:17-19 (NASU)

These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved. 18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 

In verse 17 Peter has told us that the false teachers are dry springs.  In dryer and desert environments of the Mediterranean, at a time when drilling wells and having pumps did not exist, not finding water at place where it was expected was at least miserable, if not life-threatening.  And as a storm is normally thought of as generating rain, these false teachers are disappointingly unproductive – mists at best, but nothing to satisfy thirsts. Their movement is not of their own internal direction but driven by an outside force.  Their ultimate destiny, darkness, is fixed in location and character, both declared in advance, yet nobody envies or aspires to where the false teachers are headed.

The false teachers words spring from arrogance, a false sense of their own importance, which would be bad enough, but the words are vain and empty.  They entice others to draw them in to share their vacuous spirituality.  By the appeal to the sin nature’s desires and the senses of human bodies (with a focus on the satisfaction of the material world), they attempt to draw others into their web, many of whom escape, yet with wounds of heart and soul.  Peter is warning the believers, some of whom have been ensnared by these false teachers, that these moral libertarians who themselves will be slaves of corruption, seek to keep the believers slaves as well.  Peter then gives the general principle that whatever overpowers or overcomes a person is his or her slave master.  

It is interesting, at least, that the Greek words for ‘overcome’ and ‘enslaved’ are both perfect passive verbs.  What does that tell us?  The perfect tense tells us that the overcoming and enslaving were completed in the past and continue on into the future.  The false teachers are trapped!  They’re had!  The passive voice tells us that overcoming and enslaving were put upon the false teachers – they no longer determine their own destiny.  Whatever appears as freedom is, in reality, total enslavement!

2 Peter 2:20-21 (NASU)

For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them.  

At first glance, this passage seems to be a real ‘humdinger’.  Why the ‘if’?  Are these people saved - or not?  Isn’t it a good thing for someone to know the way of righteousness?  And what ‘commandment’ is Peter referring to?

Firstly, ‘if’ here is a ‘logical if’, assuming the following conditions to be true.  Recall that these false teachers that Peter was referring to actually came in among the Christians.  They were not just those who heard the gospel and seemed to respond favorably from      a distance.  By all appearances, these people had believed, had come to know the Lord,  and so came in among the believers – though they were not one of them.  They seemed to have come out from (escaped) all the entanglements of paganism.  But in the end they were pulled back into the world’s orbit, having been overcome by its moral and spiritual ‘gravity’.  Like Peter said before, these are the ones who have been ‘overcome’.  

Though they might have appeared to be true believers, their hearing and close proximity to the gospel, then failure to believe it, has only made their situation worse.  To the extent that they knew truth, but did not respond in belief, they held a greater responsibility that someone who never knew the truth in the first place.  Ignorance is not at all a good thing, but rejection of the truth is far worse.

Luke 12:48cd (NASU)

From everyone who has been given much, much will be required

Matthew 12:45 (NASU) regarding the unclean spirits:

"Then it goes and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first."

The ‘commandment’  is not one of the ordinances within the Law of Moses or even the Law of Moses summarized, nor a new set of laws of any kind.  Instead ‘the holy commandment’ is the summary of principles of salvation according to Christ. 

1 John 3:23ab (NASU)

This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ…

2 Peter 2:22 (NASU)

It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A dog returns to its own vomit," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire."

At first blush Peter’s description might make you… blush!  But there is a lot of insight to be gained from the rather blunt manner in which Peter has graphically described these false teachers:

· The false teachers are not and never were sheep, but instead were dogs (kuon: a roving, vicious, diseased street mutt, vs. kynarion = pet dog
· ) and pigs (which were obviously not kosher!).

· The dogs have filth from inside of themselves and return to it.

· The pigs have filth from outside of themselves and return to it.

The returning to the vomit and mire is a picture of the return to the world that the false teachers have done by their nature.  Inside and out, they reside in moral and spiritual filth.  But regarding the true believers Paul wrote:

1 Corinthians 6:11 (NASU)

…but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.

� Both 2 Peter and Jude, then caution against following the false teachers into practices common in our own era: “binding Satan” or “rebuking Satan”.  Ephesians 6:14, James 4:7 ,and 1 Peter 5:9 all call for believers, instead, to resist Satan.  Paul, in Ephesians 6:10-18, adds that the believer is to stand in his or her position in Christ, and to pray for other believers.  
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