Old Testament References to Balaam:

· Numbers 22-24 

Account of Balak king of Moab & the kings of Midian hiring Balaam to curse Israel

· Numbers 31:8, 16

The killing of Balaam & other enemies
· Deuteronomy 23:4, 5

Brief summary of Numbers 22-24
· Joshua 13:22; 24:9, 10

Brief summary of Numbers 22-24
· Nehemiah 13:2

Brief summary of Numbers 22-24
· Micah 6:5

Call to remember Numbers 22-24
New Testament References to Balaam:

In each case the passage is about false teachers…

· The Way of Balaam (2 Peter 2:15)

Refers to one who hires himself out to do religious work merely for personal gain, like Balaam.

· The Error of Balaam (Jude 11)

Refers to Balaam’s error in thinking that he could get God to curse His covenant people & bypass His covenant promises because of their evil. 

· The Doctrine of Balaam (Revelation 2:14)

Balaam taught or counseled Balak to tempt Israel in marrying the daughters of Moab. This would defile their separation & cause them to abandon their pilgrim character. This teaching promoted a breakdown in separation from the world and the spread of immorality.
Important Archaeological Discovery:

In an unprecedented discovery, an ancient text found at Deir Alla, Jordan, in 1967 tells about the activities of a prophet named Balaam.  Three times in the first four lines he is referred to as "Balaam son of Beor," exactly as in the Bible. The Deir Alla text presents a problem to those who dismiss the Biblical account of the Exodus, Wilderness Wanderings and Conquest as legendary. It is clear that Balaam was a real person who operated on the east side of the Jordan River. He was known as a cursing prophet and continued to be revered hundreds of years after his death. His persona as revealed in the Deir Alla text precisely matches that of the Balaam of Numbers 22-24.  For details see: http://www.christiananswers.net/q-abr/abr-a014.html.
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