2 Peter 2:1-9 (NASU)

What’s next?

Peter, having put in place a foundation of truth in the first chapter of 2 Peter, as well as in all of 1 Peter (2 Peter 3:1,2), turns a corner, and now directly addresses the spiritual danger from false teachers.  These false teachers are not only a hazard to the Christians, and to those who will not believe, but a hazard to their own eternal destinies, as Peter will make clear.  Though there will be exceptions in the details, the overarching theme of 2 Peter from here forward will be the false teachers. 

Déjà vu: 2 Peter and Jude

It has long been noted that the middle of 2 Peter and most of the book of Jude have a number of similarities of theme, sequence, and even vocabulary
.  Some have thought that 2 Peter was copied in part from Jude, or that Jude was copied in part from 2 Peter, but which was first or second will not impact our understanding of the text.  It may even be that both of these authors drew upon another writer or speaker altogether – perhaps even the Lord Himself.  Either way, both books are part of God’s inspired word, and their inspiration makes the single Holy Spirit author behind the human authors, Peter and Jude.

One More Thing Before We Dig In

This passage of 2 Peter contains some issues over which many bottles of ink have been spent.  Our approach will be to focus upon what we believe to be the correct interpretation, and rely on supplemental papers to explain the reasons for our conclusion.  We cannot take the time in the class to discuss any of these issues in detail, but please feel free to bring up these issues outside of our class time if you’d like to discuss them further.  We’d be happy to discuss any it with you. 

2 Peter 2:1-3 (NASU)

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their  judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 

Peter here makes the distinction that though the Law of Moses warned of false prophets (Gk: pseudoprophetes; Deuteronomy chapters 13 and 18), and those warnings of false prophets continued throughout the Old Testament into the Gospels (Matthew 7:15, 24:11, 24; Mark 13:22; Luke 6:26), the threat to the church was substantially characterized as false teachers (1 John 4:1 is the lone exception in the New Testament epistles).  Peter did not say that there might be false teachers, but rather that there will be false teachers, and they will be found among the believers.  Peter briefly but aptly describes their program: they will introduce heresies that are spiritually destructive in a manner that is secretive.             

In the Polemics elective, we represented the range of teaching in Christendom by this diagram:
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Christendom, as in what appears or claims to be “Christian” from those on the outside of biblical faith.  This includes both saving & non-saving gospels, as well as teachings of every sort

Christian as to holding to a biblical & therefore saving gospel message, but differing from biblical faith in other matters, & in varying degrees

Biblical Christian faith as defined by the 66 books of the Old & New Testament, in teaching & practice, both as to salvation & as to all other matters

Christendom’s “Three Circles”

The false teachers that Peter wrote about seem to be those who are not saved themselves, having an impact upon both the content of the saving gospel as well as other doctrines outside of the doctrine of salvation, impacting the living out of those doctrines in daily life.  In short, they teach and live in the outer band in the diagram shown above.  

“even denying the Master who bought (Gk: agorazō) them”
You have likely heard of, or will hear of, some who teach that Christ died only for those whom God elected and chose in eternity past (the “L” in Calvinism’s ‘TULIP’ acronym / acrostic).  This passage is difficult to reconcile with that teaching, since it says that Christ has paid the price to redeem even these false teachers, who are headed to destruction and reserved for eternal condemnation.  Peter used the same word for ‘bought’ regarding these unsaved false teachers that Paul used for the believers in Corinth.

1 Corinthians 6:20 (NASU; see also 1 Corinthians 7:23)

For you have been bought (Gk: agorazō) with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.  

bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality,   and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 

From the last part of verse 1 to the end of verse 3, Peter makes clear the destruction and judgment that awaits the false teachers, and also gives means, motives and consequences of their actions:

· Many will follow their sensuality - means

· because of them the way of the truth will be maligned – consequence 

· and in their greed they will exploit you with false words – motive & means

Peter’s words in verse 3, “their judgment from long ago” sets the stage for the next passage:

2 Peter 2:4-5 (NASU)

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 

This passage makes reference to events that took place as originally described in Genesis 6-8.  These are the first of the examples of judgment that God has carried out in the past.  Which ‘angels’ in the past is Peter referring to?  The view that seems to make the most sense is that the ‘sons of God” in Genesis 6 were fallen angelic creatures who took on male bodies, cohabiting with the daughters of men, and producing offspring by them. 
  

Though there are fallen angels, in the form of demons, who are loose upon the earth until the time of the end (Mark 5:2; Luke 8:28), those that did not keep their angelic form have been kept in the Abyss (Luke 8:31; Revelation 9:11; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1,3; here in 2 Peter the ‘abyss’, translated ‘hell’, is called tartarus) until the time of the end, when all fallen angels will be cast into the Lake of Fire.  The Abyss or Tartarus is not the Lake of Fire (so ‘hell’ is likely not the best way to translate it), but is a prison of darkness until the end time judgment placing the beings in the Abyss into the Lake of Fire (see the supplement from the Revelation series #54 – Deaths, Resurrections & Judgments – Revelation 20:4-10).

Jude 6-7 (NASU)

And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. 

The ungodly world from before the flood was deluged in judgment, and only Noah (the righteous example) and seven others on the ark survived.   This is an example of judgment in the past, showing that God does indeed judge sin.  Both the sins described in this passage and the next passage were sexual perversions, which likely indicates the nature of what the false teachers in Peter’s day were promoting.    

2 Peter 2:6-9 (NASU)

and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter; 7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds), 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 

Peter shifted from the flood of Noah’s day to another example of God’s judgment, with Sodom and Gomorrah being judged for sexual perversion, and Lot given as the one righteous man.  In the case of Sodom and Gomorrah, the perversion was homosexuality, so rampant among the men of Sodom that they lusted after the angelic beings who were embodied as men, even refusing Lot’s daughters (see Genesis 19).

These two passages (verses 4-5 and 6-9) give two examples of God’s judgment against sexual perversion and unprincipled sensuality from the early chapters of Genesis (6-19).  But verse 9 summarizes God’s present capacity and empowerment for the moral and spiritual rescue of those who are His, as well as His ability to hold for judgment those who are under condemnation for their sins.  Peter would make this kind of statement because it might appear to some that the unprincipled and unrighteous and perverted are having a ‘great time’.  But their position is not enviable.  And in Peter’s day to our own, men and women of this kind of teaching were and are ‘among’ us.  Look at what Paul says in this small chiasm recorded by Dr. Luke, where Paul warns about the false teachers who would come in among the believers at the church at Ephesus:

Acts 20:27-32 (NASU)

27 "For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 

28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

29 "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 

31 "Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears. 

32 "And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

� See supplemental 2 page document for more details on the similarities and parallels between 2 Peter and Jude.


� There are three main views of who the “sons of God” of Genesis 6-8 are: 1) It refers to the sons of the godly line of Seth and the "daughters of men" to refer to the ungodly line of the Cainites.  2) It refers to despots, powerful dynastic rulers.   3) In keeping with the use of "sons of God" in Job, the term refers to fallen angels who mated with the daughters of men to produce an extremely wicked and powerful progeny that led to the extreme wickedness of Noah's day.  For more details see the supplement to this lesson: “32 2 Peter 2:1-9 – Supplement - Sons of God in Genesis 6 by John Fok”.  This same text          is also section 9 of the file found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblicist.org/systematic/23.htm" ��http://www.biblicist.org/systematic/23.htm�.
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