2 Peter 1:16-21

The main theme of Peter’s last message, from here on, is discernment
Verses 16 through 21 are ‘setting the stage” for the theme of most of the rest of 2 Peter.  Peter does so, not by jumping immediately into the character of the false teachers, but by  starting with the character of the truth, as it is revealed in Scripture.  He starts that theme by making two key points about the character of major categories of Scripture:

1) The assurance of truth and reality from apostolic witnesses (verses 16-18)

2) The assurance of truth and reality from Old Testament prophets (verses 19-21)

He will state the ‘turning points’ of discernment in negative terms (‘it’s not like this’), and in positive terms (‘the truth is like this’).  But Peter will make it clear that it is discernment based on Scripture that will be the “acid test’ of what is true.  What is false will reveal itself by sharp contrast with the clearly revealed truth.

2 Peter 1:16-18 (NASU) Apostolic Witnesses
For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased"-- 18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.

Peter, including himself among the apostolic witnesses, says that he - and they - did not make up cleverly devised tales.  This statement places the character of the apostles’ testimony in sharp contrast to the myths of both Judaism and of the pagan world.  In fact, the apostles and their associates repeatedly appealed to the real and actual truth – the historicity - of what they wrote about Jesus Christ:

Luke 1:1-4 (NASU)

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things accomplished among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus; 4 so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught. 

1 John 1:1-3 (NASU)

What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life-- 2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us-- 3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

Acts 2:32

"This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses."
 

Acts 3:13-15 (NASU)

The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom you delivered and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. 14 "But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 but put to death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses.

Acts 5:29-32 (NASU)

But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men. 30 "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross. 31 "He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 "And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him."

Acts 10:38-41 (NASU)

You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39 "We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 40 "God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead.

Acts 13:27-31 (NASU)

"For those who live in Jerusalem, and their rulers, recognizing neither Him nor the utterances of the prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning Him.  28 "And though they found no ground for putting Him to death, they asked Pilate that He be executed. 29 "When they had carried out all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the cross and laid Him in a tomb. 30 "But God raised Him from the dead; 31 and for many days He appeared to those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, the very ones who are now His witnesses to the people.

“when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,     but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty”

Peter was here testifying of the event also described in the gospels by Matthew, Mark  and Luke, which was a powerful display of Christ’s majesty in His first coming.  See the supplement “The New Testament’s Four ‘Mount of Transfiguration’ Accounts”  to compare and contrast Peter’s account with the first three gospels.  One can see that Peter’s abbreviated account is closest to the words found in the gospel of Matthew.    Like Peter’s testimony quoted above in Acts 2, 3, 5 and 10, here in 2 Peter we see Peter’s continuing pattern of claiming to be a personal witness of the events that he proclaimed. 

“and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.”

Matthew, Mark and Luke reported this event as told to them by the three who were there to witness these events, including Peter.  By the time Peter had written this letter, John was still alive, and would be for a few more decades.  But James, the brother of John, was put to death with the sword less than two decades after these events:

Acts 12:1-2 (NASU)

Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them. 2 And he had James the brother of John put to death with a sword.

But for almost two decades there were three witnesses to these events, and John, the last witness to these events continued giving testimony for three more decades after Peter wrote these words.

A look farther back, a look nearby, and a look farther forward

One can see a few parallels between the “Mount of Transfiguration” event and that of Exodus 24, as well as a number of differences.  Both involve a mountain and Moses.   

The Father also gave similar testimony regarding his Son when Christ was baptized by John the Baptist (starting in Matthew 3:13, Mark 1:9 and Luke 3:21):

Matthew 3:16-17 (NASU)

After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and  lighting on Him, 17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."  

One can also see that the apostle John was granted views of the glorified Lord Jesus Christ again in passages such as Revelation chapter 1, chapter 5 and chapters 19-22, among others in the heavenly scenes of Revelation.  From chapter 4 on, the appearances of Christ to which John was a witness remain even yet in our own future.

2 Peter 1:19-21 (NASU) Old Testament Prophets

So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

The meaning of the phrase “So we have the prophetic word made more sure…” has been discussed at length by many.  But Peter seems to be saying that in addition to the witness to Christ’s majesty and deity and holiness contained in what was becoming the New Testament, by the hand of the apostles and their associates, we have even further confirmation of the truth by the word of the Old Testament prophets.  These Old Testament prophets serve to further confirm and establish the certainty of the total revelation and testimony of the word of God.  These two testaments are in harmony!

After telling the believers that they would do well to pay attention to the Old Testament prophets, here is how Peter pictures the testimony of the Old Testament prophets concerning Christ in the world and in the lives of the believers in the rest of verse 19:

· as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 

· until the day dawns and 

· the morning star arises in your hearts.

God’s word as a continuing testimony, in both the New Testament and Old Testaments, serves to provide light into a world that remains in spiritual darkness – especially in view of the false teachers of whom Peter is about to warn.  God’s word is light, but the false teachers’ message just maintains the darkness.

In anticipation of the spiritual dawn,the morning star, being a sign that the day was approaching, was used by the apostles in reference to Christ:

Revelation 2:26-28

'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; 27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father; and I will give him the morning star.

Revelation 22:16

"I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am [egō eimi] the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star." 

This same perspective about the present night and the coming day is presented by Paul:

Romans 13:12ab (NASU)

The night is almost gone, and the day is near.

“But know this first of all” 

Peter told his readers that they were to keep the principle that he was about to spell out as first in priority.  The principle was not to be forgotten or reduced in priority, but kept central in his readers’ thinking and mindset. The word translated ‘know’ (ginoskō), in view of the context, indicates the mindset that believers are to continue having with regard to prophetic passages.

“that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation”

In view of what Peter said next, and in view of Peter’s intent to caution against the false teachers, and to urge discernment, Peter wanted to take the power of manipulation from the false teachers who would claim interpretations of Scripture based on their own unique insights and untouchable personal powers of understanding.  Not even the prophets themselves could claim to have that personal power of interpretation and insight, since the Scriptural passages themselves were given by the Holy Spirit’s working.  None could say, “I know, and you don’t, because I am the only one so empowered to understand”. 

for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will,                                                          but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

The Holy Spirit moved or carried along those who spoke prophetically in the Scriptures.  They spoke and wrote words as human beings, but not because it was simply an act of human will.  It was because the Holy Spirit was the one inspiring the message:

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NASU)

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

The Holy Spirit, Who indwells every believer (Romans 8:9-11; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Timothy 1:14), has been involved by divine purpose in the writing, preservation, and interpretation and application of Scripture all the way to the appropriation of those truths in our hearts and lives.  In spite of the personal nature of the Holy Spirit’s authoring of Scripture through the prophets, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in each believer, the fact that the Holy Spirit is the same author behind all of Scripture, and that each believer in the church has the same Holy Spirit, the interpretation of the Scripture is objective in nature – not one of personal manipulation, human persuasion and human use of power:

From the Holly Hills Bible Church Doctrinal Statement
:

The Bible - We believe that all the authors of the entire Old and New Testaments wrote by the guidance of the Holy Spirit (i.e., verbal inspiration). Those books are completely inerrant and infallible in the original writings. They are the final authority for faith and practice, and the means through which believers behold Christ (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 1 Peter 1:10-12; 2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Galatians 1:11-17; 1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

Dispensational Interpretation - We believe that Scripture is to be interpreted according to its grammatical and historical context, including that God, Who does not change, deals in a different manner with the Gentile nations, the people of Israel, and the God-created body of heavenly saints called “the Church”. We believe that all who are saved of all time are saved entirely by faith in Christ, either looking forward or back to the cross. (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Romans 11:1, 2; 1 Corinthians 9:17, 10:32; Ephesians 1:10, 2:11-22, 3:2; Colossians 1:25)
� See also 1 Corinthians 15:3-8.
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