2 Peter 1:12-15

Do you remember…?

Central to today’s passage in 2 Peter is the longstanding and broadly applied biblical principle of reminding and remembering.

· The people of Israel were told to observe the Passover as a remembrance of God’s deliverance (Exodus 13:3).  

· The Jews were to remember that they were slaves in Egypt and that the Lord brought them out of Egypt (Deuteronomy 5:15), and that was one reason for the Sabbath day.

· The name “Deuteronomy” means ‘second Law’, because the Law of Moses was in many respects repeated from before (as a reminder).

· The disciples, at the Last Supper (a Passover meal – already a meal of remembrance) were told to take the bread and the cup in remembrance of Christ’s death (Luke 22; 1 Corinthians 11:24,25).

· Christ promised the Holy Spirit to the disciples, Who would, among other things, “bring to your remembrance all that I said to you” (John 14:26).

· The apostles and their associates often reminded or asked the ones they wrote to call to memory certain key things (e.g., 2 Timothy 1:6, 2:8, 14; Jude 5 – see below).

Peter is going to remind and ask that his readers call to mind the key things that they must know and have in mind.  Along side this reminding and calling to mind is the assumption that the apostles sometimes wrote about things that their readers already knew or were assumed to have known:

Romans 6:6, 6:9 (NASU with VP expansion of ‘knowing’)

“…because you know this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin.”

“…because you know that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.”

Romans 7:1 (NASU – compare to Romans 6:3)

Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law)…

Jude 5 (NASU)

Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt…

So reminding, calling things to remembrance, and building on what believers already know are all perfectly valid and valuable actions on the part of the apostles and their associates.  Peter will do exactly that in today’s passage.

For the last time…!

There are several indications in this passage of 2 Peter that Peter knew in some way that these words were among his last.  

· “…as long as I am in this earthly dwelling…” (2 Peter 1:13)

· “…knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. (2 Peter 1:14)

· at any time after my departure (2 Peter 1:15)

Peter, of course, was told by the Lord about the manner in which he would die (John 21:15-19), and those words, along with Peter’s observation of the events around him, likely caused him to write from the perspective of  ‘my time is short’.

It’s well worth keeping in mind (is that a reminder? ( ) that typically when people are saying what they know to be their last words, they often say the things that they consider to be the most important things, and things that are near to their heart.  They also tend to say things that they expect will benefit their hearers.  Peter seems to be doing that very thing here.  He wants his readers to put these truths ‘front and center’ in their thinking.

2 Peter 1:12-15

Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.  13 I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up    by way of reminder, 14 knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15 And I will also   be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things  to mind.

So what are the ‘these things’ that Peter wrote about?  They are the ‘things’ that Peter had just said to them in the prior verses.  These are things about God’s provision of absolutely  everything for life and godliness by His divine power.  They are the actual working out of that godly character by His continuing empowerment.  The apostles often wrote in this way, giving exhortation to action alongside assurance that God will be present with and empower the believer as that believer steps out in faith in God’s presence and empowering provision.  This is the manner in which Paul wrote to the church at Philippi, calling them to action and then assuring them of God’s provision:

Philippians 4:9 (NASU)

The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

Philippians 2:12-13 (NASU)

So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, 

but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 

13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

In 2 Peter, he simply reversed Paul’s typical order, telling them first that God has empowered them (2 Peter 1:3), then telling them what they were empowered to do.            And that promised empowering is not an impersonal force, but God Himself!

“…even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.”

Here is confirmation of what the believers already know, even further reinforced by saying that they have been established in the truth and that it is present with them.  We’ll find that a look at the verbs in this part of verse 12 will be very insightful:

· “you already know”:  This is a perfect active verb.  The perfect tense says that the believers have known completely in the past and continue to know.  Further, the active voice says that they know because they actively learned in the past, having taken deliberate action to learn.  By the way, this kind of knowledge is not an experientially known truth, but one of objective truth presented to the mind.

· “have been established”:  This is a perfect passive verb.  As above, the perfect tense says that the believers have been established completely in the past and continue to be established.  The passive voice, however, says that their establishment in the truth came about by the work of another outside of themselves.  This kind of establishment includes personal experience in application of the kind of knowledge given above.  Application of truth by faith in the spiritual facts establishes us as believers. 

· “is present with you”:  Peter emphasized the present ongoing character of the things in which the believers had been established, even expressing the nearness and reality of those truths among the believers.  Those were the truths they had actively learned and in which they had been established by the faithful work of others and by the working of the Lord.

“I consider it right”

What Peter was considering right was to stir them up by way of reminder.  Peter held a sense of duty in conveying these words, and not just subjective inclination or personal preference.  The KJV puts this perspective in negative terms: “I will not be negligent…”.

“earthly dwelling”

Peter used this word (skenoma) in verse 13 and again in verse 14.  It is a word used in only one other place in the entire New Testament:

Acts 7:44-46 (NASU)

"Our fathers had the tabernacle (skene) of testimony in the wilderness, just as He who spoke to Moses directed him to make it according to the pattern which he had seen. 45 "And having received it in their turn, our fathers brought it in with Joshua upon dispossessing the nations whom God drove out before our fathers, until the time of David. 46 "David found favor in God's sight, and asked that he might find a dwelling place (skenoma) for the God of Jacob."

Peter therefore saw his earthly body as a dwelling place for the God of the Scriptures!  Paul made similar references regarding all believers (1Corinthians 3:16; 6:19).

“to stir you up”

The Greek word often had the idea of awakening someone.  But Peter wanted to make these already known and established truths fresh and newly alive in his readers’ hearts.

“knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.”

Peter made reference to his anticipated departure.  The Lord spoke to Peter before His ascension, telling him of his death (John 21:15-19), but it may also be that Peter was making a reference to some more recent insight about his “soon homegoing”.

“And I will also be diligent” 

Peter says that he will be diligent.  This word for diligence (spudazō) was used rather consistently by the apostles for ‘keeping at and keeping on’.  Peter had been urging his readers to be consistent and persistent with putting these truths into action.     

2 Peter 1:10 (NASU)

Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble.

And Peter urged them later in this letter to be diligent.

2 Peter 3:14 (NASU)

Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless.

But Peter didn’t just expect that his readers would need to be diligent, but applied that truth to himself as well.

“that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind”

Peter’s diligence was not without purpose.  In fact, he specifically saw himself as making an investment in the lives of believers beyond his own lifetime.  Having written these truths, and having passed these truths along to us as Scripture, we who live almost 20 centuries later are still being reminded of these precious and potent truths.  We, too, are able to call these things to mind by virtue of Peter’s reminder.
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