2 Peter 1:10-11 (NASU)

Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

“Therefore...”  (dio: dee-o') - through which thing, i.e. consequently; or for this reason.

This introduces what follows as logically coming out of the incentives that Peter has mentioned in verses 1-9.  And what are these incentives that Peter has just mentioned? 

Peter is writing to those who have received like precious faith (i.e., received Christ as their Savior: believed on the Lord; that Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures. He was buried. He rose again the third day, according to the Scriptures.).

In the first verses of the chapter Peter tells us that grace and peace are multiplied to us through the knowledge of God our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. This will come as we see that by His divine power He “has granted (given) to us everything pertaining to life and godliness” through our being placed “in Christ.”  All that the Lord has done for us is done because of and for His own glory and excellent character.  Peter is here emphasizing our position in Christ, which is where He has made us to be, entirely by grace.  These eternal assets are given to us, and we take what God is offering to us by faith.  There is nothing for us to do, but take hold of these assets by faith. 

Because of His own glory and excellent character, He has “granted (given) to us precious and magnificent promises” in order that we might display His divine nature in a corrupt world.

Now, in verses 5-9 Peter deals with our eternal position in Christ and the character of Christ’s life being lived out in daily life – our practical sanctification.  He says, “Now for this reason,” in other words because of the Lord’s glory and excellent character, we are to be diligent to supply by faith these qualities:

· Moral excellence- moral goodness, that is the characteristic of Christ’s life, and having a moral courage that is not intimidated by a world that is corrupt.
· Knowledge - a true spiritual understanding of the Lord and His ways.  
· Self-control - the ability to control by His power over what our senses like or want.   
· Patience- the ability to carry a load without collapse.
· Godliness- right and true worship in Spirit and Truth.
· Brotherly kindness - affection for brothers and sisters in Christ.
· Agape love- the genuine love of Christ 
These qualities in our life lead to a productive and fruitful life in a true knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. A believer who fails to develop these qualities is short-sighted and suffers from spiritual myopia. This person is forgetting that he was once purged from his old sins. 

In verse 10 Peter now states that the presence of these things is evidence of salvation. The development of each of these qualities is not the same in every believer.  

Am I seeing a faith response to the promises in my Christian life? Is there a growing affection for God’s promises?  Is there a growing love for the Lord?  Is there a development of these qualities that Peter has listed? If there is some development in these areas, then Peter says we can use this as evidence of our salvation.  

“...brethren...”(adelphos: ad-el-fos') a brother (literally or figuratively) near or remote. This description draws Peter’s readers with him into a circle of intimacy and affection. He has a bond of affection with those to whom this letter is written. There is a Christian brotherhood to which all of us “in Christ” belong.  

“...be all the more diligent...”  (spoudazo: spoo-dad'-zo) - to make effort, be prompt or earnest. One translation says, “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence.” We may take this word “rather” to mark a contrast to the laxity of life described in verse 9.   

The aorist imperative “give diligence” gives a note of importance to what is being said. We are to be in earnest to make every effort to guard against the spiritual negligence just pictured in verse 9.  

“...to make...”  (poieo: poy-eh'-o) - This is in the present tense, middle voice.  The idea of the middle voice is that the subject is doing something with the action coming back upon himself. The present tense suggests that this is an ongoing, lifelong responsibility.  

“...certain...” (bebaios: beb'-ah-yos)- sure. The certainty is subjective confidence.   So Peter is saying “make yourself sure.” In other words, obtain assurance for yourself that you are among those who are called and chosen.

This does not mean that we can by our own efforts make God’s call and choosing more sure.  It does mean that we base our personal assurance of salvation on the evidence of a spiritual growth in our lives.  Spiritual growth is the outward response, over time, to the Lord’s working within us. These qualities that Peter has listed, if seen in our life, give us the assurance that God has called us and chosen us.   

“...about His calling...” (klesis: klay'-sis) - an invitation 

“...and choosing you...” (ekloge: ek-log-ay') -selection; KJV - chosen, election.

God’s calling is that calling of the Lord that is done through the preaching of the gospel. This message is to all:

Revelation 22:17 (NASU)

The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost. 

Romans 10:9-10 (NASU)

That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.

Romans 10:13 (NASU)

For whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

The choosing that the Lord does is certain to every believer by the mere fact that he believes the gospel.  We who are chosen are placed “in Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:30).

Ephesians 1:4 (NASU)

Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 

“...for as long as you practice...” (poieo: poy-eh'-o) - to do. “...these things...” refers to the qualities listed in verses 5-7.  

The word “for” here reminds us of the tie between divine grace and human responsibility. 

The best thing that we can do for our own assurance of salvation is to be a doer of these things that Peter has admonished us to supply to our faith. 

 “...you will never stumble...” (ptaio: ptah'-yo) - to trip, to err, sin, fail. Concentration on these things is a way to make sure that we never fall. 

Peter uses the aorist tense here and this brings in the meaning that this is a stumbling that is final, a fall from which there is no getting up.  This does not mean that one would never sin, but that one would be kept from a fall from which they could not recover.  

A summary of verse 10 is: Be sure you are saved. 

“...for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.” (epichoregeo:ep-ee-khor-ayg-eh'-o) - to furnish besides, i.e. fully supply.

Near the beginning of this process in verse 5 there is a verb that tells us the action that we are to take.  

2 Peter 1:5 (NASU)

Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith 

“supply” (epichoregeo: ep-ee-khor-ayg-eh’-o)...means to supply lavishly.

This is an effort word.  

If we supply these qualities Peter mentions in verses 5-7 then we get a reward. 

You may ask, “I put out effort, therefore in exchange for my effort God rewards me.  Is that not contrary to grace?”   

· Is it true that human merit will not get anything from God?  YES.  

· Is it also true that God rewards our obedience.  YES

How does that fit in with grace? Why isn’t this just an appeal to self-effort?  How are these to be reconciled?  

Look at how Peter started this book: 

2 Peter 1:2-3

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;    3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.

Sometimes a passage may be looking at the human side, which is our responsibility.  This does not exclude all the verses that give us the true picture of God’s initiating grace, and His divine empowerment.  We need to be “...combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.” 1 Corinthians 2:13b

Therefore here in 2 Peter, Peter is saying this: 

· Peter would agree that if we are diligent in these things as a faith response to the Lord’s grace toward us, it is because we love the Lord.  If we love the Lord, it is because He first loved us.  He is the initiator of love and grace.

· God does not ask us to do anything for which He has not already provided ample basis in our eternal position in Christ, and for which He has promised to empower us on the basis of His infinite resources.  His divine power has already granted us everything needed to express His life in our lives!  The magnitude of the divine power (2 Peter 2:3) available to us is the power that resurrected Christ from the dead!

Ephesians 1:18-21 (NASU)

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward [eis: into] us who believe.  These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.

What God rewards us for is our obedience that is from dependence upon Him, and upon who we have been made to be “in Christ”, which is all by His doing (1 Corinthians 1:30). God rewards us for what He does in and through us as His vessels!  Grace upon grace!
HHBC – 1& 2 Peter – 29 2 Peter 1:10-11 – page 4 of 4


