2 Peter 1:5-9 (NASU)

Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.

Peter wants us to have a true knowledge of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ. This is needed to overcome the doctrine and practice of false teachers. Most often when we think of false teachers we think of those cults that deny the deity of Christ and the value of His precious blood. But we need also to include those teachers today whose emphasis is on psychology in the church. Instead of encouraging people to know and love the Lord, they are encouraging them to know and love themselves and develop self-esteem. We are not here to develop and find fulfillment in Adam, the old creation. God is not remaking or patching up what we are in Adam.

In verses 3 and 4 we see God’s provision for us in Christ. There is nothing for us to do, but to believe His promises. This is the key to spiritual birth and spiritual growth in Christ, the Last Adam.

Galatians 6:15 (NASU)

For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 

“Now for this very reason also...  (Because of this...). Peter is saying, that for the reason of all the supply that we have in the knowledge of Christ, as found in verses 3 and 4, apply all diligence.  

Verse 5 is going to build on our understanding of the source of our assets. These assets are the sum total benefits available to believers in Christ. The riches of the Lord’s grace proceed from the cross.  

Ephesians 1:7 (NASU)

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace. 

The riches in glory proceed from the throne. 

Philippians 4:19 (NASU)

And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

The way we receive our benefits is to accept them by faith. Think of this in terms of each Christian having a spiritual bank account. It is based on what each one deposits in the account. God has given us checks (promises) that need to be deposited. All we need to do is to sign the checks and deposit them in our account.

Because Christ died for us we have a number of assets that are found in the Word and we can claim them by faith. In verses 3 and 4 Peter gives us the distinctions that have to do with these assets:

· Source- 2 Peter 1:3 “His divine power”
· Basis- He “has granted” them.

· The scope of how big - “everything”

· What they are to be used for- “life and godliness” 

· Means of the appropriation - “through the knowledge of Him, Who has called us by His own glory and excellence”
· Location- “His precious and magnificent promises”, as found in His Word

“...applying all diligence...”  (spoude: spoo-day') - eagerness, earnestness. This conveys a note of urgency.  Be eager to make every effort to do these things; we are to be earnest in applying what Peter is talking about here.

“... in your faith (pistis:pis'-tis) persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction. Faith here means strong conviction. We should respond to these assets with strong conviction.   Faith is the end of human responsibility.  Faith simply rests on the promises of God. 

“...supply...” (epichoregeo: ep-ee-khor-ayg-eh'-o - to furnish besides, i.e. fully supply  

The King James says “add” This makes it sound like we have something to add to our assets. There is nothing to be added to these resources. Our assets create a duty. We are stewards of this wealth the Lord has entrusted to us. It is because we have these riches that we have a responsibility to use the energy by faith to supply these following things. These things are qualities of life that we have a responsibility to manifest in our life.
Note that we start in faith and end in love. Faith is the root and love is its crown. The ultimate development that Peter is going to lead us to is love (agape).

Faith works outward to love. This is like dropping a stone in water and the little circles come out from it automatically. We drop the stone of faith into the promises of the Word and it creates a ripple effect of moral excellence and the following things. The faith response to the promises develops these things.  

Philippians 2:12-13 (NASU)

So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for  it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 

 “...moral excellence...”  (arete: ar-et'ay).  The word is used in two ways: 

· It was used in character excellence in a person, of whom Christ was the ultimate:
2 Peter 1:2-3 (NASU)

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  (see also 1 Peter 2:9)

· It can also be used abstractly in excellence in a thing. (Things-- that are morally excellent.)

Philippians 1:10-11 (NASU) 

So that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 11 having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

So much in our environment says do not think about moral excellence.  It wants us to think about unbiblical sex, thievery, murder, etc. Therefore, to think about moral excellence is difficult.  

If we are going to think about the things that are excellent, where are we going to go? Television? Newspaper?  Normally these do not focus on moral excellence. A believer, who does not continue in God’s word, can have a hard time thinking right. Without the word of God there is neither standard of moral excellence nor means to appropriate it. Having moral excellence means that a person has made the decision to go on with the mind of Christ, as found in God’s Word, at any price.
Notice that in verse 3 this moral excellence (arete) is used to describe Christ.  “...called us by His own glory and moral excellence (arete).”This excellence exists in Christ. The object of our Christian life is a reflection of His excellencies.

1 Peter 2:9 (NASU)

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 

This moral excellence is the fruit of faith. We begin the Christian life by faith and we continue by faith, not by law (see Galatians chapter three.)

“...and in your moral excellence, knowledge...”  (gnosis: gno'-sis) - knowing (the act), i.e. (by implication) knowledge. This does not mean that we just know some Biblical facts. The object of this knowledge is not just facts but knowledge of a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ. (Verse 2 and 3) It is a true spiritual understanding of Him. A person can have a great deal of knowledge and have no wisdom. (The Pharisees)

“...and in your knowledge, self-control...” (egkrateia: eng-krat'-i-ah) -self-control in particular over sensual desires (ability to control what our senses like or want). Self-control is shown in setting aside our wants if they interfere with the purpose of God in our lives. The more we understand the things of the Lord, the more we will desire a life of self control.
“...and in your self-control, perseverance...- (hupomone: hoop-om-on-ay')- 

mome means to remain and hupo means under.

It is the ability to carry a load without collapse. It speaks of endurance and consistency. This refers to enduring under trouble, trial and persecution.  “Tribulation works patience.”  You have heard of the patience of Job. Patience is learned when you have self- control. 

 “... and in your perseverance, godliness...” eusebeia (yoo-seb'-i-ah) – sebeia- means to worship, eu – means well or right. The idea here is to recognize where true values lie. It is a reverence toward God in your life. The Spirit of God in us brings out godliness. Godliness is seen in one’s great desire that God Himself will be in control of our life.
“... and in your godliness, brotherly kindness...” (philadelphia: fil-ad-el-fee'-ah) - fraternal affection; an affection for the brethren. When one says brotherly love it puts it into a male context, but this is not the idea. It is a family love.

Romans 12:10 (NASU)

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love (philadelphia: fil-ad-el-fee'-ah); give preference to one another in honor;

“...and in your brotherly kindness, love.” – (agape: ag-ah'-pay) - love, i.e. affection or benevolence; genuine love.

Colossians 3: 14 (NASU)

Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 

We can see a description of this kind of love in 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 (NASU):

If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 

4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,   5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails.

“For if these qualities are yours and are increasing they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

These virtues need to be in us and abound “be” (huparcho: hoop-ar'-kh) in you - to begin under (quietly), i.e. come into existence (be present or at hand); expletively, to exist. Things are not stagnant. They are developing. The result is that you will be neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. The word “useless” (argos: ar-gos') - inactive, i.e. unemployed; (by implication) lazy, useless.

Faith response to the promises triggers these qualities that produce fruitfulness and a true knowledge of Christ (see John chapter 15 on fruitfulness).

“For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted...”

A useless believer is one who does not comprehend these things or does not give any effort toward their development and growth. To lack these qualities does not mean that a person is not saved. In the latter part of this verse we will see that it is a person that has forgotten that he is saved. It is similar to the carnal Christian as found in 1 Corinthians chapter 3.

Notice that the first comment about this person is that he is “blind” (tuphlos: toof-los'); opaque (as if smoky), i.e. (by analogy) blind 

Then Peter says that he is “...short sighted...” (muopazo: moo-ope-ad'-zo)- near sighted 

Nearsightedness is called myopia in medical terms. This person is completely wrapped up in the details of the moment. He is living only for the things at hand 

It is possible for a Christian to be one who lives this way. He is near sighted and worried about the little details of life. All of his energies are given out in these details. There is no faith development of the things that Peter has just mentioned. He does not have eternity’s values in view.

Colossians 3:1-2 (NASU)

Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.

“...having forgotten his purification (katharismos: kath-ar-is-mos') –cleansing from his former sins.” 

The Wuest translation reads:

‘For he to whom these things are not present is blind, being short-sighted, having taken forgetfulness of the cleansing of his old sins.’ 

Notice it reads “having taken forgetfulness” or having received forgetfulness. He is disciplined with the affliction of forgetfulness. Not to grow spiritually is to forget that God has cleansed us from our sins. Not to grow in the knowledge of Christ experientially is to miss out on one’s practical sanctification. There is an indifference and coldness among many believers today. The worldliness of many Christians is due to their spiritual short sightedness.

Some of the evidences of a saved person’s response to the ministry of the Holy Spirit are:

Do we have a faith response to God’s Word? Do we love the Word? Do we appreciate the Word of God? Peter is going to say that this is one of the ways we can make our calling and election certain (which has nothing to do with us making sure we stay saved):

2 Peter 1:10 (NASU)

Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 
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