2 Peter 1:1-4 (NASU)

Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.

“Simon Peter...” Peter was known as Simon (Sumeon:soom-eh-on') until he met Christ. Simon is derived from the Hebrew name Simeon. The name Simon means ‘hearkening’ or ‘listening’. 

John 1:42  “He (Andrew) brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas" (which is translated Peter). 

Peter’s name is significant. (Petros: pet'-ros; Aramaic form: Kephas) It means a rock or a boulder.  It is a prediction of the rock like character that Christ was going to manifest through him.

The types of truths we are going to get from Peter are going to build us up to display the same character; the character of Christ revealed in us.

Luke 22:31-33 (NASU) Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."

One purpose of 2 Peter is to help stabilize believers in the midst of false teachers within the church.

2 Peter 3:17 “You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness. (sterigmos: stay-rig-mos') - stability 

 “...a bond servant...”(doulos) - the ordinary Greek word for slave. It expresses Peter’s awareness that, like all believers in Christ, we “are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 1 Corinthians 6:20

 “...and apostle of Jesus Christ...” (apostolos: ap-os'-tol-os) delegate; especially, an ambassador of the Gospel; officially a commissioner of Christ. Literally the term means “one sent forth.” (apo, “from,” stello, “to send”)  See notes from 1 Peter lesson #2 for a review on the characteristics of an apostle.

“...To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours...” 

(“Like precious faith” KJV)  (isotimos: ee-sot'-ee-mos) -of equal value or honor.

The receivers of this letter are identified as a group of people who have had a common spiritual experience as the Apostles.  The way Peter formulates this letter implies that this is a message for all true Christians.

Jude 3 (NASU)  “Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.”

Jude speaks of our common salvation.  We are to stand for the common salvation once delivered to all the saints. In other words we have the same Savior, the same Life, the same redemption, we have the same hope, we have the same destination, and we have the same union with the Savior.  Jesus Christ is the object of our faith.

There are a great many people who are religionists, but they are not Christians.  In the New Testament religion and Christianity are not the same thing.  Religion is what man does to please God.  True Christianity is having a Life that is in union with the Son of God.  That union with the Son of God is only experienced by faith in Jesus Christ as One Who died, was buried and rose again.    It is not our works that save us; it is not our ceremonies that save us.  It is not our knowledge about Christ that saves us.  The one who is saved as a relationship with Jesus Christ.  To have eternal Life we need to be related to One Who is eternal.   We have like precious faith with Peter, James, John and Paul.  They have no more faith than we have.  It is the same kind of faith.

It is only as we stay in the Word of God that we can be held steady in the midst of a world that has gone away from God.   The professing church for the most part has become apostate and is in spiritual declension.   But we would not be realistic if we did not see that today there is a real movement energized by Satan to destroy the faith of God’s people.  Satan comes as an angel of light.  He will come as a minister of righteousness.  What for?  That He might deceive.

The only way we can stand our ground against false teachers, is to stand upon the inerrant Word of God.

Ephesians 6:17 (NASU) “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

“...by the righteousness...”  Peter is talking about a kind of faith that comes by God’s righteous character. Our like precious faith is founded in God’s righteous character.  Peter talks about the character of faith that we all graciously receive (active voice on our part) by God’s righteous character.  There is no kind of faith specific to the apostles or inner circle of special faith and knowledge among ‘a chosen few’. 

And those of us, who are of the same kind of faith, and in the same Savior, stand before God in the same righteousness.

 “...of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ”

“This expression is in a construction in the Greek text which demands that we translate, ‘our God and Savior, Jesus Christ,’ the expression thus showing that Jesus Christ is the Christian’s God; this, in opposition to the cult of the Caesar in which the Roman emperor was the god of the pagan Roman citizen.  Because Peter continued to insist upon this teaching, he was martyred.”

“Grace...” (charis) is the unmerited favor of God given to sinners in and through Jesus Christ.  Grace is always named first in the New Testament epistle greetings.  It speaks of man’s basic need.

“..and peace...” (eirene ) is the effect of receiving God’s grace and speaks of the state of well-being that comes out of the experience of reconciliation and forgiveness.  
“...to you...” shows Peters care for his readers.  He is obeying the Lord in feeding the sheep.

“...be multiplied to you...” (plethuntheie) The statement suggests that the readers have already experienced God’s grace and peace, but in view of their trying situation, they needed grace and peace in increasing measure.  

“... in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” This is not just a mental conception of truth.  This has to do with the experiential side of it – day to day.   This is the center and support of our faith through the knowledge of God.  Our salvation is determined by our relationship with the Savior.  Our assurance of that salvation is through the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This word for knowledge is (epignosis: ep-ig'-no-sis) - it speaks of full discernment, acknowledgement.  And Peter is talking about the knowledge of God in our life.   It is not just head knowledge of truth.   It is not just assenting to historical facts.  He is speaking of heart knowledge as seen in Romans 10:9-10.

“That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”

I need to have taken Jesus Christ to be my personal Savior.  He is to be the object of my faith.  I need to believe that He died and rose again personally for me and that in His resurrection He guaranteed that work on the cross for me.

“Seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.”

You will notice how again Peter uses this word, “knowledge.”   It is one of the key words of this letter.

All the divine provision has been made for you and for me to enjoy a life of godliness.    It is a Divine Life!  It is a Divine power!  It is a gift!

John 1:12 (NASU)

“But as many as received Him, to them, gave He the power to become the sons of God.”

The more we know Christ in experience, the more we realize the power that is available to us. It is a life that corresponds with the life of Christ.  A life that is spiritual, that is eternal and is displayed in godliness. And through this knowledge of Him He has called us to His glory and moral excellence.

Ephesians 1:18-23 

“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”

See also: Ephesians 3:14-19; Colossians 1:29; Ephesians 3:20; 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 
The more we know God through His Word, the more we realize the power that is available to every believer.   This very power strengthens us to live a life of godliness. 

In other words, through this knowledge of Him, we see that He has called us to His own glory and virtue. 

“For by these He has granted to us...” - “Whereby” (KJV) goes back to verse 3 which speaks of God’s “glory and excellence.” It is through these that the promises are given.  The character of the God Who has promised, assures the believer of the validity of His promises.  

Titus 1:2 (NASU)

In the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago.” 

“...His precious and magnificent promises...”

Christ promised forgiveness to the sinful, rest to the weary, comfort to the sad, hope to the dying, and life to the dead. We have the promise of His presence in the believer and the promise of rapture of all of His church. We have the promise of His physical return with us to reign on this earth one thousand years.

The very trials of this life are an open door for God to display His power and glory. The more we know Him, the more we appreciate His glory and moral excellence. And through these has been given unto us many great and precious promises.

“...so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.”

You mean that we have become a part of divine nature?  Does that mean that we have become part of God - deity? No, we do not become deity. (To become God is what some of the cults teach).

We become a member of a new race. When the Lord died and rose again, in His resurrection, we read that He became the firstborn of a new race of people (Romans 8:29; Colossians 1: 15-18; Hebrews 1:6; Revelations 1:5). Everyone in this new race has eternal life and there is no death in this new race. Everyone in this new race is a child of God and is covered with the righteousness of Christ and belongs to God.

God has started something entirely new in His beloved Son. He has no more confidence in the old race, in anyone’s flesh. He is through with that.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NASU)

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

Galatians 6:15 (NASU) 

For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.

In human religions, they try to patch up the old corrupt nature, to change it. They try to make it fit for the presence of God and of course it does not work.

Romans 8:8, “And those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” 

The divine benefit right now for believers is that we have escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  We have escaped it through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Spirit of God uses the Word of God through the child of God for one to become born of God.  Peter, in his first letter says, “For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable (corruptible) but imperishable (incorruptible), that is, through the living and enduring word of God.” 1 Peter 1:23 (NASU)

What promises have you taken hold of to become a partaker of the divine nature? 

Perhaps 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4; John 3:16; John 1:12; Romans 10:9-10 or other verses.

The Lord Jesus has made available to believers the power of an omnipotent God. And the more we live in the Word of God and the more we walk with Him, the more we are going to be diligent to please Him. The more we are in the Word, we are going to know the Lord and realize and experience the power of Him Who raised our Lord Jesus from the dead.
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