1 Peter 5:12-14

Wrapping things up

We have come to the final verses of the book of 1 Peter.  In these verses we find that Peter gives some personal words as well as some final words of instruction.  It shows us something very valuable and vital about the relationships of the Apostles to the early church.  They weren't simply “doctrine machines” pumping out letters of doctrine as there were needs, but they had a deep and living love for each of the people that they ministered to.  Furthermore it is evident that their relationships were not built in a vacuum.  There were trials and difficulties that are always present between people who are not yet perfected conditionally, but they pressed through those difficulties with the grace and love that comes from the Lord.

1 Peter 5:12

Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard [him]), I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!

A word about friends

Peter draws our attention to the fact that Silvanus (which is the longer Greek form of the Aramaic name Silas) was the one who helped Peter in penning this letter.  Silas shows up quite a lot in Scripture and worked alongside both Peter and Paul.  This is yet more evidence to the fact that we can't take and divide Scripture between Petrine theology and Pauline theology, but the knowledge that they were all writing, living and ministering in a consistent way.  They were all fully informed as to THE Faith, and the fact that they work with the same people and have no apparent conflict about doctrine is evidence of this.   

A Big Purpose Statement


Here we get to Peter's purpose in writing this letter.  “Exhorting” here is the same word that we studied in 1 Peter 2:11 and 1 Peter 5:1 that could be brought across in English as “calling alongside.”  Once again, this is in a present active participle, so it has the idea of something that Peter is currently doing.  It's a testimony to the incredible love and sensitivity of Peter.  He is not simply commanding the believers to do things that he himself is unwilling to practice and believe, but rather calling them alongside himself as he walks in the position that the Lord has given all believers.


The other verb that Peter states as the purpose for his letter is “testifying”, also a present active participle.  This word translated “testifying” is an intensive verb.  This word is a combination of the words for “give testimony” and the intensifier epi which means “on, over, upon or above.”   So this is an extremely bold testifying of the message.  It shows the amazing change and growth in Peter's character since he denied Christ and fled at the crucifixion. It is furthermore important to notice that this letter and the truth described therein is the true grace of God.  Peter was fully aware that what he was writing was more than just “good advice”, and much more than “some random ideas about God.”  This is the true grace of God.  

Stand up!

The Greek here does not break the sentence before “Stand in it!” While the sense of imperative isn't completely out of place there seems to be a fair amount of evidence to the  argument of translating this in the perfect tense.  This would be more in line with the King James Version translation of this as “wherein ye stand.”  Whether a present perfect or a present imperative the idea remains the same.  We are to remain rooted in the truth of THE Faith.  We are not simply to be wishy washy and easily swayed by worldly arguments, or to support anything that is of faith, but rather to be standing in the position that we have been given and walking daily in the Spirit, and not in the flesh.

1 Peter 5:13

She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and [so does] my son, Mark.

The Babylonian Controversy

It has been an issue of much debate over what city that Peter is talking about here.  One option seems to be that Peter is either writing from Rome and using the name “Babylon” in a prophetic sense.  The other option is that Peter is actually writing from the city of Babylon.  Either of these options have some very strong supporters both throughout history and today.  Some of the early church fathers wrote in favor of the idea of Peter writing from Rome.  This point of view is, of course favored by Catholic theology as there is a need to have Peter in Rome.  


While the possibility of Peter writing from Rome is not erroneous or impossible  it seems that there is a greater likelihood of Peter is writing from actual Babylon.  Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum points out that there was a substantial Jewish community in Babylon around the period of Peter writing this epistle.  So it would seem a likely place for Peter to be writing from as he is encouraging the believer's there.  It furthermore does not seem likely that Babylon was used as a euphemism for Rome at this point.

Togetherness

The words “chosen together” is actually a compound word.  Today we might use a hyphen and say “together-chosen” for this concept.  The idea is that we, as believers, are all united in our calling and election.  We find ourselves only getting in through our individual relationship with Christ, however once we are in we find that we are all called together as His body.  It alludes to the deeper connection between all churches, and all believers.  Though we may be separated by miles and miles we share a common bond and we are all apart of the Universal Church.  We have a God-given unity that we are responsible to protect, but not to create (Ephesians 4:1-6). 

Mark

Mark, also known as John-Mark, is one of the great stories of grace in Scripture.  It gives us a real live example of God's amazing grace and His ability to use us in spite of our own weakness.  Mark deserted Paul and Barnabas in Pamphilia when the going got rough as is recorded in Acts 15:36-41.  Barnabas, at this point wanted to give Mark another chance and Paul wouldn't hear of it.  This is in full keeping with what we know of Barnabas.  Barnabas, of course being given his name that when translated means:  “the son of encouragement” (as is recorded in Acts 4:36).  Barnabas is the one who was willing to take a chance and introduce Paul, freshly converted, to the Church.  He is an incredibly grace filled individual, and we find that his faith in God's grace was well placed as John Mark is mentioned here and being with Peter, and being viewed as a son in the faith.  We also know that there was reconciliation between Paul and John came eventually as Colossians 4:10 tells us.  God specializes in doing great things with weak and flawed people!  Praise the Lord!

1 Peter 5:14

Greet one another with a kiss of love.  Peace be to you all who are in Christ.

KISSING IN CHURCH?!?!!?

This would seem to be a command that we don't follow very much in the modern church.   Phillips even goes so far in his paraphrase of the Bible to revise it out entirely and replace it with “handshakes all around.”  While this is inserting interpretation into the text it isn't entirely inappropriate.  We find that in Biblical times, as is the case even today in many cultures, a kiss was a sign of familial love and affection.  Sadly our culture has been so overtaken by obsession with erotic love that we could probably not institute this tradition without running into some serious cultural snags!  However, in those other cultures where this is not the case, a kiss on the hand, cheek or forehead is not at all an inappropriate sign of love and respect, most commonly expressed between family members.  This is further highlighting our closeness of relationship as members of the Body of Christ.  We are related by a bond that is stronger and deeper than any ties that blood and human relationship can offer.  


This word for “kiss” is related to the word phileo.  It is important to know this because eros or erotic love is nowhere in view.  Phileo love is characterized by the brotherly or familial connection that is there between close friends and family.  And this specific kiss is a kiss of brotherly love.  The word “love” here is agape love, which is the love that looks to God as its source.  The truth of the matter is that God has united us with a deep connection of a love with the World has no knowledge of.  God's work and God's love are the basis for our unity, and we should act within that, as is culturally appropriate.  Whether by handshake, kiss or warm embrace the point is not so much the expression as what it is that's being expressed.

Peace

While the content of the letter has not been primarily focused on peace, that is the idea used to close it.  Peter has focused on such difficult subjects as suffering, adversity and submission.  The reality is that, for the believer, there is always peace, because of our immovable position in Christ.  We do not need to worry about being killed or persecuted.  We do not need to run around trying to make sure we are fulfilling some sort of divine checklist in order to be saved.  We have perfect peace because we are in Christ.  In fact our choice not to abide in the peace of our position is our own problem!  Its paramount to spiritual insanity!  Us worrying and being consumed by anxiety when we have access to the only REAL peace in the universe would be the equivalent of a man starving to death while clutching a loaf of bread that someone had given him! 
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