1 Peter 5:8-11

Doxology

These verses are called by some the doxology of Peter's first epistle.  They are the verses that he wraps up the bulk of his message to his readers before giving his personal notes and messages.  In these rich and powerful verses we get a sort of inspired conclusion paragraph.

1 Peter 5:8

8  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  

Are you ready for your sobriety test?

This word “sobriety” has many different nuances and connotations that can effect the way that we interpret this.  Certain people throughout history would like to interpret this command to sobriety as a command for Christians to be truly boring people.  This, however, is not what the Scriptures are saying.  Sobriety is a seriousness, but that is not in conflict with our joy, or even a sense of humor.  This is the type of seriousness that recognizes the situation that we are in and the graveness of circumstances.  We are not told to be the type of people who are silly or irresponsible, but rather the type of people who can handle situations in a rational and serious way that is merited by them.  
Combined with this command to sobriety is the command to alertness.  The King James Version has this as “vigilant.”  And the word carries with it the idea of attentive watchfulness.  This is a wakefulness and alertness that is aware of what the threats that surround us are.  We are obviously in need of that watchfulness as the flesh, the world and demonic forces are constantly around us.  The reality is that all of these evil things are designed to seem innocuous.  They are intentionally trying to slide under our radar and if we are to pinpoint them we must be both serious and alert.  For proof of this you need travel no farther than the nearest Christian bookstore.  The shelves at most of these stores are filled with things that are designed to look Christian but hold within them a warmed over worldly message.  


This is not to say that we need to be paranoid Christians, but rather that we need to be discerning.  We don't need to be cynical or jaded to everything that comes along, but we need to be standing firmly in the light of Scripture and in the illumination of the Holy Spirit.  This is an important step in moving towards maturity because, just as a child learns overtime to discriminate what should or shouldn't be consumed, so also, must we as believers learn to discriminate between what is spiritually nourishing and what is trash. 

A Very Real Enemy

As we get into 2 Peter we will spend more time talking about Satan, so we will spend a little bit talking about the devil in light of what this verse has to say about him.  Firstly, Satan is here described as being the “adversary” of the believer.  Adversary here has the idea both of simply “an enemy,” or even has the idea of an opponent in a courtroom or legal setting.  This brings forward one of the things that Satan is constantly about.  He is the accuser of man.  Scripture tells us that He stands before the Father and constantly accuses us of doing wrong, or evil before Him.  It is important to notice that Peter encourages us to be vigilant because of the devil.  Modern thinkers and anti-supernaturalists would like us to forget or disbelieve that there is a real enemy.  Who faces us, and while he is limited in space and time we know that a third of the innumerable angels of heaven are in his service.  


Peter here describes Satan with two active verbs.  Satan is actively walking and actively seeking someone to devour.  The reality is that the Satanic forces do not take days off and they do not wait for us to catch our breath.  We have, in them, a ruthless enemy who will take advantage of any situation, take advantage of any difficulty and any chinks in our spiritual armor.  He is not above taking advantage of our doctrinal errors, or family relationships or our political situations.  He is, as the word Devil would be literally translated, an accuser and a liar.  


Here he is also described as a roaring lion.  Here we see lion being used to describe strength.  Satan has been given power and dominion here on earth for a short time.  Peter, interestingly, describes Satan as “roaring.”  The image here is of a Lion who is proudly walking around and trying to display his strength at every turn.  Satan's insane pride has led him to place himself in opposition to the almighty God.  His pride is beyond limit, and is brazen, and he touts his limited authority before all the earth.  

1 Peter 5:9-10

9  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.  10  After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  

Taking Down the Enemy?

A quick walk through the volumes of Christian literature, specifically the Christian literature of the last 20 or 30 years will show an intense interest in how we do combat with this enemy.  Even many popular songs and famous Christian leaders will talk of “Binding the Devil” or “Rebuking Satan.”  As if it is our job to whip the enemy in some way or the other.  Some groups will even go to the extent of mapping out cities and trying to identify strongholds of demons and then pray over those places.  This, however, is not scripturally sound.  In Scripture we see Satan as a defeated foe.  Furthermore, we do not see the believer being commanded to make an offensive attack on the foe, but rather we tend to see the encouragement to stand strong in the victory that Christ has already won.  (1 Corinthians 16:13, Ephesians 6:11, Ephesians 6:13-14) 


The imperative here is that we would withstand the enemy, the basis is that we are firm in our faith.  The word “faith” in the Greek is preceded by the definite article.  So it is not just the general character of faith that is being alluded to here, but rather “THE faith” being the specific doctrines taught in the Bible.  All of Satan's attacks will be attacks, either directly or indirectly, on our doctrine.  Just as he did with Eve in the Garden of Eden Satan is still trying to sow doubt in the minds of God's beloved people.  It seems that Satan doesn't care too much about us, but that he is primarily at hurting or attacking the Lord.  His best method of doing that now is by trying to hurt the ones that he loves.  The Devil wants us to doubt God, to doubt his character, doubt his goodness, doubt his Word.  Unless we are firmly rooted and established in those things we will soon grow to doubt the Divinely revealed facts, and that is unacceptable.  To allow ourselves to be separated from the Word and the revelation of who God is, for us, is spiritual death (Romans 6:23).  


This is not to say that salvation is lost, nor is is to say that we will somehow fall out of Christ, however it is a disconnection from our source of life.  Truly, the believer is saved by God's efforts and God's work, and there is no falling out of this salvation, however a believer who is walking in the flesh will still be devoid of life.  As 1 John teaches us, a believer who is living in sin is living in a broken relationship with God and is unable to experience the joy and life that results from fellowship in him!

The Meaning of Suffering

Satan and God have different causes for suffering.  God allows us to suffer so that, as we saw in 1 Peter chapter one, believers will be refined like pure gold.  As we saw suffering is the tool that God uses to shape us into the creation that he wants us to be.  Satan also wishes for us to suffer for quite a different reason.  Satan wants to see us turn from God, or doubt his faithfulness or his power to save us.  Satan wants to use suffering to separate us from God. Suffering has been a central theme to Peter's letter and Peter wants to remind the reader that there is another force out there who is going to encourage you to reinterpret these things in a diabolical light.  We see this at play in the Book of Job.  Satan continually wants to use suffering and pain to get Job to curse God and sin.  Even Job's wife is persuaded by the trials he undergoes and encourages Job to “curse God and die”!  Satan's tactics have not changed.  

The BIG After!

Peter offers two bits of encouragement here.  Firstly, he draws our attention to the fact that all Christians are suffering in this way, and many have suffered worse and more painful day after day situations.  It would be quite odd if one Christian were suffering and all of the rest experienced great prosperity in the world.  But Peter encourages us here that this is the case of every Christian.  Each of us experiencing suffering in our time.  



There is another important phrase here:  “for a little while.”  We will suffer, we will experience pain, fear and loss while we are here on this earth.  But in the scope of eternity how are our few years here to be measured.  They could only be called “a little while.”  We vainly view our moments on this planet as lasting forever, but this is not the case.  In the blink of an eye the Lord will return for of us, and none of us can guarantee our next breath.  Then the suffering will have reached it's end.  Just as bitter times seem unbearable at the moment, but not nearly so serious in retrospect we will find ourselves unable to even think on the difficulties of today when that time comes!  We are given this great and amazing promise.

What to do?

We are told here to resist (withstand) the evil one, and we are told that we are to stand firm in the faith.  So we are given some imperatives, but they seem mostly passive in nature.  The very act of resisting is not an aggressive action, but a defensive one, and standing firm implies digging in and staying where you are.  So now comes the question about what God is going to do.  This is really COOL!  We find that God is going to do a number of things:

Perfect – This word is talking about being made ready for God’s use.  Hebrews 13:20-21 says, “Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21 equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.”

Confirm – Thayer's defines the Greek word here as “to make stable, place firmly, set fast, fix.”  This gives us the idea that we will be made by God to be stable and secure, firmly planted and immovable.  Now we may waver or sway, one day walking in the flesh and the next walking as we were called, in the Spirit.  On that day we will no longer make the wrong choice.  We will be so firmly fixed in the right place that the wrong choice will have no appeal to us.

Strengthen – This is applying to act of making us strong.  It is important to notice once again, that it is not we who are doing this, this is something that God is going to do.  He is going to make us strong and vigorous.  We will not remember things like “tired” or “sick” but we will be strong, because the Lord himself will be our strength.

Establish – This word overlaps with the word translated “confirm.”  This is a word that was used for laying a firm foundation.  It reinforces the idea of making stable and established.  

It's amazing to think that we are going to be made strong complete and secure by God's doing.  And all that we have to look forward to will make the difficult times now seem to be nothing in comparison.  For now, keeping this amazing perspective in mind we are told only to resist the Enemy, for he can do nothing to change that eternal promise of God.  We do not need to go around binding him or rebuking him, but simply submitting to the sufferings at hand knowing that in the future we will be make perfect by the hand of our Heavenly Father.

1 Peter 5:11

11  To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen.

The Final word in all matters

Here Peter draws our attention to the most important point.  God is not powerless.  He is the keeper of all real power.  Nothing is going to beat him and Satan is never going to out-smart him.  We can rely on the sovereignty of our God to tell the end from the beginning, and do what he has declared that he will do.  This is the umbrella that everything else sits underneath.  This word for power focuses on potential energy rather than power or strength in motion.  Peter is highlighting the idea that even when it would seem as if God is in control, whether in our personal situations or in the world situations, he is.  That power is there, that dominion is there, waiting for it's final and perfect application in His time.


Forever and ever here may be more literally brought across as “into the ages of ages.”  That is to say that God's strength will not pass as ours does in a number of years.  His strength is founded on nothing but Himself and His character and therefore it will never be destroyed, lost, weakened or forgotten.  It goes into and beyond all measure of time.  
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