1 Peter 5:1-4 (NASU)

Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

This word “Therefore...” is commonly taken to indicate a connection with the concluding words of 1 Peter 4:19 --- “... doing what is right.” This doing what is right has to do now with carrying out the ministry in the midst of suffering.  

“...I exhort...”  (parakaleo: par-ak-al-eh'-o) to call for earnestly 

Most church elders need encouragement and exhortation.  The leaders in these Asia Minor fellowships of believers needed encouragement due to the duress they were facing in their suffering.  

Exhortation is needed by all believers:

Hebrews  3:13 NASU) 

But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

“elders” (presbuteros: pres-boo'-ter-os) -  a senior 

The word elder refers to the maturity of the leader.
The word overseer or bishop refers to the responsibility of the leader. 

Peter, in the following verses, is speaking of how leaders are to operate in the church: 

 Acts 20:17, 28 (NASU)    

From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church.

Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

1 Timothy 5:17 and 19 (NASU)

The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 19 Do not receive an accusation against an elder except on the basis of two or three witnesses. 

 “A great many Christians do not acknowledge the idea that anyone is over them in the Lord.  They do not accept spiritual authority.  They are spiritual anarchist.  That is why some Christians need ‘admonishing.’”  Richison

Hebrews 13:7, 17, 24 (NASU)

“Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.” 

“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.” 

“Greet all of your leaders and all the saints. Those from Italy greet you.” 

“...among you...” The Lord never leaves a body of believers without leadership.  The spiritual health of a local gathering of believers depends on the authority of elders in that local church.  This also places the elders among the church body – not aloof!

Some think that the congregation can exercise a corporate leadership.  These want a democratic rule set up in the body of believers.  This is not found in the Scriptures to be God’s method of leading His church.  

“as your fellow elder..” Peter viewed himself as a fellow elder. He establishes his authority as a leader. He does not usurp authority as the ultimate elder, as the Catholic church claims.  

1 Peter 1:1 (NASU)

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ...”

As an apostle he did have authority above an elder in that an apostle had the right to write Scripture.  

“...and witness of the sufferings of Christ...”

Witness means to testify of what one has seen.  Peter was an eyewitness to the sufferings of Christ.  Peter personally saw Jesus bound and led away for judgment.  He followed Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest.    

“...and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed...”

This refers to the unveiling of Christ’s glory at His return to earth. 

1 Peter 1:10-11 (NASU)

As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries, 11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 

Peter’s experience of seeing the transfiguration is not something that he was a partaker of. What he is talking about is his inner sense of glory of the transforming power of the new life within.  This will have an open manifestation at the second coming.  

“...shepherd...”  (poimaino: poy-mah'-ee-no) - to tend as a shepherd of (figuratively, superviser)   The shepherd has several tasks to care for the flock: protect, lead and feed.
 “...the flock of God among you...”  

(poimnion: poym'-nee-on) - a flock, i.e. (figuratively, a group of believers)

The shepherd needs to realize that the flock belongs to the Lord.  He is seen in this verse as among that flock and is to shepherd them. 

Acts 20:28 (NASU)

Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

“...exercising oversight not under compulsion but voluntarily...”

The elder should not be in that position as an unwilling worker, doing an annoying task because he feels that he cannot escape it.  Such a feeling might come from “a false sense of unworthiness, a reluctance for responsibility, or a desire to do no more than was morally required in the office.” 
 

There is a good kind of compulsion like that which Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 9:16

“For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.”  Paul had a personal love for the Lord and for the Lord’s people that prompted him to serve willingly.  

“...according to the will of God...”

John 21:15-17 (NASU)

So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My lambs."  16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep."  17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him,  “Tend My sheep.” 

“...and not for sordid gain” – (aischrokerdos: ahee-skhrok-er-doce')  filthy; foul; dirty; covetous gain.  

 “Occurs only in 1 Peter 5:2 indicating the manner in which an elder of a local congregation should behave, i.e., not using his position for personal gain.  This does     not refer exclusively to material gain such as the demand of a salary which gives the impression that an elder serves primarily from his desire for selfish purposes rather than his desire to be of service.  It may also refer to gaining popularity by adulterating the gospel to attract more people to the congregation, and showing special favors and considerations to the rich and the influential in order to gain personal advantage and profit.” 

1 Timothy 3:3

“...not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love of money.”

“but with eagerness...”  (prothumos: proth-oo'-moce) -readily, willingly 

Titus 2:14  (NASU)

“...who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.” 

“...nor yet as lording it over...”  (katakurieuo: kat-ak-oo-ree-yoo'-o) -  to lord against, i.e. control, subjugate (to force to submit)

The Lord said this about true greatness:

Luke 22:24-27 (NASU)

And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest. 25 And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called 'Benefactors.'  26 "But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant.  27 "For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves. 

Diotrephes is an example of one who did Lord it over others:

3 John 9-10 (NASU)

I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does not accept what we say. 10 For this reason, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us with wicked words; and not satisfied with this, he himself does not receive the brethren, either, and he forbids those who desire to do so and puts them out of the church. 

“...those allotted to your charge...” This speaks of the portion or share of those under the shepherd’s care.  Here we see a reference to various congregations of believers.  

“...but proving to be examples to the flock.” The word “but” here shows the contrast now as to what the true shepherd’s relationship is to the flock.   Instead of being superior lords, they are to be examples that the flock can follow.  

“...the flock.”  These words give us a reminder of the spiritual unity of all of God’s people.   

“And when the Chief Shepherd appears...”

Three aspects of our Lord as the Shepherd:

· The Good Shepherd - He died for us.  Psalm 22 ; John 10:11

· The Great Shepherd - He cares for us.  Psalm 23; Hebrews 13:20

· The Chief Shepherd - He is coming for us to reward.  Psalm 24; 1 Peter 5:4  

As the Good Shepherd he laid down His life for the sheep.

John 10:11 (NASU)

I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 

In His resurrected life and in His present ministry in heaven He is working out His divine purpose.  He is now the Great Shepherd of the sheep. 

Hebrews 13:20-21

Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21 equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

When Christ returns He will be seen as the Chief Shepherd.   He will end the work of His under shepherds with His flock and reward them. 

1 Peter 5:4 (NASU)

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

“...you will receive the unfading crown of glory.” 

“unfading” (amarantinos: am-ar-an'-tee-nos) - fadeless

“crown” -(stephanos: stef'-an-os)  - from an apparently primary stepho (to twine or wreathe); a chaplet (as a badge of royalty, a prize in the public games or a symbol of honor; victor’s crown like in an athletic competition.

Five Crowns:  (to remember the crowns, think of ‘G I R L Rejoicing’)

Crown of Glory  (Elder’s Crown) 1 Peter 5:4   Faithfulness in serving the flock of God;

                                                                           Elder’s Crown

Crown Incorruptible
I Corinthians 9:25   
   Faithfulness in self control in the 







   race for Christ’s approval; Victor’s Crown

Crown of Righteousness 2 Timothy 4:8
Faithfulness in testimony looking for Christ’s Appearing; Rapture Lover’s Crown

Crown of Life
 James 1:12


   Faithfulness under trials and testing;



 Revelation 2:8-11

   Faithfulness unto death; Martyr’s Crown

Crown of Rejoicing 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20   Faithfulness in soul winning; 




Philippians 4:1               Church Founder’s Crown
� David Wheaton


� Zodhiates
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