1 Peter 3:1-7

Peter & Paul: What they had in common

Peter and Paul were both:

· Jews, of Pharisaic influence (versus Sadducee or Essene or other influence)

· Likely born about the same time

· Familiar with, but not initially from, the area of Jerusalem

· Appointed and qualified as apostles of our Lord, each also exhibiting the signs of an apostle

· Together for a relatively short time, apparently in the area of Jerusalem

· Authors of inspired letters with some region of overlap (what was then called Asia, which included Ephesus as the primary city and provincial capital of that region of the Roman Empire, and Galatia)

· Wrote about the other one at some point

· Wrote about practical living and about suffering

· Made allusions to Isaiah 53

· In contact with Silas and (John) Mark at different points

· Having significant contact with and taking part in the church at Antioch at some point in time

· Eventually martyred, possibly or even likely, in Rome in the mid to late 60s AD

Peter & Paul: What was different between them

These two were different in these ways:

· Paul was born outside of Israel, Peter inside of Israel

· Paul was raised with a portable skill and scholarly training, Peter as a fisherman

· Paul was a Roman citizen, Peter apparently not

· Peter spent time with our Lord prior to His ascension, Paul after His ascension

· Paul was an apostle to the Gentile lands, Peter to the Jews’ homeland (initially)

· Paul wrote of the believer’s position, then of the believer’s condition, mostly using imperatives (conveying ‘ought’), whereas Peter wrote of the believer’s position and condition as more connected, mostly using participles (in action)

· Paul wrote with sometimes longer sentences and compound words, but Peter tended to use simpler and shorter sentences, and fewer compound words

· Paul wrote repeatedly of the rapture, but Peter rarely

· Paul had visited at least some of the area where Peter wrote, but we have no direct record of Peter having been there – even though he seems to have written them at least twice

Peter & Paul: Mounds of complementary passages

Paul and Peter often wrote of similar things, but in a different though complementary way:

· Paul and Peter both wrote of grace, knowing it not just hypothetically, but knowing it personally, from a past of spiritual blunders and worse, and growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ

· Paul wrote of Christ as the believer’s life, Peter of things ‘living’

· Paul wrote of practical living by making a logical connection between position and condition, while Peter wrote of practical living as ‘in action’

· Paul wrote repeatedly of the details of our identification with Christ, whereas Peter assumed the outcome of our identification with Christ

Paul and Peter often wrote of similar things, with a complementary emphasis:

· Paul spoke to and told about elders as leaders in the church, mostly from a ‘this is the last time I’ll see you’ or directing another leader about elders, but Peter wrote directly to the elders themselves

· Paul wrote about spiritual warfare, placing the focus upon the position of the believer in Christ, and using a military analogy, but Peter wrote about spiritual warfare simply from the standpoint of resistance against an enemy compared to a vicious animal 

· Paul wrote of growing, often in terms of maturity, and often with other actions as the instrumental imperatives, but Peter wrote of growing directly, even with an imperative for the believer to grow.

· Paul wrote about husband and wife relationships, placing most of the focus upon the husband, whereas Peter wrote about husband and wife relationships, placing most of the focus upon the wife

In spite of the differences between them, Paul and Peter wrote consistently, because of the singular inspiration of the Holy Spirit behind their writings.

1 Peter 3:1-2 (NASU)

In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. 

1 Peter 3:3-4 (NASU)

Your adornment must not be merely external--braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be  the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.  

1 Peter 3:5-6 (NASU)

For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands; 6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear. 

1 Peter 3:7 (NASU)

You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered. 
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