1 Peter 1:10-12

Prophets, the Messiah, the Holy Spirit, angels & you

In this passage Peter will bring together some central Old Testament figures, and convey how they all have a part in the lives of the believers to whom Peter was writing.  

Prophets: The prophets Peter wrote about were the Old Testament prophets, rather than the New Testament prophets (Ephesians 2:20; 4:11).  These Old Testament prophets foretold, among other things, Christ’s 1st & 2nd comings, but did not specifically foretell the coming of the body of believers known as the Church (Ephesians 2:11-3:11).
The Messiah: The prophets foretold repeatedly of the coming of the Messiah, which in the Hebrew was hamashiach (Anointed), as we find in Psalm 2:2 and Daniel 9:25,26.  The Greek Old Testament and the New Testament have this title as christos, which also means “Anointed”.  What is not always brought across in our English translations is that the Greek word Christos, in many contexts, has a definite article: “the Christ” = “the Messiah”, or “the Anointed one”.  Ephesians 1:10, for example, is the 1st of 23 such uses of Christos, with the definite article, in Ephesians: “the Messiah”.  In some passages this distinctively Jewish pattern of speaking and writing in Greek is brought forward into English quite clearly:  

Matthew 16:15-17, 20 (NASU)

He [Jesus] said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."… Then He [Jesus] warned the disciples that they should tell no one that He was the Christ. 

The Holy Spirit: Peter made it clear in both 1 and 2 Peter that the Holy Spirit was instrumental in conveying the gospel and producing Scripture (1 Peter 1:11,12; 2 Peter 1:21), which is exactly what we should expect, based on the Holy Spirit’s role within the Trinity (the three personal being in the Trinity were presented in 1 Peter 1:2):

John 15:26-27 (NASU)

"When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 27 and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning."

John 16:13-15 (NASU)

"But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you."

See also 2 Timothy 3:16,17 and 2 Peter 3:14-16.
Angels: Angels are created spiritual beings with the capacity for relationship with God, and in that sense they have something in common with us.  God has made the angels to be a different category of spiritual being, however, so that angels who chose not to remain with the Lord were and are not given any opportunity for salvation.  So the angels must learn about some aspects of God’s character and God’s working by looking at what God has done, is doing, and will do through us, in the Church:

Ephesians 3:8-10 (NASU)

To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; 10 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 
You: Peter will write, “…to you… but you… to you… to you…”.  He does not want to simply describe all the key players in the spiritual drama, but to present the amazing relevance of what has taken and is taking place, and that his readers are the focal point of what God has most recently revealed about and accomplished in Christ.  

Let’s look at how Peter, using inspired words, puts these “key players” on the stage of divine history, and how it now looks from our vantage point.
1 Peter 1:10-11

1 Peter 1:10-11 (NASU)

As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries, 11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 

Peter wrote in earlier verses about the salvation of believers.  We saw that this salvation related to the past, and the present, but was also forward-looking, and involved the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:2).  So Peter wrote, “As for this salvation…”.

The Old Testament era prophets included the authors of the books by each of their names (Isaiah, Jeremiah, … Malachi) as well as other godly prophets of whom we have biblical record (such as Elijah, Elisha, and Nathan).  Peter said that these prophets “prophesied of the grace that would come to you”.  So just exactly what does that mean?  Peter was writing to both Jewish and Gentile believers, telling them that the Old Testament prophets told of the gracious salvation through the Messiah.  That Messiah had come and provided salvation by grace alone to all those believers to whom Peter was writing, as well as other believers, of course.  

It appears that these prophets, even though acting as spokesmen for God, did not understand all of what they were saying and writing.  

Daniel 12:8 (NASU)

As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said, "My lord, what will be the outcome of these events?"  

The author of Hebrews brought forward a similar understanding of these Old Testament prophets, in the chapter sometimes referred to as “the Great Hall of Faith”:

Hebrews 11:13, 39-40 (NASU)

All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth…. 39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 because God had provided something better for us…

Peter said that these prophets “made careful searches and inquiries”.  These words, in the Greek, are not greatly different in meaning, but the first is more general, while the second is more specific.  The prophets spoke for God, speaking and writing inspired Scripture, but as human beings, they were intensively interested to know more about what their messages meant.  They also pursued deeper insight as well, making specific inquiries.  

If we think about it, even the disciples and those who walked with Christ personally in His first coming did not understand the significance of Christ’s first coming immediately – Peter included (Luke 24:13-27; John 12:16; 20:1-10). 

Peter wrote in such a way that it is clear that the authors of Old Testament prophecies were not simply religious men writing down words, but spokesmen by and for the Holy Spirit: “seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow” (verse 11).  Even with the number, and in retrospect, the clarity of the prophecies of about Christ’s 1st and 2nd comings (see Supplemental handout), neither the exact person nor the timing of everything was clear to those who spoke and wrote those prophecies.  

The “Spirit of Christ” (also used by Paul in Romans 8:9) conveys that the Holy Spirit was sent by Christ (John 16:7) and also testifies about Christ (15:26; 16:14 – see page 1).  Peter then wrote, “He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow”.  Though there are many details given in the Old Testament about Christ’s first coming, it was the sufferings of Christ to which Peter first drew attention (example passage: Isaiah 53).  Peter then directed the readers’ attention to the events from the Lord’s resurrection to His second coming – the glories (example passage: Isaiah 11):

· His resurrection

· His ascension

· His seating at the right hand of the Father & heavenly priesthood

· His coming for the Church (the Rapture)

· His 2nd coming

· His righteous reign on earth for 1000 years

1 Peter 1:12

1 Peter 1:12 (NASU)

It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven--things into which angels long to look.
Peter conveyed, as did the other apostles, Christ, and the Old Testament prophets, that one does not “pry truth out of God’s fingers”, but rather God intentionally reveals truth.  What did God reveal to the Old Testament prophets?  That they were not serving themselves, that is, the fulfillment of their prophecies about the comings of the Messiah was not within their own lifetimes.  In making the longer-term prophecies about the comings of Christ, they were serving the believers Peter wrote to – and ourselves.  The fulfillment of the prophecies of Christ’s first coming, culminating in the gospel, were proclaimed to Peter’s readers.  But that proclamation of the gospel was not simply of human motivation, but from the Holy Spirit.  Peter gave the location of the coming of the Holy Spirit, but we have it otherwise in Scripture that the Holy Spirit was sent from both the Father (John 14:16,17, 26; 15:16) and the Son (John 15:16).  

Peter wrote that the things of the gospel were (and are: present tense) things the angels long to look.  The word Peter chose that is translated “long” has the meaning “intense craving or yearning”.  The angels’ longing is not casual or passing, but intense and continuing.  Most certainly, the angels are not in the least bit indifferent when one of us comes to believe in the gospel: 

Luke 15:10 (NASU)

"In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

This understanding about the angels’ longing, and standing outside of salvation, as discussed briefly on the top of page 2, is consistent with other New Testament passages:

1 Corinthians 4:9 (NASU)

For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.

Hebrew 2:16 (NASU)

For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham.

The angels are spiritual beings, who have had a closeness with God, and a place in the heavenlies from the very beginning (Job 38:4-7).  But in order for the angels to even begin to understand God’s love and grace, the angels must look to God’s love and grace expressed to humans in salvation by faith in Christ.  

Why does Peter bring forward that both the Old Testament prophets and the angels didn’t or don’t understand the depth and fullness of the awesome salvation that is grace-given to those who believe in Christ?
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