The Mostly New Testament Doctrine of ‘Proportional Punishment’

There are a number of Bible-believing Christians who will say that sins will not be the issue     for those who spend eternity in the lake of fire – only unbelief
.  But there a number of biblical passages that indicate that this view sees the biblical teaching ‘upside down’ and therefore not quite correctly.  The biblical teaching is rather that a person is now and will be condemned for his or her sins - unless they believe.  Believing in Christ for salvation is the only escape from   the certain judgment, condemnation and punishment for sins.

The reasons for understanding Scripture in this way can be summarized as follows:

· A tragic identification truth: Unbelievers are now dead in their trespasses and sins and transgressions (Ephesians 2:1-3, 5; Colossians 2:13), which means that they are spiritually separated from God’s life (Ephesians 4:18), because they are positionally in their trespasses and sins and transgressions.  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:17c that without Christ’s actual, historical death and resurrection, “…you are still in your sins”.  Jesus told the Pharisees, “… I said to you that you will die in your sins, unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins." John 8:24bc.
· If unbelief were the only sin for which a person were condemned, then the condemnation for each unbeliever would be equal.  But Christ, the One who will judge unbelievers, repeatedly taught greater judgments and condemnation for greater sins, including unbelief (Matthew 10:15; 11:20-24; 16:27; 18:5-6; 23:14; Mark 9:42-43; 12:38-40; Luke 10:12-15; 11:47-48; 20:45-47).

· God’s wrath is now upon and will come upon unbelievers for their sins (Romans 1:18; Ephesians 5:6; Colossians 3:6; 1 Thessalonians 2:16).

· The unbelieving Gentile’s sins will be judged by the law of conscience, and the unbelieving Jew’s sins will be judged by the Law of Moses (Romans 2:1-3:20).  In either case it will be their sins, as measured by a Principle of Law, for which they will be condemned, because they don’t believe.    
· Both believers and unbelievers are and will be judged on the basis of deeds (KJV: works), the believer for reward, and the unbeliever for degree of condemnation and punishment (Psalm 62:12; Jeremiah 17:10; Matthew 16:27; Romans 2:1-16; 14:10-12; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 11:15; 2 Timothy 4:14; 1 Peter 1:17; Revelation 2:23; 20:12, 13; 22:12).  There are about 50 passages of this kind in the Old and New Testaments.
· At the Great White Throne judgment, which will only include unbelievers, Christ will judge on the basis of the absence of the unbelievers’ names from the book of life, which is why they will be there and why they will be headed for the Lake of Fire.  He will also judge them on the basis of their works or deeds (Revelation 20:12; Galatians 5:19-21), the criteria for relatively greater or lesser judgments and condemnations in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:11-15, also see the references given under the 2nd and 5th bullets above).  For the unbeliever who is headed for the Great White Throne Judgment, sins are and will remain the issue because they did not avail themselves of the one means of escape from the wrath of God upon sins, that is, through faith in His costly and gracious provision through Christ.

�Such as Introduction to the Gospel of John, Hall Harris, page 84; Grace in Focus, July / August 2007, Bob Wilkin, page 4, and Grace in Focus, November / December 2007, Zane Hodges, page 4.








Holly Hills Bible Church – 61 1 & 2 Corinthians series

Supplement: The doctrine of proportional punishment – August 29, 2010 (Rev. December 23, 2015)

Page 1 of 1

