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Paul continues...

* In 2 Corinthians .
chapter 11, Paul
continues to deal
with those who
are challenging his
apostleship — which
does not seem to
include everyone, .
but a vocal group.

What continues to
be evidenced in this
chapter is that the
culture does not
value humility or
consider humility

to be a virtue...

But God does, &
He appointed Paul!
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But | (sort of ) digress...

+ At this point we » The relationship
would do well to between Christ &
review the Jewish the church, as the
marriage & wedding ultimate marriage
traditions, & how relationship — a
those were reflected romance begun
in what Christ said here & extending
to the disciples & for all eternity — is a
what Paul wrote continuing thread in

to the church. the New Testament.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him+ before
the foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and blameless before Him in love...

+ just as He chose us in Him: the Father did
the choosing of the bride (the Church) for His
Son, just as was done in Jewish families.
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» Ephesians 1:4, “just
as He chose usin
Him before the
foundation of the
world, that we
would be holy and
blameless before
Him.”

» Ephesians 5:27,

“that He might
present to Himself
the church in all her
glory, having no
spot or wrinkle or
any such thing; but
that she would be
holy and
blameless.”

See also
Colossians 1:22 &
2 Corinthians 11:2
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+ At the appointed
time, the father
would send the
prospective
bridegroom from .
the father's house ..the Father
to the home of the who sent Me...
prospective bride. John 20:21

“...the Father
Himself who sent
Me...” John 12:49
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« There he would
negotiate with the
father of the woman
to determine the

purchase price of the cross.
the bride. (Hebrews 12:2)

For us, the church,
the bride price was
Christ’s death on
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» Once the
bridegroom paid
the purchase price,
the marriage
arrangement was
thereby established,
& the young man &
woman were then
considered to be
husband & wife
(betrothed).

Since Christ, the
bridegroom, has
paid the price,

the marriage
arrangement

has indeed been
established & the
church is now
betrothed to Christ
(2 Corinthians 11:2)
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* Then the

bridegroom would
declare to the bride
before the father of
the bride that she
was consecrated,
sanctified, & set
apart exclusively
for her bridegroom

That is why

Paul would say

in Ephesians 5:25
that Christ paid the

bride price so that
He might sanctify
the church, His
chosen bride.
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* As a symbol Our taking of the
of the marriage Lord’s table is a
relationship that had |commemoration of
been established, the betrothal we

the groom & bride have with Christ,
would drink from a who has paid the

cup of wine over bride price in full
which a betrothal with His own blood:
benediction had “until He comes...”

been pronounced 1 Corinthians 11:26
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* Then the betrothed
bridegroom would
begin preparing a
place for the bride
& the bridegroom to
live, & in which they
would live together,
once the wedding
had taken place

“...I go and prepare
a place for you,

| will come again
and receive you to
Myself, that where

| am, there you
may be also.”

John 14:3-4
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» From then until the “Jesus, praying to
time of the wedding, |the Father, said,

the father was to “Sanctify them in
keep the bride the truth; Your word
consecrated, is truth.” - as He
sanctified, & set was praying for
apart exclusively us in John 17:17

for her bridegroom.

» Family & friends —
were expected to In 2 Corinthians _
help in this task. 11:2; Paul says this
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| betrothed you to one husband, so that to
Christ | might present you as a pure virgin.

Among the Jewish wedding customs of New
Testament times, when a bride was betrothed
it was the solemn duty of the bride’s family &
friends, & the father of the bride - & even the
bridegroom himself - to be able to present

the bride to the bridegroom “as a pure virgin”,
“holy and blameless”, & “beyond reproach”.
Hence the last part of 2 Corinthians 4:14,
“‘He ...will present us with you...”.
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» And the bride was “But you were
also to prepare for | washed, but you
the wedding day were sanctified,

« She was, in but you were

preparation for the justified in the
wedding, to take a name of the Lord
customary bridal Jesus Christ and
bath, not just so she |in the Spirit of
was physically clean, |our God.”

but to picture her . .
moral cleanliness 1 Corinthians 6:11
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» On the wedding day, * The bridegroom

the father of the
bridegroom would
say to bridegroom,
“Go get your bride!”

» This would provide
some insight as to
why Christ would
defer to the Father
as to the timing of
His coming for us.

would go to receive
his consecrated,
sanctified, set apart
bride unto himself, to
be presented to him
by the bride’s father,
family & friends -

& the groom also
presenting her to
himself — she being
holy & blameless!
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But | am afraid that,
as the serpent deceived Eve
by his craftiness,
your minds will be led astray
from the simplicity and purity
of devotion to Christ. 4
For if one
comes and preaches another Jesus
whom we have not preached,
or you receive a different spirit
which you have not received,
or a different gospel
which you have not accepted,
you bear this beautifully.
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What Paul was concerned about

* While Paul does » The much bigger

address the wrong issue is that some
understanding of would accept the
himself among the wrong Jesus rather
Corinthians, & the than the Christ of
wrong acceptance Scripture — the one
of others who are whom God has sent

not actually Christ’s because He loved
apostles at all... us & gave His Son.
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