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OK, he’s changing the subject

» For the last two » what Paul says
chapters, Paul has by accusing him of
been writing about walking in the flesh
giving in the body — living in chronic
of Christ. dependence on the

« But now, in chapter sin nature instead of
10, he is turning to wa_lk_mg in the_Spmt,
some in the church abiding in Christ, &

body who seem to resting in Him, &
be setting aside... beholding the Lord.



[image: image2.png]2 Corinthians 10:1

l, Paul...

» There were quite afew » Most of the time
times when he wrote, it appears that he
“l, Paul...” (Galatians wants his readers
5:2; Ephesians 3:1; to understand that
Colossians 1:23;4:18; it is really him who
1 Thessalonians 2:18; is writing, & that is
2 Thessalonians 3:17; likely the case
Philemon 19). here as well.

Some were still fleshly, & had not seen that
Paul was a steward of the mysteries of God!
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And |, brethren, could not speak to you as

to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to
infants in Christ. 2 | gave you milk to drink, not
solid food; for you were not yet able to receive
it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 3 for
you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy
and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and
are you not walking like mere men?

1 Corinthians 4:1

Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants
of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.
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[, Paul, myself urge you...

» Paul could have * urging them by
come out with the meekness &
the commanding the gentleness of
full authority of his Christ, that he not
apostleship, as have to deal with
one who was even those who remain
taught personally fleshly, & see Paul
by Christ, but he as being fleshly, &
instead comes do not see him as

alongside them... Christ’s apostle.
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Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies
of God...

Romans 15:30

Now | urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus
Christ and by the love of the Spirit...

1 Corinthians 1:10

Now | exhort you, brethren, by the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ...
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Destruction of fortresses

» Paul is not saying » This very passage

that he walks, lives, runs parallel to the
& orders his life in Ephesians 6:10-18
dependence upon passage on spiritual
the sin nature, but warfare, but rather
rather that he does than describing the
spiritual battle to believer’'s weapons,
spiritual ends. it describes tactics.

Paul is referring to standing against strongholds
of evil that remain in the Corinthian church!
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What a novel idea...
truth as a primary tactic!
+ Iftheydonotfinally  + But that is not what

‘getit’, Paul will use Paul is hoping to do
the truth to combat — he is urging them,
the groundless by the meekness &
speculations & gentleness of Christ,
misinformation, to come to all their
springing from spiritual senses &
immaturity, to to see the truth for
take down the what it is: Paul is

‘false fortress’. truly God’s apostle!
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Believers are to stand on the truth,
together, in ‘the unity of the faith’

» Paul needed the » This brings us to
believers to stand this critical truth:
for the unity of the ‘church politics’ is
faith, whether Paul of the world, the
was absent or was flesh & the Devil!
present, but better  « The unity of the
before Paul came. Spirit is of God.

Paul is referring to standing against strongholds
of evil that remain in the Corinthian church!
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Looking only on the outside

» Paul has to tell the  + So Paul brings them
believers that they to spiritual truth & to

are looking at him spiritual reality:
from an extemal & .« paul is Christ’s &
simply non-spiritual  has the authority
viewpoint — a view of an apostle — a
of life that lacks special messenger
spiritual insight. - of Christ Himself.

Paul also says that he has the same character,
whether in written letters or personal presence.
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Destroying fortresses of evil,
building up the body of Christ

» Paul’s talk in verses + The building up of
3-5, of destroying the body of Christ is
fortresses of evil, is what God intends to
not from Paul liking be taking place in

to destroy things, the body of Christ.

but is rather from « For Paul to destroy
his desire to build fortresses is so that
up the body of the building up can

Christ. resume.
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And He gave
some as apostles, and
some as prophets, and
some as evangelists, and
some as pastors and teachers, 12

for the equipping of the saints
for the work of service,

to the building up of the body of Christ; 13
until we all attain
to the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge
of the Son of God,
to a mature man,
to the measure of the stature
which belongs to the fullness of Christ.



[image: image12.png]2 Corinthians 10:12

They should not get all steamed up
over their own self-esteem

* The ones who were
accusing Paul of
walking in the flesh,
& did not want to
see things from a
spiritual viewpoint,
nor see that they
themselves were
fleshly, had a great
self-esteem.

Too bad it was
all just false!

Those who had
claimed that they
were competent to
assess their own
selves according
to themselves just
lacked spiritual
understanding.
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Welcome to... Boastmasters!

» The pagan culture  + So, in order to

in New Testament avoid being seen
times viewed being as disgustingly
humble as a real humble, people
character flaw, & were prone to boast
not a virtue at all. about themselves.

So Paul was pressed into addressing

this ‘boasting virtue’, & in varying ways
he taught the believers to value humility.
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But we want to be impressed!

* A cultural value that + “For Christ did not
was also pulling the send me to baptize,
believers in Corinth but to preach the
off of the right path gospel, not in
was that the culture cleverness of
highly valued clever speech, so that

public speaking the cross of Christ
skills — and Paul would not be
openly said that made void.”

was not his ‘edge’. - 1 Corinthians 1:17



[image: image15.png]2 Corinthians 10:18

Whose approval counts?

* There are those ¢ But what Paul
who will say that makes clear in
in the end you just verse 18 is that the
have to please approval of God is
yourself. what matters most.
» There are others » So the question of
who are prone — how we please God
even driven —to then becomes life’s

please others. largest question.
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What does God approve?

* What God approves + We live by faith in

is not our best His Son as Christ
efforts or labors. does the living in

« What God approves  US, since we are in,
of is faith in His with, united with, &
Son, Jesus Christ baptized into Him
(Hebrews 11:6). (Romans 6:1-11).

It’s not our job to do the living
here on earth! It's Christ’s job!
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