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Thriving in hyper-grace

+ As we pointed out < And while the 8" &
last Sunday, the 8t oth chapters of this

& 9 chapters of 2 book focus mostly
Corinthians have on giving among
the Greek word us in the body of
that is most often Christ, nowhere is
translated ‘grace’, the word or concept
a total of ten times. of tithing mentioned.

We in the church have died to the Law of
Moses, & a key aspect of our being alive to
God is that the reigning principle is grace.
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Therefore, my brethren, you also were made
to die to the Law through the body of Christ,
so that you might be joined to another, to Him
who was raised from the dead, in order that
we might bear fruit for God. 5 For while we
were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which
were aroused by the Law, were at work in the
members of our body to bear fruit for death. 6
But now we have been released from the Law,
having died to that by which we were bound,
so that we serve in newness of the Spirit

and not in oldness of the letter.
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"For through the Law | died to the Law, so that
| might live to God. 20 | have been crucified
with Christ..."

Romans 5:17, 21

For if by the transgression of the one, death
reigned through the one, much more those
who receive the abundance of grace and of the
gift of righteousness will reign in life through
the One, Jesus Christ... 21 so that, as sin
reigned in death, even so grace would reign
through righteousness to eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
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“But thanks be to the God...”

* Verse 16 starts * 2 Corinthians 9:15
out with, “But thanks  will also have the
be to God...”, in our words, “Thanks
English translations. be to the God...”.

* The Greek most * In both cases the
literally has, “But word “thanks” is
gracetothe God...”, translated from the
which causes God word that means
to stand out from “grace” — God’s own

any pagan deity. grace calls for grace.
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God’s grace calls for a gracious
response — not a debt owed to God
* Christians have 1. The debt note from

been known to refer our sins has been
in word or in song to canceled already

the great debt that (Colossians 2:14).
we owe God for 2. Owing God for what
what He has done Christ did on the
for us, but there are cross isn’t grace.

at least three things 3 - cpyrist had to die
wrong with the idea ' for our sins, since

that we owe God. we couldn’t do it.
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Grace stimulates thankfulness,
not indebtedness

» Thankfulness is » God’s grace is
the godly & spiritual abundant & it is
response to God’s abounding (Acts
expression of grace. 4:33: Romans 5:15;
« God is fabulously 2 Corinthians 8:7;
wealthy in grace 9:8; 1 Timothy

(Ephesians 1:7;2:7).  1:14).

2 Corinthians 4:15, “...the grace which is
spreading to more and more people may cause
the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God.”
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The big picture on this passage

+ While Paul had
been presenting
spiritual principles
for their financial
giving, he is now
going to talk about
how their gifts
would be taken to
Jerusalem to help
the saints there.

Central to how the
funds would get to
Jerusalem was the
man Titus, whom
they knew, & two
other men who are
not named to us.

Paul’s focus is on
character, motives
& confidence.
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The heart of Titus

» God is to be given » Paul is clear that

thanks for what He Titus was certainly
has done in Titus, responsive to Paul’s
who is known to the appeal, but out of
church that is at his eager diligence,
Corinth, for putting he was motivated
an eager diligence to come to them,

in his heart about possibly carrying
the giving of the this very letter to

believers in Corinth. them as well.
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The first mystery man

» Paul sent along » This same man
another man with was chosen by
Titus, & although the churches (&
we don’t know this not Paul) for this
man’s name, we work of grace,
do know that this so that the Lord
man was widely- would be glorified
known in the — not Paul, Titus,
gospel among or this chosen

the churches. ‘mystery man’.
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Paul's intent is clear

* Paul desires to take
every step to make
sure not only that
the handling of this
grace-gift from the
churches is fully
above-board, but
also that there be
every reason for
people to know it.

It is about how it
looks: in the sight
of God & in the
sight of others.

Believers ought

to avoid even the
appearance of bad
faith, & also verify
the good delivery
& use of their gifts.



[image: image11.png]2 Corinthians 2:17
...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 4:2
...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 7:12
...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 8:21

...in the sight of the Lord

2 Corinthians 12:19
...in the sight of God
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A second mystery man

e Paul writes of a

second mystery
man, but like the
firstone, they seem
to know who he is,
& he also is a man
chosento represent
the churches as
they carry this gift

to Jerusalem (v. 23).

» Though chosen to
represent all of the
churches, Paul
knows this man &
has seen that he
was often tested
& found diligent in
many things, & his
diligence is now
even more evident.
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The delivery team

+ Titus is presented » The other two men

as Paul’s chosen are seen as being
representative who representatives of
is Paul’'s partner in the churches who
ministry & a fellow graciously gave
(together) worker. of their finances.

These three will deliver the gift to the

church in Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16:3)
for good faith delivery & for safer travel.
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These are special messengers,

to the glory of Christ
» Paul actually calls » This grace-givingis
these messengers not just to help out

‘apostles’, not in the the hard-pressed
sense that they are believers who are

Christ’s appointed in Jerusalem, but
apostles in the also is to the glory
‘official’ sense, of Christ Himself.
but because they  « That is the nature
are indeed special of grace-giving in

messengers. the body of Christ.
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Another appeal for open hearts

» Given the known + It is apparent in last

character of the
three men who are
being sent, two of
whom were chosen
by the churches,
Paul makes an
appeal to the saints
in Corinth to have

open &loving hearts.

Sunday’s passage
that the believers in
Corinth were indeed
responding & even
learning to love, &
Paul wanted that to
be evident in their
reception of these
three messengers.
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