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Brace yourself —
we’re going to talk about money!

» Here at Holly Hills,
one has to press &
pry to get folks to
actually talk about
the church & money.

« But we’'ll see that
Paul writes more to
these saints about
giving to the needs
of the saints than
to any others.

1 Corinthians 16:1-4
had included some
instructions to these
saints regarding the
giving of funds, as
we studied Feb. 14",

But we’re about to
see Paul address
the subject of giving
for most of two
chapters (8 & 9).
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Amazed by grace

» Chapters 8 & 9 use + Thatis because in
the Greek word that those two chapters
is often translated the Greek word is
‘grace’ a total of variously translated
ten times, but if you in the NASB as
try to find the word ‘grace’ (7 times),
‘grace’ ten times ‘gift’ (one time), &
you’ll be puzzled. ‘thanks’ (two times).

We’ll be amazed by grace because it just gets
greater in definition each time it shows up.
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No thumbscrews or arm twisting!

» We're also goingto + Instead, Paul gives
see that while Paul them - & us - both
addresses the issue  gracious guidance
at length, &while he & a basis for giving

could certainly use that is spiritually
his authority as an motivated — not
apostle to tell them the pressure, guilt,
to give, he actually or hype approach

avoids doing so. at all.



[image: image4.png]2 Corinthians chapters 8 & 9

What God doesn’t desire
&... what He does desire

* What these two * What these two
chapters will be chapters will be
telling us is that telling us is that
God is not really God desires that
looking for giving our giving comes
that just comes from the heart, with
from your wallet spiritual motivation,
or checkbook & not just external

account. compliance.
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What's not in this passage...

*« Oneitemwewillnot ¢ There are several
find in this passage reasons for Paul
is the word ‘tithe’. not to command

* In fact, nothing in or éncourage
God’s word that is them to ‘tithe”:
directly addressed  + Thetithe (atenth)
to us in the church was part of the
mentions a ‘tithe’. Law of Moses.

We in the church have died in relationship to
the Law (Romans 7:4-6; Galatians 2:19, 20).
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What the tithe was for

» The tithe, given « Onetenth ofthe
in Deuteronomy 14 food from those
(& in other parts of crops was placed
the Law of Moses), in a storehouse to
was to provide for supplythe Levites,
the tribe of Levi since they didn’t
which had noland own any land nor
in Israel, as did did they have the

the other tribes. time for farming.
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The tithe wasn’t all of Israel’s giving

* When one adds up  + There was also the
allthat the people of temple tax, & then

Israel were to give, all the sacrifices &
their total ‘giving’ offerings required
came to more like in the temple.

25t033% - notjust And there was to
the 10% ‘tithe’ that be provision for

some focus upon. the poor to glean.

Of the farm animals it was to be the firstborn,
no matter how many or few - not just a tenth!
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Ah-Ah! No crab, lobster or shrimp!
* In Deuteronomy 14+ And right after the

the instructions on tithing laws came
tithing came after the requirement to
the food laws that let all the land lie
the Jews were to fallow every 7t
abide by, including year in all Israel.
land animals, birds  « Qughtwe tojust set
& both freshwater aside laws before
& sea creatures. & after the tithe. ..

| but tell people that they must give the tithe? |
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As before, we’ll learn from the Law

* Whilewe who arein
the church are not
under Law in any
way — in fact, one
reason that Christ
died on the cross
was so that we in
the church would
die in relationship
to the Law.

But the Law of
Moses is part of
God’s word, which
is inspired by God
for our benefit.

So we will find

that Paul will draw
spiritual principles
from the Law for us
who live by grace.
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An example

» Ratherthan giving  + Like all the uses of
those believers in imitation & example
Corinth a command, in the letters of the
he gave them an New Testament, it
example: the recent is not so that we
‘giving pattern’ of can just imitate
the church saints externally, as if
in Macedonia. it were ‘acting’.

But biblical imitations & examples are
to be from living deeply & looking deeply.
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in a great ordeal of affliction
the abundance of the joy of them and
the deep poverty of them overflowed
in the wealth of the liberality of them.

Paul’s powerful paradox: words like great,
abundance, overflowed & wealth are set
in profound contrasts:

- great ordeal of affliction

- deep poverty of them overflowed
- abundance of joy

- the wealth of the liberality
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The value of ‘voluntary’

* In all aspects of * Why? Because we
our spiritual life it of the church are
is essential that not under the Law
our actions be of Moses, nor are
voluntary. we to be under the

« In fact, we are at principle of law.

times even warned « As grace is from
or cautioned against God’s heart, God
things being done desires that we are
under compulsion. gracious at heart.
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“...they first gave themselves to
the Lord and to us by the will of God.”

» Giving is not to be » Financial giving

from an external & grows out of the
superficial checklist. spiritual giving of

« Unlike the usual hearts to the Lord,
caution, do take & to those th_e Lord
giving personally. loves & cherishes.

« ltis to spring from  * Itis the will of God
giving of ourselves - what God has in
to the Lord, then mind & in heart, from

to the saints. eternity to eternity.
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But just as
you abound in everything,

in faith and
[in] utterance and
[in] knowledge and
in all earnestness and
in the love we inspired in you,

see that
you abound in this grace-gifting also.

The believers in Corinth were big on

expressing the spiritual gifts, but needed to
learn the expression of spiritual giving, too.
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The example of Christ

¢ Christ, who was » So there is not only
wealthy in spiritual the example of His
riches & standing, sacrificial giving,
gave it all up for us, but also, more

because He loved &  deeply, of giving
He gave (Galatians to His body out
2:20; Ephesians of a motivation
5:2, 25). selfless love.

Beyond just an external example,
Christ’s very life is our life (Galatians 2:20).
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Giving sacrificially does
not mean going into debt
» Paul underscores » Though Paul had

that the grace- previously said
based giving, that eachisto give
though it may be as he may have
sacrificial, does not prospered (see 1
mean giving what Corinthians 16:2),
you do not have. he didn’t mean debt.

God’s word does not condone debt giving —
neither giving nor living beyond one’s means.
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Manna, oh, manna!

« In the books of the ¢ As the Lord Himself

Law of Moses, we provided it, all of the
read of the Lord Israelites were able
providing manna to collect enough of
to the Israelites the manna, but an

(Exodus 16:1-36). excess would spoil.

Paul applies the principle to the body of

Christ: God provides sufficiently for us all
as we share according to the Lord’s leading.
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Grace is!

* Grace has been * Grace has been
expressed as the expressed as the
honor & opportunity character of God
of giving, as God & of Christ (v. 1 &
graces us (v. 4). v. 9)in lavish giving.

Grace is the offering of the gift itself (v. 6),

& grace is always sufficient for us in the body
of Christ (vs. 12-15 & 2 Corinthians 12:9).
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