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¢ Paul had left some
indications in the
two letters that we
have that this letter
is actually his 4"
letter to them.

« As we will see,
some things had
progressed since he
wrote 1 Corinthians.
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A Holly Hills Theme Park?

» This morning we » The reason for this
are going to take a approach is that the
somewhat different applications of this
approach to this passage will be
passage: easier to convey.

» We will primarily » Though there are

deal with themes in details we could
this passage, rather pursue, the most
than explain each important points
verse in detail. are more simple.
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“...our flesh had no rest...”

¢ In 2 Corinthians 7:5 <+ Butin verse 6

Paul wrote: Paul wrote:

« “ ..ourfleshhadno < “But God, who
rest, but we were comforts the
afflicted on every depressed,
side: conflicts comforted us
without, fears by the coming
within.” of Titus...”

The word that is translated “comfort” in
this passage means ‘to come alongside’.
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So are you ‘comfort-able’?

» There are two ways
to take this question
& the intent is that
we consider both

of those ways:

First, there is a
ministry of coming
alongside another
to comfort, appeal,
encourage, etc.

« Second, there
is a question of a
willingness & an
openness to have
another in the body
of Christ come
alongside to carry
on this kind of
ministry in our lives
& in those we love.
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Spiritual fervor

¢ Paul used a word
that is translated
‘zeal’ in verses 7
& 11, referring to
the spiritual fervor
that the believers
in Corinth now
had for Paul &
his ministry.

« The word that is
translated ‘zeal’
literally means
‘heat’, from a
verb that means
‘to be hot’.

¢ God wants us to

be ‘spiritually hot’
with spiritual fervor.
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To the angel [messenger] of the church in
Laodicea write:

The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the
Beginning of the creation of God, says this:

15 “I know your deeds, that you are neither
cold nor hot; | wish that you were cold or hot.
16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither
hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.”
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Pick your sorrow source

« In 2 Corinthians « Then, “...but the
7:10 Paul wrote: sorrow of the world

e “For the sorrow prOduceS death.”
that is according » Each sorrow source
to the will of God has an outcome
produces a that fits with the
repentance without source - & death
regret, leading to is separation in

salvation...” our daily walk.
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...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 4:2
...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 7:12
...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 8:21
...in the sight of the Lord

2 Corinthians 12:19
...in the sight of God
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“in the sight of God”

» Paul had good
reason to keep
bringing attention
to this critical life
perspective that
everything we do is

‘in the sight of God’.

* It's reality - it's also
about an ongoing
relationship.

¢ This not about God

as ‘Big Brother’ or
as ‘Our Heavenly
Policemen’.

It is not an accident
that the book that
keeps pointing to
God seeing us

also talks about

us beholding Christ.
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But all of us who are in Christ, with a face
that is not veiled by the Law, having died in
relationship to the Law and living by God’s
amazing grace, are right now continuing to
behold as we read and hear the written word
of God, seeing as one who looks into a mirror,
the glory — the radiant essence of who Christ
is — the glory that comes from Christ Himself,
and we are in fact in the very the process of
being changed and transformed into the same
spiritual character, growing from one level

of Christ’s glory to the next, and every part

of this beholding and transformation is from
the God-given ministries of the Holy Spirit.
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Truth talk

» Paul speaks in » Truth is not just dry,
this passage about dusty or cold, but is
having said things vibrant, alive & is
that are by nature deeply intermingled
& character ‘truth’. with the deepest

e And a|ongside thlngs of the heart
those truth words & the spirit:
are words with * 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
heart & depth Ephesians 4:15

& sentiment. John 14:6.
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“Love... rejoices with the truth”

Ephesians 4:15

“...but speaking the truth in love, we are to
grow up in all aspects into Him who is the
head, even Christ...”

John 14:6

Jesus said to him, “| am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father but
through Me.”
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Obedience
« Some Christians < But Paul, in the

are inclined to same letter that he
shrink from the said that grace is
words ‘obey’ or now the reigning
‘obedience’, in principle, began &
that it may seem ended the letter with
like legalism or “obedience of faith”
an outward act. (Romans 1, 5, 16).

The Greek word for “to obey” means to
‘listen & place oneself under what is heard’.
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“...to bring about the obedience of faith...”

Romans 5:17

.those who receive the abundance of grace
and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life
through the One, Jesus Christ.”

Romans 5:21

“...even so grace would reign through
righteousness to eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Romans 16:26
“...leading to obedience of faith...”
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Rejoicing & refreshing

» Both rejoicing » And the source
& refreshing are of this rejoicing &
things that people refreshing that Paul
tend to like to ‘speaks’ of are from
experience. spiritual realizations.

The world teaches us to pursue the
circumstances that will bring about rejoicing
& refreshing, but Paul reveals that our
spiritual realizations & progress are
the true source of rejoicing & refreshing.
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