[image: image1.png]2 Corinthians

The letter of the heart

e 2 Corinthians is < Each of the first
certainly a letter nine chapters has
of the heart: some mention of

* See 2 Corinthians the heart or hearts —

1:22; 2:4; 3:2,315; as many as three
4:16,16;5:12; 6:11;  timesin asingle
7:3;8:16; 9:7. chapter. Why?

The heart is where we think & believe, &
where our passions &longings, joys & hopes
spring from, &is the place of intimacy.
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The heart of the letter

» Though at times * The heart of the

Paul will address letter is that it is a
logistics & staffing, letter of the heart,
that is not what his for intimacy with
letter is really all Christ & with
about, is it? each other.

The heart is where God has done great

spiritual work in the believer, through Christ,
& where the Holy Spirit carries out ministry.
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At heart, we are a temple & a family

* In the verses right » So the relationship
before this passage that God intends

Paul says that the with all of us is
believers are all a both important
temple - the place & it is intimate.

where God dwells - « 5o gre all the

&theyhaveafamily  rejationships that
relationship with He intends between
God himself. us in Christ’s body.

The problem with sin is that it inhibits intimacy.
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Heart chasms

» Anything that is » Our relationships
contrary to our with God & with
being a temple & each other are
the family of God not ended — they
creates chasms cannot be ended.
in our hearts — « But our fellowship
vast separations with God & with
in our intimacy of each other can be
the heart, between filled with a barren

ourselves & God. hollowness.
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Promises of fellowship & intimacy

* In the last half of * Those are the
the 2 Corinthians ‘promises’ that
6:14-18 passage, Paul refers to in

God made promises 2 Corinthians 7:1.
that there would be  « And that is the

a fellowship & an basis of Paul's
intimacy with the appeal for an
believers who open heart, to
live distinctly the believers

as believers. in Corinth.
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Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all defilement
of flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness
in the fear of God. 2

Make room for us in your hearts;
we wronged no one,
we corrupted no one,
we took advantage of noone.3
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Paul's appeal to the heart

» Paul appeals tothe + Accomplishment
believers to rid their « Entertainment
hearts & lives of all -, oty or leisure

that brings on that o .
empty heart chasm. * Afcqumng, managing
* |t is possible for us of ourpossessions

believers to think ~ * But there really
we can substitute is no substitute for
other things for the heart intimacy

real intimacy: God intends for us.
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What kind of fear are we talking about?

* The end of verse 1+ Apparently He did
speaks of believers not have in mind a

having fear of God. fear of God’s wr_ath

+ Just what kind of - we're all promised
fear did Paul have not to be subject to
in mind? God’s wrath.

Ultimate respect, however, is what Paul has

in mind. Our fellowship & intimacy with the
Lord & each other are that important!
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Is there any room in the heart?

» Paul appeals for » There was no real
the believers to basis in the actions
have room in their or inactions of Paul
hearts for Paul & for the believers not
his other ministry to make room in
companions. their hearts.

Since Paul had not done anything nor failed to

do anything that should cause them to shut
him out, their sin had ‘taken up the room’.




[image: image10.png]Revelation 3:20

'Behold, | stand
at the door and
knock; if anyone
hears My voice
and opens the
door, | will come
in to him and will
dine with him,
and he with Me.
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| do not speak to condemn you, for
| have said beforethat you
are in our hearts
to die together and
to live together. 4

Great is my confidence in you;
great is my boasting on your behalf.
| am filled with comfort;
| am overflowing with joy
in all our affliction.
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A living sacrifice

» Paul was very close
to these believers,
even though there
was a rather great
physical distance:

¢ These believers
were in Paul’s heart
whether it meant
life or death.

So Paul lived a life
of sacrifice for their
sakes, even if it
meant death.

There was nothing
on Paul’s side of
the relationship that
stood in the way of
intimacy with them.



[image: image13.png]2 Corinthians 7:4

What does it take?

* What does it take to + What Paul is saying
fill you with comfort?  here is that being

+ What are the right filled with comfort

circumstances to & overflowing with
be overflowing joy are independent
with joy? of all the adverse

» Would you say that ~ cireumstances.
affliction helps to « Circumstances
bring about either don't bring about

one of these? the comfort & joy.
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What's the source?

» The comfort & joy » So the only thing

that Paul writes standing in the way
about are from of that intimacy with
intimacy with the God is on our side
Lord Himself. of the relationship.

» The Lord Himself » And adversity is not
has done everything  the reason for the
to bring about that chasm, if there is
intimacy between one, but it is sin
us & Him. that makes a gap.
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Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily
entangles us, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of the faith,
who for the joy set before Him endured cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at

right hand of the throne of the God.
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